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Nearly  Unanimous  Vote  a  Pleasant  Surprise 

Boston  Council  Approves  Rights  Bill 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  With  a  near¬ 
unanimity  that  surprised  even  the 
bill’s  sponsor,  the  Boston  City 
Council  on  June  26  approved  a 
strong  and  comprehensive  human 
rights  ordinance  providing  specific 
protections  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

“This  is  astonishing,”  said 
David  Scondras,  the  city’s  first 
openly  gay  city  councillor  and 
chief  sponsor  of  the  ordinance. 

“We  can  do  anything  we’re  willing 
to  put  the  energy  into  ac¬ 
complishing.” 

Twelve  councillors  voted  for  the 
ordinance,  co-sponsored  by  Scon¬ 
dras  and  Councillors  Bruce  Boll¬ 
ing,  Brian  McLaughlin  and 
Charles  Yancey,  which  will  set  up 
a  seven-member  commission  to  in¬ 
vestigate  complaints  of  discrimina- 

News  Commentary 

Pride,  Windy 

By  Sharon  Page 

CHICAGO  —  Thirty  thousand 
spectators  watched  a  procession  of 
10,000  paraders  in  Chicago’s  fif¬ 
teenth  annual  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  parade,  pronounced  “the 
best  to  date”  by  organizers.  Al¬ 
though  crowd  estimates  were  up 
by  10,000  over  last  year,  the  in¬ 
crease  was  attributed  not  to  parade 
participants,  but  to  sideline 
observers,  who  prompted  some 
marchers  to  chant,  “Off  of  the 
sidewalks  and  into  the  streets!” 

Over  100  registered  floats  and 
contingents  represented  gay 
businesses,  organizations  and 
straight  politicians  courting  gay 
votes.  The  mood  of  most  paraders 
was  celebratory,  with  few  reflec¬ 
ting  the  militant  origins  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement.  The  or¬ 
ganized  lesbian  community  was 
notably  underrepresented  both 
organizationally  and  individually. 

Several  feminist  and  radical 
groups  —  including  reproductive 
rights  activists,  a  bi-sexual 
women’s  network,  radical  femin¬ 
ists  and  anarcho-socialists  — 
formed  a  “pride  plus  liberation” 
coalition  to  reassert  the  spirit  of 
Stonewall.  Joined  by  democratic 
socialists  and  anti-imperialist  ac¬ 
tivists,  the  contingent  was  viewed 
by  its  organizers  as  a  step  forward 
in  an  annual  effort  to  consolidate 
the  politically  left/feminist 
presence  in  the  parade. 

The  two-mile  parade  route 
through  Chicago’s  New  Town,  the 
city’s  gay  ghetto,  ended  at  the 
traditional  rally  site  in  Lincoln 
Park,  for  which  only  about  half 
the  paraders  stayed.  Float¬ 
sponsoring  politicians,  ranging 
from  the  still-popular  former 
mayor  Jane  Byrne  to  the  County 
Recorder  of  Deeds,  were  noted 
with  fanfare.  Rally  organizers 
cited  their  participation  as 
evidence  of  “the  clout  of  the  gay 
community.” 

Kit  Duffy,  a  straight  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  worker  appointed  by 
Mayor  Harold  Washington  as  his 
liaison  to  the  gay  community,  read 
Washington’s  proclamation  of  gay 
pride  week  against  a  backdrop  of 
snoradic  chants  asking,  “Where’s 
-yor?”  She  pledged  his  full 
.apport  for  passage  of  a  gay  non¬ 
discrimination  city  ordinance 
which  remains  stalled  in  a  City 
Council  committee,  where  it  has 
languished  for  over  ten  years. 

Perennial  speaker,  lesbian 


“This  bill  went  through  a  pro¬ 
cess,  a  very  detailed  open 
process,”  said  Scondras. 
“Twenty-four  attorneys  worked 
on  this  bill....  We  have  provided 
every  opportunity  to  review  every 
amendment  and  every  concern  of 
every  councillor  in  this  process.” 

Scondras  said  he  had  begun 
soliciting  comments  from  his  col¬ 
leagues  almost  two  months  ago, 
and  had  worked  with  several  in¬ 
dividual  councillors  to  incorporate 
their  suggestions  and  criticisms  in¬ 
to  the  final  product.  In  particular, 
Scondras  thanked  District  2  Coun¬ 
cillor  Jim  Kelly,  a  conservative 
representing  South  Boston  and  the 
heavily-gay  South  End,  for  “the 
enormous  amount  of  time  and 
concern”  Kelly  devoted  to  the  or¬ 
dinance.  Kelly,  who  took  the 


City  Style 


The  Pride  Plus  Liberation  contingent. 


More  National  Pride  on  Page  10 


Sarah  Craig,  president  of  the  Gay 
Metropolitan  Business  Associa¬ 
tion,  elicited  a  surprise  response 
from  rally  participants  when  she 
suggested  that  marching  on  one 
pre-arranged  day  per  year  was  not 
enough.  Such  unexpected  en¬ 
thusiasm  issued  forth  that  she  ask¬ 
ed,  “Do  you  want  a  specific  date? 
How  about  next  Sunday?”  Sizable 
sections  of  the  crowd  responded 
with  sustained  applause  and  stan¬ 
ding  ovations. 

Beyond  proposing  to  assemble 
at  the  same  rally  spot  and  march  to 
the  Daley  Center  (City  Hall  Plaza), 
Craig  did  not  improvise  further 
organizing.  Other  speakers  were 
silent  about  the  spontaneous 
groundswell  of  support  for  the 
proposal.  Its  outcome  will  be 
watched  with  interest  by  many  in 
the  community  and,  no  doubt,  the 
city  government. 

The  recurrent  theme  of  rally 
speakers  was  exhortion  to  register 
to  vote  and  lobby  for  passage  of 
civil  rights  bills.  The  AIDS  crisis 
was  referred  to  only  in  passing  and 
very  gingerly  at  that,  with  no  men¬ 
tion  made  of  the  political  impact 
on  the  gay  community.  People 
were  urged  simply  to  “take  care  of 
yourselves”  and  seek  STD  testing. 

Media  treatment  of  the  day  was 
consistent,  with  four  TV  stations 
headlining  the  parade  in  their  5 
p.m.  coverage  and  featuring  it  in 
their  10  p.m.  slots.  Coverage 
veered  between  titillating  shots  of 
flamboyant  drag  queens  and  sober 
reporting  of  the  alleged  political 
clout  of  the  gay  voting  bloc.  Les¬ 
bian  visibility  in  the  media  was 


poor. 

Only  one  of  the  city’s  two  major 
dailies  covered  the  day.  Following 
the  lead  of  the  broadcast  media, 
the  Murdoch-owned  Sun-Times 
headlined  a  12-paragraph  story 
with  “Politics  in  forefront  of  gay 
march,”  topping  it  with  a  photo  of 
two  men  in  czar  and  czarina  drag. 
The  roster  of  political  figures  took 
up  one-third  of  the  story,  while  an 
official  parade  spokesperson  was 
quoted  as  claiming  a  shift  away 
from  “visually  sensational  ele¬ 
ments”  to  “more  professional.” 

Mayor  Washington’s  proclama¬ 
tion  of  gay  pride  week  and  his  pur¬ 
ported  support  of  a  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  received  virtually  no  play 
in  the  media. 

Chicago’s  style  of  commemor¬ 
ating  the  angry  birth  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement  bears  the 
stamp  of  several  axioms  about 
local  politics.  The  parade  revealed 
an  extraordinary  low  level  of  ac¬ 
tive  involvement  of  the  bulk  of  or¬ 
dinary  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
this,  the  third  largest  city  in  the 
U.S.  The  mainstream  legacy  of 
machine  politicking  with  masses  of 
citizens  sitting  it  out  on  the 
sidelines  while  self-styled  profes¬ 
sionals  curry  favor  from  City  Hall 
pols  remains  firmly  entrenched. 
Broad  democratic  participation 
and  activism  by  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  remained  the  vi¬ 
sion  of  only  a  minority  of  the 
marchers. 

But  Chicago,  famous  for  dyeing 
its  river  green  on  St.  Patrick’s 
Day,  at  least  knows  how  to  witness 
a  good  parade. 


tion  and  harassment  in  public  and 
private  employment,  accomoda¬ 
tions  and  services.  Arch- 
Conservative  At-Large  Councillor 
Albert  “Dapper”  O’Neil  stood 
alone  in  casting  a  “no”  vote. 

“You  want  to  be  gay,  you  be 
gay,”  roared  O’Neil  in  a 
characteristic  show  of  oratory. 
“You  want  to  be  a  lesbian,  be  a 
lesbian.  But  there’s  no  way  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  vote  for  this,  because  I’m 
not  voting  for  special  rights  for 
special  people.” 

Scondras,  who  along  with  a 
corps  of  community  activists  has 
spent  more  than  two  months  lob¬ 
bying  for  the  ordinance,  began 
floor  debate  by  describing  the 
unusual  cooperative  process  that 
saw  the  legislation  through  six 
drafts. 


council  floor  recently  to  denounce 
the  NAACP  as  a  “racist” 
organization  and  warned,  in  a 
1980  newspaper  column,  that  fair 
housing  legislation  would  mean 
that  “landlords  will  have  serious 
problems  if  they  deny  an  apart¬ 
ment  to  homosexuals,”  cast  a  sur¬ 
prising  “yes”  vote  for  the  or¬ 
dinance. 

Scondras  specifically  sought  to 
ward  off  amendments  lhat  might 
seek  to  weaken  the  strong 
investigative  and  enforcement 
powers  of  the  Human  Rights 
Commission.  “It  would  be  inap¬ 
propriate,  in  my  opinion,  to  look 
at  amendments  to  this  bill  at  this 
point,”  he  said.  “At  this  point  the 
work  is  done.  Anything  else  at  this 
point  would  be  to  oppose  the  bill, 
and  quite  frankly,  at  this  point 
anyone  opposed  to  the  bill  should 
vote  against  the  bill  rather  than 
sidetrack  it.” 

But  O’Neil,  Kelly,  and  Council 
President  Joseph  Tierney  all 
sought  to  affix  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  before  the  vote  was 
taken.  O’Neil  demanded  deletion 
of  the  entire  section  offering  pro¬ 
tections  in  “public  accommoda- 


David  Scondras 

tion.” 


“That  was  put  in  for  the  reason 
that  they  made  the  arrests  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library  [men’s 
room  in  1978],  and  arrested  more 
than  100  people  for  unnatural 
acts,”  he  charged.  O’Neil  said  he 
had  met  recently  with  the  Boston 
Police  Department  vice  squad, 
where  he  discussed  The  Loft,  a  gay 
after-hours  club  located  behind 
police  headquarters  that  has  been 
raided  repeatedly  for  more  than 
Continued  on  page  6 


Houston  Council 
Enacts  Bias  Ban 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

HOUSTON  —  The  Houston  Ci¬ 
ty  Council  voted  on  June  19  to  add 
sexual  orientation  to  the  city  affir¬ 
mative  action  program  and  to  the 
list  of  protected  classes  in  city 
employment.  The  two  amend¬ 
ments,  the  first  to  the  Affirmative 
Action  Program  and  the  second  to 
the  Civil  Service  Ordinance  pass¬ 
ed,  as  gay  activists  had  expected, 
by  votes  of  8-7  and  9-6  respective¬ 
ly- 

Carl  Bohannon,  a  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Community  Political 
Action  Committee  (CPAC),  a 
fundraising  arm  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  credited  passage  of  the 
amendments  to  the  work  done  by 
Houston’s  gay  electoral  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  amendments  were  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  council  by  An¬ 
thony  Hall  at  the  request  of 
CPAC,  according  to  Bohannon. 
The  Gay  Political  Caucus  (GPC) 
was  also  active  in  the  drafting  and 
passage  of  the  amendments, 
Bohannon  said. 

The  Civil  Service  amendment 
provides  that  city  employees  be 
protected  from  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference  in  both 
hiring  and  promotion.  It  also  pro¬ 
vides  protection  to  employees  of 
companies  which  contract  for 
work  with  the  city.  The  affirmative 
action  amendment  stipulates  that 
the  city  and  city  contractors  make 
an  effort  to  hire  lesbians  and  gays. 
However,  since  there  are  no 
quotas  and  because  gay  activists 
requested  that  employers  not  ques¬ 
tion  employees  about  their  sexual 
preference,  this  amendment  is 
largely  symbolic.  The  amendments 
add  sexual  orientation  to  or¬ 
dinances  which  currently  protect 
citizens  on  the  basis  of  race,  sex, 
and  religion. 

The  amendments  passed  the 
council  amid  loud  and  vocal 
opposition  from  fundamentalist 
Christians  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 
The  amendments  had  been  pen¬ 
ding  for  several  weeks  but  had 


been  tabled  twice  by  councilors 
who  opposed  the  measures  but 
lacked  the  votes  to  prevent 
passage. 

Bohannon  described  the  council 
chambers  as  a  “near  riot”  while 
the  issue  was  being  discussed.  He 
told  GCN  that  the  chamber  could 
not  hold  all  of  the  onlookers  who 
spilled  out  into  the  hallways. 
“[Christian  fundamentalists  and 
KKKers]  were  screaming  in  the 
hallways.  Gay  supporters  were 
quiet  and  dignified.  One  moment 
they  would  be  chanting  ‘gas  homo¬ 
sexuals’  and  the  next  singing  ‘On¬ 
ward  Christian  Soldiers.’” 

Following  the  vote,  the  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Harris  County 
Republican  Party,  Russ  Mather, 
called  for  an  initiative  petition 
which  would  put  the  question  on 
the  ballot.  Mather’s  office  told 
GCN  they  have  no  further  details  at 
the  moment. 

Bohannon  said  30,000 
signatures  would  be  needed  to  get 
the  petition  on  the  ballot.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  about  the  out¬ 
come  should  it  come  to  a  popular 
vote;  however,  he  added  it  would 
cost  gay  organizations  $50,000  to 
run  a  counter  campaign. 

Currently,  gay  people  in 
Houston  are  protected  from  job 
discrimination  by  executive  order. 
However,  that  order  has  to  be 
renewed  with  each  new  adminis¬ 
tration.  This  most  recent  action 
codifies  it  into  law. 

As  GCN  went  to  press,  there 
were  unconfirmed  reports  that  a 
Catholic  city  councilor  was  called 
by  the  Bishop  of  the  Catholic 
Diocese  to  ask  him  to  vote  against 
the  amendments.  Dale  Beverly, 
cochair  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democrats,  told  GCN  both  CPC 
and  CPAC  were  told  by  Councilor 
Judson  Robinson’s  office  lhat  he 
had  received  such  a  call.  Neither 
the  Bishop’s  office  nor  Robinson’s 
office  returned  GCN" s  calls. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Susan  D  Fleischmann 
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News  Notes 


quotes  of  the  week 

Q.  Mr.  President,  there’s  a  move  afoot  in  the  Congress 
that  has  the  support  of  many  of  the  Democratic 
Presidential  candidates  to  change  the  Federal  civil 
rights  law  that  prohibits  job  discrimination  against 
homosexuals.  Is  that  something  that  you  would 
favor? 

A.  Now  I  was  —  you’re  going  to  have  to  start  again 
here.  The  first  few  words  I  missed,  I  was  so  confused 
about  the  three  of  you. 

Q. There’s  a  measure  before  the  Congress  to  change 
the  Federal  civil  rights  law  to  specifically  prohibit  job 
discrimination  against  homosexuals.  Is  that 
something  that  you  would  favor? 

A.  Well,  I  just  have  to  say  I  am  opposed  to  discrimina¬ 
tion  period. 

Q.  But  would  you  support  the  measure,  Mr.  President? 
A.  What? 

Q.  Would  you  support  the  measure? 

A.  I  want  to  see  what  else  they  have  there. 

—  President  Ronald  Reagan,  at  a  press  conference 
held  on  June  14,  1984. 


“Your  forthright  denunciation  of  discrimination 
in  any  form  at  your  press  conference  last  night  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  the  millions  of  lesbian  and  gay 
Americans  for  whom  societal  abuse  is  a  fact  of  life. 

“By  adding  your  leadership  to  that  of  the  many 
religious,  business  and  labor  organizations  who  op¬ 
pose  discrimination  for  any  reason,  including  sexual 
orientation,  you  have  advanced  the  day  when  equal 
opportunity  will  become  a  reality  for  all. 

“Thank  you  for  affirming  your  opposition  to 
discrimination  against  all  people.” 

—  Vic  Basile,  executive  director  of  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  in  a  “letter  of  appreciation” 
dated  June  15  to  Reagan  for  the  statement  quoted 
above. 


188  arrested  in  montreal  bar  raid 

MONTREAL,  Canada  —  The  Montreal  police 
raided  a  gay  bar  on  June  2,  arresting  188  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Body  Politic.  One  thousand  people 
turned  out  to  protest  the  raid  and  arrests  on  midnight 
of  the  same  day. 

The  manager  of  Bud’s,  Marc  Du  Four,  and  seven 
other  workers  were  charged  with  keeping  a  common 
bawdyhouse.  Police  charged  122  patrons  with  being 
found  in  a  common  bawdyhouse  and  33  with  gross  in¬ 
decency.  Twenty-five  people  were  released  without 
charges. 

An  association  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights  in 
Quebec  (ADGLQ)  organized  the  demonstration  the 
night  following  the  raid.  The  group  distributed 
leaflets,  contacted  the  media,  organized  placard¬ 
making,  and  called  together  a  marshalling  team  to 
monitor  the  protest.  A  police  anti-riot  squad  met  the 
demonstrators  at  12:30  a.m.  and  the  march  continued 
peacefully  for  about  30  blocks  through  Montreal. 

The  ADGLQ  voted  to  create  a  support  committee 
for  those  arrested  in  the  raid.  The  group  also  demand¬ 
ed  that  Quebec  justice  minister  Pierre  Marc  Johnson 
launch  an  inquiry  into  arrest  procedures  and  condi¬ 
tions  under  which  those  arrested  were  held. 


project  to  study  lesbian  battering 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL  —  A  research  project  focus¬ 
ing  on  physical  violence  in  lesbian  relationships  is 
underway.  The  study  examines  the  range  and  type  of 
conflict  resolution  techniques  used  within  the  les¬ 
bian  relationships  and  then  gives  special  emphasis  to 
physical  violence. 

The  study  is  supported  by  a  $20,000  grant  from 
the  Chicago  Resource  Center  to  Sappho’s  Library, 
Inc.,  a  non-profit,  tax-exempt,  lesbian  organization. 

Participation  is  not  limited  to  lesbians  who  have 
experienced  violence  in  relationships.  Information 
gathered  through  the  study  will  be  used  as  base  data 
for  future  research  and  as  educational  materials  for 
women  who  work  in  counseling  situations  with  les¬ 
bian  couples. 

For  more  information  or  to  participate  in  the 
study,  contact  Gail  Dixon  or  Vicki  Combs,  c/o 
A.W.A.R.  E.,  402  E.  Park  Ave.,  Tallahassee,  FL  32301. 


acceptable  tenants 

SAGINAW,  Ml  —  Housing  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  has  been  outlawed  in  this 
central  Michigan  city,  following  testimony  by  the 
Michigan  Organization  for  Human  Rights(MOHR)and 
a  local  Episcopal  priest. 

Opposition  to  the  ordinance  surfaced  only  once, 
in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  local  newspaper. 

In  its  testimony,  MOHR  noted  that  “the  Michigan 
(Landlord’s)  Association  clearly  recognizes  that  the 
difference  between  an  acceptable  and  unacceptable 
tenant  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with. .  .sexual 
orientation." 


candidates  spurn  invitations 
to  lesbian/gay  rights  march 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  While  the  Democrats’  plat¬ 
form  writers  included  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  their 
list  of  disenfranchised  groups  and  noted  the  need  for 
governmental  and  legislative  remedies  for  disenfran¬ 
chised  people,  the  party’s  presidential  candidates 
have  carefully  averted  their  eyes  from  the  National 
March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  according  to  the 
Bay  Guardian. 

Hart,  Jackson  and  Mondale  have  each  ignored  a 
letter,  a  telegram,  a  hand-delivered  message  and  “at 
least  a  dozen”  phone  calls  made  to  their  offices  be¬ 
tween  May  30  and  June  4,  says  Howard  Wallace,  the 
march’s  media  coordinator.  Wallace  asked  the  can¬ 
didates  to  announce  prior  to  California’s  June  5 
primary  whether  or  not  they  would  join  the  march  on 
July  15. 

Spokespeople  for  all  three  candidates 
acknowledged  that  they  had  not  responded  to  the 
march  organizers’  invitation. 

Wallace  noted  that  “none  of  the  candidates  want 
to  make  [lesbian  and  gay  rights]  a  high  profile  issue  in 
their  campaigns.”  Said  Wallace:  “That’s  the  whole 
reason  we’re  having  this  march.  It’s  time  for  the  issue 
...  to  come  out  of  the  closet.”  . 


Wisconsin  bashing 

MADISON  —  A  survey  conducted  by  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Governor’s  Council  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  re¬ 
vealed  that  two  thirds  of  the  145  respondents  worry 
about  their  safety.  Half  of  those  answering  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire  said  they  modified  their  behavior  to  avoid 
violence  and  87  percent  said  they  thought  they  could 
be  victims  of  homophobic  violence  in  the  future. 

Ninety-seven  men  and  46  women  from  22  cities 
and  towns  responded  to  the  surveys,  which  were 
distributed  by  the  Governor’s  Council  through  com¬ 
munity  groups,  at  bars  and  meetings  and  with  the 
help  of  the  gay  news  media. 

Many  of  the  respondents  criticized  police, 
especially  the  Milwaukee  police  force.  Said  one, 
“Police  [make]  the  ‘gay  rights  state’  . .  .a  joke.” 


educational  campaign  to  fight 
the  gay  rights  repeal 

ROCKVILLE,  MD  —  A  coalition  of  gay  and 
straight  organizations  has  launched  an  education 
campaign  to  turn  back  the  effort  to  repeal  Mont¬ 
gomery  County’s  gay  rights  measure,  according  to 
the  Washington  Blade. 

Spokespeople  for  the  Montgomery  County  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights,  representing  area  gay  groups, 
and  the  Montgomery  County  Citizens  for  Justice,  “a 
broadly  based  citizens  group,”  said  the  organizations 
will  make  a  concerted  effort  to  get  the  facts  out  about 
the  county’s  comprehensive  human  rights  law,  which 
includes  protective  provisions  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians. 

The  county  council  approved  the  bill  in  February 
and  it  was  signed  into  law  at  that  time.  But,  op¬ 
ponents  of  gay  right  prevented  the  law  from  taking  ef¬ 
fect  last  month  by  collecting  almost  24,000 
signatures  on  petitions  calling  for  repeal  of  the  gay- 
related  portions  of  the  bill.  The  question,  however, 
has  yet  to  be  certified  for  the  November  ballot- 
because  petition  signatures  have  not  been  verified. 

Nevertheless,  supporters  of  gay  rights  are  gear¬ 
ing  up  to  correct  the  misleading  rhetoric  of  a  group  of 
religious  fundamentalists,  the  Citizens  for  a  Decent 
Government.  “Much  has  been  said  which  is  untrue, 
misleading,  if  not  outright  malicious,  regarding  the 
purpose  of  this  law,”  said  Jim  Mihalik,  chair  of  the 
predominantly  straight  Montgomery  County  Citizens 
for  Justice. 


public  safety 

BOSTON  —  Approximately  50  people  gathered 
at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  on  June  14  for  a  forum 
on  public  safety  and  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
co-sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Ser¬ 
vices  (GLCS)  and  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance. 

Participants  at  the  forum,  which  unfortunately 
found  itself  scheduled  simultaneously  with  a  city 
council  hearing  on  the  proposed  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance  (see  story,  this  issue),  heard  representatives 
of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  the  Suffolk  County 
District  Attorney’s  Office,  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  and  Watchline,  a  telephone  information  and 
referral  service  for  the  victims  of  anti-gay  violence. 
Watchline,  which  began  in  1982  as  a  project  of  Dig¬ 
nity/Boston,  recently  transferred  to  GLCS  and  has  a 
new  telephone  number:  (617)  542-8438  (TTY  access 
available).  In  addition,  the  Alliance  and  GLCS  have  co¬ 
published  a  brochure,  “Safe  and  Secure:  A  Guide  to 
Public  Safety  and  Citizens’  Rights  for  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community.” 


a  fair  warning 

ROMULUS,  NY  —  A  New  Haven  women's  affinity 
group  working  for  peace,  Spinsters  Opposed  to 
Nuclear  Genocide  (SONG),  posted  warning  signs  on 
Rte.  96A  declaring  the  Seneca  Army  Depot  a  disaster 
area  and  a  harborer  of  criminal  activity,  according  to 
a  press  release  issued  by  the  Seneca  Women’s  Peace 
Camp. 

The  warning  reads:  “This  depot  has  been 
declared  a  disaster  area  by  concerned  U.S.  citizens  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva  Con¬ 
vention  of  1949  and  Protocols  of  1977.  The  use  and 
production  of  nuclear  weapons  is  prohibited  by  inter¬ 
national  law.  This  depot  harbors  criminal  activity.” 

The  Seneca  Army  Depot  is  the  eastern  transship¬ 
ment  point  and  storage  facility  for  cruise  and  Persh¬ 
ing  II  missiles,  part  of  the  U.S.  nuclear  arsenal 
presently  being  deployed  to  Europe.  In  the  press 
release,  the  Spinsters  said  they  “felt  compelled  to 
provide  a  more  accurate  warning  to  citizens  regarding 
the  criminal  intent  of  the  Depot  and  the  danger  posed 
to  the  world  by  its  presence.” 


mayors  pass  gay  rights  resolution 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Without  batting  an  eye,  the 
U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors  on  June  18  passed 
unanimously  a  package  of  resolutions  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  statement  on  gay  rights,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade. 

Adopted  with  50  other  resolutions  in  a  single 
vote,  the  resolution  recognizes  “the  right  of  all 
citizens,  regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  to  full  par¬ 
ticipation  in  American  society,  and  recommends  that 
all  levels  of  government  adopt  legal  protections  for 
the  rights  of  lesbian  and  gay  Americans.” 

D.C.  Mayor  Marion  Barry,  Trenton  (N.J.)  Mayor  Ar¬ 
thur  Holland  and  East  Orange  (N.J)  Mayor  Thomas 
Cooke  co-sponsored  the  resolution. 


gay/lesbian  rights  included 
in  platform  proposal 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Drafters  of  the  proposed 
Democratic  Party  platform  included  most  of  what  gay 
and  lesbian  Democrats  had  been  working  for  in  the 
90-page  document,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade.  Several  gay-related  issues  are  mentioned  in 
the  draft,  despite  the  objections  of  committee  chair 
Rep.  Geraldine  Ferraro  (D-NY),  who  advocated  a 
“thematic”  approach  to  civil  rights. 

A  statement  in  the  “Justice”  section  says 
“government  has  a  special  responsibility  to  those 
who  society  has  prevented  historically  from  enjoying 
the  benefits  of  full  citizenship  for  reasons  of  race, 
religion,  sex,  age,  national  origin,  sexual  orientation 
or  disability.” 

And  under  the  subheading  of  “Dignity  for  All,” 
the  Democrats  pledged  to  combat  discrimination 
against  gay  people  in  employment,  in  military  service, 
and  in  immigration  policy,  as  well  as  to  support 
research  efforts  to  find  the  cause  and  cure  of  AIDS. 

Gay  and  lesbian  Democrats  responded  positive¬ 
ly  to  the  draft,  but  some  said  it  still  needs  work.  Revi¬ 
sions  being  sought  by  the  six  openly  gay  members  of 
the  platform  committee  include  the  addition  of 
references  to  gay  people  under  a  section  dealing  with 
immigration  reform  and  a  section  dealing  with  crime 
victims;  use  of  the  words  “lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  the  use  of  the  term  “people  with  AIDS”  rather 
than  “victims.”  Also  sought  is  the  addition  of  “hous¬ 
ing  and  public  accommodations”  to  language  that 
puts  the  Democrahs  on  record  as  supporting  federal 
legislation  banning  job  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 


no  room  for  women? 

CHICAGO  —  Two  lesbian  officers  of  the  Illinois 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (IGLTF)have  resigned 
their  posts  saying  there  “is  no  room  for  women  at  the 
head”  of  the  group,  according  to  Chicago’s  GayLife. 

Victoria  Hewlet  Cazel,  co-chair,  and  Liz  Mize, 
secretary,  resigned  June  1  and  June  6  respectively. 
Both  women’s  letters  of  resignation  charged  the 
group  with  being  topheavy  with  men  and  closed  to 
women’s  participation  and  not  supportive  of  women’s 
issues,  such  as  abortion  and  participation  in  a 
Mother’s  Day  peace  march.  Cazel  said  the  male 
leadership  of  the  IGLTF  created  a  "generally  poor  en¬ 
vironment  ...  for  lesbian  activism  concerning  gay 
issues:” 

That  view  was  disputed  by  the  group’s  female 
membership  director  who  called  the  situation  “more 
a  matter  of  personality  conflict  than  any  problems 
with  the  task  force.” 

Former  co-chair  Christine  Riddiough,  currently  a 
staff  member  at  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  said  that  “in  terms  of  interaction  between 
men  and  women  and  between  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  .  . .  like  any  aspect  of  society,  you’re 
bound  to  find  certain  elements  of  sexism  that  are 
sometimes  problematic  to  deal  with.”  But  Riddiough 
said  that,  as  a  woman  co-chair,  she  didn’t  have  over¬ 
whelming  problems  with  IGLTF. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Boy  love  Controversy 


Minneapolis  Forum  Raises  Hackles, 

Bv  Claude  Peck 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  David 
Thorstad  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA)  spoke  hereon  June  21 
amidst  an  unusually  large  amount 
of  media  attention,  controversy, 
and  debate. 

The  recent  arrest  here  of 
Children’s  Theatre  Company  ar¬ 
tistic  director  John  Clark  Donahue 
on  charges  of  sexual  contact  with 
boy  students  contributed  to  the  in¬ 
tense  local  interest  in  Thorstad’s 
appearance  at  a  “Forum  on 
Pedophilia,”  co-sponsored  by  A 
Brother’s  Touch  Bookstore  and 
the  Minnesota  Gay  Defense  Fund. 
Several  shouting  matches  and 
scuffles  broke  out  at  the  forum, 
but  no  injuries  were  reported. 

Organizers  of  the  forum  had 
trouble  reserving  a  room  in  which 
to  hold  the  event.  Early  publicity 
said  it  would  be  at  a  neighborhood 
park  shelter,  but  the  shelter  re¬ 
neged  at  the  last  minute  and  the 
location  was  switched  to  a  local 
church.  The  church,  after  alleged¬ 
ly  receiving  a  telephone  bomb 
threat,  informed  organizers  on  the 
day  of  the  forum  that  it  couldn’t 
be  held  there. 

A  meeting  room  at  the  Hen¬ 
nepin  County  Government  Center 
was  hastily  booked.  Despite  this 
confusion  over  the  venue  of  the 
forum,  a  dozen  people  were  there 
with  picket  signs  before  it  began. 
One  sign  said,  “NAMBLA  pro¬ 
motes  kiddie  porn.”  A  small 
group  of  lesbians  handed  out 
leaflets  critical  of  NAMBLA. 

Inside  the  packed  meeting 
room,  Christian  demonstrators 
clutching  Bibles  walked  up  and 
down  the  aisles  trying  to  convince 
audience  members  to  repent  for 
their  sins.  Gays  in  the  audience 
responded  with  cat  calls  and  jeers. 
A  local  writer  named  Paul  Emond 
shouted:  “1  was  in  the  closet  for 
thiry  years  thanks  to  people  like 
you.  Now  shut  up!” 

Once  the  forum  got  underway, 
Thorstad  outlined  NAMBLA’s 
position  on  intergenerational  sex¬ 
ual  relations.  He  attempted  to 
dispel  stereotypes  concerning  the 
issue.  Thorstad’s  chief  points  were 
that  man/boy  love  is  most  often 


“sensual,  and  mutually  reward¬ 
ing,”  that  boys  almost  never  press 
charges  or  issue  complaints  against 
older  boyfriends,  and  that 
man/boy  lovers  are  social  scape¬ 
goats. 

Thorstad  claimed  that  man/boy 
love  is  distinct  from  rape  or  sexual 
abuse.  He  blasted  straight  society 
for  its  erotophobia,  homophobia, 
and  harassment  of  boys  rumored 
to  have  had  sexual  relations  with 
older  men. 

Thorstad  made  numerous  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  John  Clark  Donahue 
case.  He  claimed  that  it  was  typical 
of  boy  love  cases  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  The  Minnesota 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Apprehension 
assembled  its  case  against 
Donahue  not  as  the  result  of  com¬ 
plaints  from  boys,  but  rather  after 
individual  boys  had  been  inten¬ 
sively  interrogated  and  possibly 
threatened  about  their  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  charismatic  theatre 
director  and  teacher. 

Claiming  that  “boylovers  have 
always  played  a  very  important 
part  in  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment,”  Thorstad  chastised  those 
in  the  gay  movement  who  distance 
themselves  from  the  controversial 
issue.  He  said  such  people  are 
often  unwilling  to  admit  that  they 
know  people  having  satisfactory 
relationships  despite  substantial 
age  differences. 

Using  explicit  language, 
Thorstad  described  typical  sexual 
encounters  between  gay  men  and 
gay  boys,  saying  that  such  sex 
generally  takes  the  form  of  cuddl¬ 
ing,  fellatio  (mostly  performed  on 
the  younger  person  by  the  older 
man),  and,  only  rarely,  anal  inter¬ 
course. 

In  conclusion,  Thorstad  termed 
the  Donahue  arrest  “a  shame,” 
and  called  for  abolition  of  vice 
squads  and  an  end  to  state  in¬ 
terference  in  consensual  sexual  ac¬ 
tivities  of  all  kinds.  He  urged  peo¬ 
ple  to  join  NAMBLA. 

Carl  Chrisman,  a  leader  of  local 
consciousness-raising  groups  for 
gay  men,  also  spoke.  He  addressed 
the  problems  faced  by  young  gay 
people,  saying,  “all  gay  children 
are  abused”  either  physically  or 


psychologically.  He  talked  about 
murderer  John  Wayne  Gacy  to 
show  how  society  can  twist  a  gay 
boy  into  a  murdering  adult. 

A  Twin  Cities  therapist  and  gay 
man,  Phil  Oxman,  voiced  his  op¬ 
position  to  man/boy  love.  He 
based  his  view  on  clients  he  has 
counselled  who  have  been 
negatively  affected  by  early  ex¬ 
posure  to  sex  with  adults.  Oxman 
rebutted  Thorstad,  and  received  a 
round  of  applause  from  a  group  of 
lesbians,  when  he  said  that 


NEW  YORK  —  When  I  learned 
that  one  of  the  major  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Week  events  in 
New  York  City  would  be  a  forum 
on  lesbian  battering,  I  thought 
things  looked  pretty  dismal.  How¬ 
ever,  the  June  22  forum,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Wimmin  for  Womyn,  a 
lesbian/gay  anti-violence  project, 
Women’s  Pentagon  Action  and 
Women’s  Counseling  Project,  was 
an  enlightening  and  excellent 
event. 

Instead  of  trying  to  develop  a 
political  line  or  specific  analysis  of 
lesbian  battering,  the  organizers 
chose  to  provide  an  arena  in  which 
the  lesbian  community  could  dis¬ 
cuss  violence  between  us  in  an 
open  and  non-judgmental  way.  In 
a  community  increasingly  fac- 
tionalized,  this  event  drew  over  60 
lesbians  of  all  ages  and  ethnicities, 
coming  from  the  bars  and  from  the 
women’s  movement. 

Facilitated  by  Angela  Fucci  and 
Nancy  Langer,  they  said  that  “it  is 
our  assumption  that  women  who 
are  speaking  tonight  are  speaking 
for  the  first  time.”  With  that 
opening,  speakers  felt  free  to  say 
what  they  really  felt  about  why 
and  how  they  had  been  battered  by 
their  lesbian  lovers,  rather  than 
repeat  dogma. 

Nancy  described  being  involved 
in  a  violent  relationship  with  the 
woman  she  loved  at  the  same  time 
that  she  was  perceived  as  a 
“leader”  of  the  Southern  lesbian 
community.  After  each  incident 
the  woman  would  agree  not  to  use 


“man/boy  love  is  not  a  gay  libera¬ 
tion  issue.” 

A  lengthy  question  and  answer 
period  followed  the  prepared 
speeches.  Many  gay  men  in  the  au¬ 
dience  emotionally  revealed  their 
own  stories  of  childhood  sex  and 
coming  out.  A  number  of  others 
were  critical  of  psychology  and 
psychologists,  claiming  they  had 
no  right  to  prescribe  what  is  right 
for  gay  people  since  they  were  part 
of  a  profession  that  has  historical¬ 
ly  mistreated  gay  men  and  les- 


violence,  and  Nancy  would  agree 
not  to  “provoke”  her  lover.  “I 
couldn’t  believe  that  another 
woman  would  hurt  me  that 
badly,”  she  said. 

Angela  found  herself,  in  an 
abusive  lesbian  relationship  fol¬ 
lowing  an  abusive  marriage. 
Ironically,  she  was  working  in  a 
battered  women’s  shelter  at  the 
time.  After  three  years  of  violence 
and  one  year  of  harassing  phone 
calls,  she  still  maintains  a  friend¬ 
ship  with  this  woman,  who  is  bat¬ 
tering  her  current  lover. 

The  organizers  passed  out  index 
cards  and  asked  the  audience  to 
write  down  the  first  thing  that 
came  to  their  minds  when  they 
thought  about  lesbian  battering. 
Here  are  some  responses:  “Vent¬ 
ing  anger  at  the  patriarchy  on  each 
other”;  “If  one  knows  that  her 
partner  can  be  violent,  she  should 
try  to  curb  provocative  behavior”; 
“Alcohol  and  drugs  cause  the 
violence  —  they  are  the 
problems”;  “Batterers  were  often 
abused  as  children”;  “There’s  no 
safety  anywhere,  not  even  in  your 
bed  or  your  house.” 

One  woman  who  works  at  a  bat¬ 
tered  women’s  shelter  described 
how  afraid  her  lesbian  co-workers 
were  of  having  a  battered  lesbian 
come  to  the  shelter  for  fear  she 
would  recognize  them  as  lesbians 
and  force  them  out  of  the  closet. 
They  also  worried  that  their 
methods  for  protecting  the  shelter 
from  angry  male  batterers  would 
be  ineffective  against  a  woman  try- 


Issues 

bians.  At  one  point  near  the  end  of 
the  forum,  a  woman  denounced 
the  crowd  as  "a  bunch  of 
cocksucking  faggots,”  and  lied 
the  room. 

Media  coverage,  both  print  and 
broadcast,  was  extensive  in  the 
Twin  Cities.  Preliminary  reports 
from  people  in  the  gay  community 
indicated  the  coverage  was  for  the 
most  part  balanced  and  dispas¬ 
sionate. 


Forum 

ing  to  track  down  her  lover.  Final¬ 
ly,  Sharon  asked,  “What  happens 
to  a  shelter’s  CR  program  when  a 
battered  woman  is  a  feminist?” 

Gerri’s  mother  was  abused  by 
her  father  and  then,  when  she  left 
him,  got  into  an  abusive  lesbian 
relationship.  Gerri  attributed  this 
to  the  butch-femme  nature  of  her 
mother’s  relationship.  She  was 
reminded  of  many  of  her  father’s 
violent  characteristics  by  her 
mother’s  lover’s  butch  character¬ 
istics. 

Renee  said,  “My  lover  used  the 
fact  that  I  was  into  s/m  to  absolve 
herself  of  responsibility.  The  bat¬ 
terer  used  my  sexuality  against  me 
as  an  excuse  for  violence.  1  feel 
though  that  the  two  dynamics  — 
s/m  and  battering  —  have  nothing 
to  do  with  each  other.” 

There  was  significant  discussion 
of  how  to  perceive  the  batterer. 
Some  women  thought  of  them  as 
lesbians  whom  they  loved  or  had 
loved,  who  were  alone  and  in  need. 
Others  believed  that  there  is  too 
much  emphasis  placed  on  the 
needs  of  the  abuser.  As  one 
woman  put  it,  “Men  and  women 
both  batter,  but  everyone  batters 
women.” 

Although  very  little  research  has 
been  done  on  this  issue,  some  pro¬ 
vocative  opinions  about  lesbian 
battering  exist  in  the  anti-violence 
movement.  The  movement  con¬ 
cerned  with  heterosexual  battering 
has  often  blamed  this,  in  part,  on 
the  power  imbalances  and  inequal- 
Continued  on  page  6 


Lesbian  Battering 

Bv  Sarah  Schuhnan 


Vellucci  Miffed 


Cambridge  Council  Tables 


Rights  Ordinance 

Susan  D.  Fleischmann  Susan  D  Fleischmann 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The 
Cambridge  City  Council,  in  its  last 
weekly  meeting  before  summer  ad¬ 
journment,  voted  to  lay  on  the 
table  two  human  rights  ordinances 
referred  to  it  by  the  council’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Ordinances. 

City  Councillor  Alice  Wolf, 
sponsor  of  the  one  of  the  pro¬ 
posals,  made  the  motion  at  the 
June  25  meeting  of  the  council. 
Wolf,  who  submitted  a  detailed 
ordinance  on  June  4  including  ex¬ 
plicit  protections  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  said  she  hopes  to  meet 
with  Councillor  Alfred  Vellucci, 
sponsor  of  the  other  human  rights 
ordinance,  prior  to  the  August  13 
midsummer  council  meeting,  so 
that  the  two  may  work  out  a  single 
unified  ordinance. 

But  Vellucci,  whose  ordinance  is 
less  comprehensive  than  Wolf’s 
and  includes  no  explicit  protec¬ 
tions  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference,  said  Wolf  will  work 
with  him  only  “if  I  let  her.”  “It’s 
my  ordinance  and  I  want  to  hold 
on  to  it,”  he  said. 

Vellucci  filed  his  ordinance  on 
April  23,  six  weeks  before  Wolf  fil¬ 
ed  hers,  and  has  made  no  secret  of 
the  fact  that  he  is  angry  at  those 
who  have  ignored  his  effort  while 
supporting  Wolf’s. 

“1  can’t  understand  why 
nobody’s  ever  come  forward  to 
help  me,”  he  said  at  the  June  19 
hearing  on  the  two  ordinances. 
“Nobody.  Not  a  single  person  in 
the  city  of  Cambridge  to  say  ‘I’m 


here  to  give  you  a  helping  hand.’.. . 
Now  I’m  faced  with  this,  like  it’s 
competition,  who’s  got  the  better 
ordinance.” 

Vellucci’s  support  for  whatever 
ordinance  ends  up  before  the 
council  may  very  likely  be  critical 
to  its  passage.  t)n  the  nine- 
member  body,  four  councillors,  all 
with  the  stamp  of  the  liberal  Cam¬ 
bridge  Civic  Association  (CCA), 
can  be  expected  with  reasonable 
certainty  to  vote  for  a  human 
rights  ordinance  including  protec¬ 
tions  based  on  sexual  preference. 
Vellucci,  although  one  of  the  five 
“independents,”  has  been  a  tradi¬ 
tional  swing  vote  for  progressive 
issues  such  as  rent  control.  Sup¬ 
port  for  such  an  ordinance  from 
any  one  of  the  four  independents  is 
far  from  likely;  one,  Councillor 
Walter  Sullivan,  has  already  pub¬ 
licly  expressed  opposition  to  such 
legislation. 

Vellucci  ascribes  the  difference 
in  attitudes  toward  the  two  or¬ 
dinances  to  the  historical  split 
along  class  lines  between  parts  of 
the  city.  Most  of  the  CCA’s  sup¬ 
port  comes  from  liberal,  middle- 
class  residents  of  the  western  parts 
of  the  city,  while  independent  coun¬ 
cillors  have  traditionally  come 
from  the  ethnic,  working-class 
neighborhoods  further  east. 
Vellucci,  a  resident  of  East  Cam¬ 
bridge,  says  he’ll  sit  down  and 
work  with  the  liberals,  “maybe 
when  the  day  arrives  and  they  have 
come  to  recognize  that  A1  Vellucci 


comes  from  an  ethnic  background 
and  an  ethnic  neighborhood,  and 
A1  Vellucci  is  a  human  being.” 

As  for  the  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance,  “if  there’s  any  credit 
passed  around,  I  want  the  credit,” 
Vellucci  unabashedly  told  GCN. 
“I  want  to  show  that  these  CCA 
people  were  fast  asleep  at  the 
switch  for  14  years. ...  So  right  now 
I’m  selfishly  going  to  work  this 
thing  out  all  by  myself.” 

Vellucci  seems  most  bitter  about 
circumstances  involving  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
(CLAGA)  during  the  election 
campaign  last  fall. 

In  an  interview  with  GCN  at  his 
city  hall  office,  Vellucci  said  he 
met  last  fall  with  Jonathan 
Handel,  then-coordinator  of 
CLAGA,  to  discuss  concerns  of 
the  local  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  After  attending  the 
September  29  candidates’  night 
sponsored  by  CLAGA  to  present 
his  views,  Vellucci,  then  a  candi¬ 
date  for  re-election,  took  the 
organization’s  questionnaire  back 
to  the  city  council,  where  he 
drafted  an  order  requesting  the  ci¬ 
ty  manager  and  all  city  depart¬ 
ment  heads  to  provide  answers  to 
the  questions. 

Vellucci  says  he  also  arranged  a 
time  for  CLAGA  representatives 
to  meet  with  the  city  council  to 
discuss  concerns  on  their  ques¬ 
tionnaire. 

“I  had  prepared  an  open 
meeting  for  them,”  he  said. 


Alice  Wolf 

“What  a  wonderful  way  to  open 
this  door  for  them.  Then  they  said 
they  weren’t  coming.” 

“[Councillor  Vellucci’s] 
memory  on  what  took  place  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  inaccurate,’’  countered 
Jonathan  Handel  in  a  telephone 
interview  with  GCN  “As  I  recall, 
we  didn’t  discuss  a  human  rights 
ordinance  at  all.” 

Handel  said  he  met  with  Velluc¬ 
ci  to  “drop  off  the  fourth  or  fifth 
copy  of  the  questionnaire”  after 
Vellucci  failed  to  return  copies 
sent  to  his  office.  Handel  said 
Vellucci  never  did  fill  out  the  ques¬ 
tionnaire.  “He  answered  some  of 
the  questions  verbally,  and  of  the 
questions  he  answered,  only  some 
of  them  were  comprehensible,” 
Handel  said. 

Handel  said  he  didn’t  come  to 
the  meeting  with  the  city  council 
because  members  of  the  CLAGA 


Al  Vellucci 

steering  committee  “were  very 
upset  that  it  was  an  attempt  by 
Vellucci  to  drag  me  along  and  get 
me  to  speak,  on  his  terms.” 

“Councillor  Vellucci,”  Handel 
added,  “is  upset  as  well  over  not 
being  endorsed”  by  CLAGA.  “He 
has  shouted  at  me  over  not  being 
endorsed.”  Handel  said  Vellucci 
was  not  endorsed  in  part  because 
he  never  returned  the  question¬ 
naire. 

Velucci’s  stand  on  whether  to 
include  explicit  protections  based 
on  sexual  preference  in  the  or¬ 
dinance  is  still  far  from  clear.  Tom 
Weed,  an  aide  to  Vellucci,  told 
GCN  after  the  June  19  hearing 
that  the  words  “sexual 
preference”  had  appeared  in  an 
earlier  version  of  Vellucci’s  human 
rights  ordinance,  and  that  the 
phrase  had  apparently  been  mis- 
Continued  on  page  16 
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Community  Voices 


the  klan  is  no  joke 


tackling  the 
tough  issues 

Dear  GOV, 

GCN  recently  published  two  Speaking  Out 
pieces  w  hich  made  me  grateful  all  over  again  that 
this  newspaper  exists.  Both  pieces  tackled  tough 
issues  and  I  hope  they  will  provoke  continued 
discussion. 

The  May  26  issue  of  GCN  carried  Robert 
Halfhill’s  piece  “On  Anti-Porn  Efforts  and  Gay 
Male  Separatism.”  Halfhill  argues  that  one  fac¬ 
tion  among  feminists  has  drifted  into  —  if  not 
pursued  —  a  reactionary  alliance  with  sexual 
bigots  and  censors.  The  anti-pornography  cam¬ 
paigns  which  have  sprung  up  nationwide  have 
produced  primitive  attacks  against  gay  sexuality. 
As  Halfhill  notes,  anti-pornographers  often  men¬ 
tion  “sodomy”  among  the  crimes  which  they 
claim  pornog  raphe  rs  encourage.  Anti- 
pornographers  like  Dr.  Densen-Gerber  also  claim 
that  pornography  may  “sexualize”  children  who 
are  accidentally  exposed  to  it,  as  though  children 
were  asexual.  Maybe  a  handful  of  “radical” 
feminists  believe  that  Reagan’s  new  anti-child- 
porn  bill  is  a  progressive  piece  of  legislation.  The 
rest  of  us  should  examine  it  and  the  connected 
issues  more  carefully.  The  coercion  and  abuse  of 
children  concerns  much  more  than  sexual  abuse 
and  coercion,  and  the  roots  of  that  oppression  re¬ 
main  untouched  by  such  legislation.  Instead,  this 
legislation  has  already  encouraged  further  con¬ 
tempt  for  free  speech  and  a  free  press. 

I  wish  Halfhill  had  not  indulged  in  one  colorful 
piece  of  rhetoric  about  an  angry  feminist  who 
confronted  a  group  of  men  by  “thrusting  her 
mammary  glands  towards  us  in  an  aggressive 
fashion...”  After  all,  it  is  usually  men  who  take 
aggressive  stances,  both  physically  and  political¬ 
ly.  I  happen  to  like  breasts,  and  it  doesn’t  freak 
me  if  women  get  aggressive.  If  need  be,  let’s  meet 
face  to  face  and  have  fair  fights. 

I  am  not  enthusiastic  about  gay  male 
separatism,  though  I  agree  with  Halfhill  that  anti¬ 
porn  feminists  sometimes  drive  gay  men  to  this 
position.  At  most,  I  see  separatism  as  a  temporary 
tactic,  a  way  of  gaining  energy  and  solidarity  to 
meet  the  whole  world  again.  As  a  steady  political 
diet  it  is  poison  for  anyone.  And  although  I  find 
myself  in  substantial  sympathy  with  90%  of  what 
Halfhill  says,  it  bothers  me  that  he  fails  to  men¬ 
tion  any  straight  and  lesbian  feminists  who  have 
come  to  be  known  as  “sex  radicals.”  Halfhill 
describes  the  infamous  NOLAG  conference  in 
Los  Angeles  where  there  was  furious  debate  for 
and  against  a  Sexual  Freedom  Resolution.  I 
remember  it  well!  How  could  I  ever  forget  receiv¬ 
ing  a  death  threat  during  the  debate?  Halfhill 
writes  that  “most  of  the  Lesbians”  threatened  to 
walk  out  if  the  Sexual  Freedom  Resolution  passed 
in  a  vote,  which  it  nearly  did.  What  he  fails  to 
mention  is  that  this  Resolution  was  written  and 
introduced  by  lesbians.  One  of  them,  Susie 
Bright,  wore  a  studded  leather  necklace  with  great 
style,  and  now  helps  publich  a  new  magazine  of 
feminisj  erotica  called  On  Our  Backs.  Give  credit 
where  credit  is  due. 

The  other  Speaking  Out  piece  I  particularly 
liked  was  Peter  Drucker’s  “Warning  Signs  from 
San  Francisco.”  I  can’t  praise  this  piece  highly 
enough.  Like  all  the  best  writing,  it  is  both  pas¬ 
sionate  and  intensely  intelligent.  The  ban  on  gay 
male  sex  in  the  baths  of  San  Francisco  marked  a 
disgraceful  convergence  between  heterosexist  op¬ 
pression  and  gay  misleadership.  We  face  a 
medical  crisis  which  is  sending  seismic  shocks 
through  the  gay  community,  but  the  bathhouse 
restrictions  have  compounded  the  catastrophe. 
The  bathhouse  owners  are  concerned  first  and 
foremost  with,  profits  and  thus  object  to  these 
restrictions  by  claiming  an  invasion  of  privacy. 
For  the  gay  community  at  large  the  most  crucial 
issue  is  not  the  right  to  privacy  but  our  right  to  the 
world:  in  this  case,  our  right  to  public  institutions 
where  we  can  meet  and  grow  strong  together.  The 
baths  are  not  presently  an  ideal  place  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  but  with  imagination  and  militance  they 
could  become  true  community  meeting  places. 
They  could  become  places  for  education,  culture, 
and  safe  erotic  play.  Instead,  a  few  of  our  gay 
“leaders”  have  joined  hands  with  straights  . . . 
for  our  own  good.  Peter  Drucker  quite  accurately 
criticized  gay  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Harry 
Britt  and  “his  lukewarm-leftist  Harvey  Milk  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Democratic  Club.”  It  is  apparent  that 
Britt  is  even  terrified  of  plain  and  public  talk 
about  cocksucking  and  assfucking  —  this  at  a 
time  when  we  need  sexual  honesty  as  much  as 
medical  research! 

Much  of  the  gay  press  is  steadily  backtracking 
as  we  experience  one  social  and  political 
catastrophe  after  another.  The  next  one  may  be 
Reagan’s  re-election.  Now  more  than  ever  we 
need  a  progressive  lesbian  and  gay  press.  I  hope 
all  GCN  readers  feel  some  responsibility  to  en¬ 
courage  their  friends  to  subscribe  and  contribute 
what  they  can  in  cash  or  writing.  GCN  publishes 
work  which  would  never  see  the  light  of  day 
anywhere  else.  For  readers  and  writers  alike  this 
makes  GCN  an  essential  community  resource. 
Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters 
to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible, 
your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND 
DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three 
pages  (or  less!)  in  length. 


prisoners’  pride 

Dear  GCN, 

...Please  say  something  in  the  Gay  Pride  col¬ 
umn  about  us  that  are  shut  in  and  cannot  attend 
the  festivities.  For  our  support  and  hearts  are 
there  even  when  we  cannot  be. 

Love  and  strength  and  unity  and  gay  pride, 

LaVille  Hannon 

14594 

P.O.  Box  2 

220  East  Wing  A&T 

Lansing,  KS  66043 

support  the  punks 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.] 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers, 

Although  I  wish  you  the  greatest  success  with 
your  march  next  month,  I  feel  obligated  to  tell 
you  that  I  found  you  advertisement  offensive.  I 
saw  the  ad,  with  the  headline  “Hey  Queer!”  in 
Boston’s  Gay  Community  News  and  in  the  New 
York  Native,  although  I  imagine  that  it  ran  in 
many  gay  newspapers  across  North  America. 

What  bothered  me  about  your  ad  was  your  typ¬ 
ifying  those  who  assault  lesbians  and  gay  men  as 
“punks.”  As  a  gay  man,  1  have  found  true  self- 
expression  only  as  part  of  the  international 
movement  which  is  generally  referred  to  as 
“punk.” 

After  writing  to  a  national  punk  magazine 
about  my  experience  as  a  gay  punk,  1  have  been  in 
correspondence  with  other  lesbian  and  gay  punks 
throughout  the  United  States.  It  has  been  our 
common  experience  that  other  punks  have  been 
more  accepting  and  supportive  of  our  gayness 
than  members  of  society  at  large,  perhaps  because 
of  a  mutual  feeling  of  being  outcasts  from  that 
society. 

Within  our  (punk)  movement,  we  have  openly 
gay  bands  (such  as  M.D.C.)  and  bands  who  loud¬ 
ly  criticize  the  homophobia  which  is  so  rampant 
in  society  (with  titles  such  as  “Gay’s  Okay”  and 
“America’s  So  Straight”).  I  feel  that  it  should  be 
a  goal  of  our  (gay  liberation)  movement  that  these 
messages  not  be  confined  to  only  one  style  of 
music,  but  be  more  available  to  all. 

While  I  recognize  that  there  are  punks  who 
harass  and  brutalize  gay  men  and  lesbians,  they 
are  a  very  small  minority  of  all  punks.  In  fact, 
when  incidents  of  anti-gay  violence  by  punks  are 
reported,  punk  magazines  and  organizations 
nearly  universally  condemn  the  acts  and  their 
perpetrators. 

All  punks  have  to  strive  to  overcome  the 
negative  media  imagery  which  portrays  us  as  a 
group  of  mindless,  violent  youngsters.  Needless 
to  say,  gay  and  lesbian  punks  are  also  oppressed 
by  stereotypes  of  gay  people.  It  saddens  me  to  see 
lesbians  and  gay  men  contributing  to  the  stereo¬ 
type  of  punks,  because  I  believe  that  gays  and 
punks  should  unite  to  overthrow  our  mutual  op¬ 
pressors. 

Let’s  work  together  to  free  all  people,  and  to 
overcome  all  stereotypes,  not  just  those  that  af¬ 
fect  us  as  lesbians  and  gay  men! 

In  struggle, 

David  Fleiss 
New  York,  NY 

bar  discrimination 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  night  my  three  friends  were  denied  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  Metro  (Sunday,  June  10),  the  reason 
being  my  girlfriends  were  straight. 

We  (gays)  are  trying  to  pass  legislation  of  a  bill 
for  equal  rights.  What  rights  are  we  looking  for  if 
we  allow  these  discriminatory  acts  to  go  on? 

Imagine  the  indignation  you  would  feel  being 
turned  away  from  someplace  for  being  gay. 

Joseph  Nelligan 
Dedham,  MA 

close  the  open  bar 

Dear  Editors, 

Starting  May  31st,  the  Marquee  is  introducing 
an  “open  bar”  night.  A  $4  cover  allows  us,  for 
2Vi  hours,  to  drink  all  that  we  can.  Offering  us 
neither  food,  nor  entertainment,  the  Marquee  has 
come  up  with  this  “special”  incentive  to  women 
to  drink  as  much  as  possible,  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble.  The  Marquee  argues  that  it  needs  gimmicks 
like  “open  bar”  night  to  make  money.  “After  all, 
we  are  a  business,  and  women  don’t  drink, 
enough.” 

Sadly,  that’s  not  the  truth.  Women  do  drink. 
Alcohol  and  bars  are  a  large  part  of  our  history, 
personal  and  collective.  Abuse  of  alcohol  has 
turned  many  of  our  lives  into  tragedies.  Recovery 
is  a  painful,  slow,  day-to-day  process.  It  is  vital 
that  we  support  one  another  in  our  struggles  with 
alcohol.  Alcohol  abuse  is  a  community  problem. 

We  urge  women  to  drop  by  the  Marquee  (on 
some  night  when  you  won’t  have  to  pay  cover, 
like  Tuesday)  to  let  the  manager  know  “open 
bar”  night  is  unacceptable;  it  encourages  alcohol 
abuse,  and  we  don’t  want  it. 

Then,  boycott  the  Marquee  on  Thursday 
nights.  Let’s  make  “open  bar”  night,  “empty 
bar”  night.  After  all,  they  are  a  business. 
Sincerely, 

Jean  Gauthier 
Phyllis  Reichart 
Barbara  Schulman 
and  16  others 
Cambridge,  MA 


To  the  Editors,  Gay  Community  News: 

We  strongly  disagree  with  the  Houston  Gay 
Political  Caucus’  decision  to  “boycott”  the  Klan 
as  it  marched  through  the  gay  community  on  June 
9.  The  main  arguments  the  HGPC  made  for  this 
stand  were:  1)  Ignoring  the  Klan  would  decrease 
awareness  of  its  existence;  2)  It  would  show  peo¬ 
ple  that  the  Klan  is  on  the  “outside”  of  the  system 
and  the  gay  community  is  on  the  “inside;”  3)  The 
Houston  Police  would  be  placated  and  would  per¬ 
haps  reduce  their  attacks  on  gays;  4)  It  would  not 
be  worth  the  effort  to  demonstrate,  after  all,  “the 
KKK...is  a  joke.  Anybody  walking  down  the 
street  in  SI  .98  sheets  must  have  a  mental  problem. 
Demonstrating  in  the  future  would  only  be  ap¬ 
propriate  if  there  were  a  rise  in  Klan  power  or  in¬ 
creased  Klan  attacks  on  gay  people.  5)  Demon¬ 
strating  against  the  Klan  might  tarnish  the  image 
of  the  gay  community  by  leading  to  the  ugly(?) 
headline,  “Gay  Community  Clashes  with  Klan.” 
6)  Taking  this  stand  might  increase  the  chances  of 
getting  an  anti-discrimination  bill  passed. 

This  stand  flies  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the 
Klan,  particularly  in  Texas,  is  on  the  rise,  and 
violently  attacking  Black,  Mexican,  and  Viet¬ 
namese  people  —  now!  The  Klan  is  not  a  joke.  It 
is  well  organized  into  a  national  coalition  of  right- 
wing  racist  groups  that  included  survivalist  or¬ 
ganizations,  fundamentalist  Christians,  and  Naz¬ 
is.  They  train  on  over  fifty  military  camps  across 
the  country.  In  the  last  six  months  they  have 
burned  crosses  in  Los  Angeles,  marched  in 
Alabama,  and  rallied  five  times  in  Connecticut. 
In  Texas  they  patrol  the  Mexican  border  with 
guns,  along  with  the  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Serivce.  These  are  only  a  few  examples  of  re¬ 
cent  Klan  activity.  In  this  climate,  racist  attacks 
are  escalating  across  the  country,  including  here 
in  Boston.  Ignoring  the  Klan  allows  it  to  continue 
building  this  terroristic  campaign  unimpeded.  We 
are  reminded  of  the  never-too-often-retold  lesson 
of  Nazi  Germany:  that  it  was  not  those  who 
fought  the  rise  of  the  Nazis,  but  those  “good  Ger¬ 
mans”  who  stayed  home  and  ignored  them,  who 
allowed  them  to  take  power.” 

Today,  there  is  clearly  a  resurgence  of  the 
violent  racist  right-wing  that  has  the  tacit  ap¬ 
proval,  and  sometimes  upfront  support  and  guid¬ 
ance,  of  the  government.  FBI  agents  helped 
organize  the  Klan-Nazi  attack  in  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina,  that  left  five  anti-Klan  activists 
dead.  The  courts  exonerated  the  Klansmen,  yet 
they  systematically  incarcerate  people  who 
organize  revolutionary  struggle  against  genocide. 
Members  of  the  KKK  not  only  “walk  down  the 
street  in  $1.98  sheets,”  but  also  run  for  public  of¬ 
fice  and,  like  Grand  Dragon  James  Farrands  in 
Connecticut  on  May  19,  wear  3-piece  suits  and 
organize  in  favor  of  U.S.  war  policies.  The  Klan’s 
literature  and  speeches  put  forth  right-wing  posi¬ 
tions  which  are  not  different  from  those  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  conservative  groups  and  leaders.  Their 
march  in  the  Houston  gay  community,  and  their 
rally  on  Gay  Pride  Day  1983  in  New  Britain,  CT 
(in  which  they  called  for  the  death  penalty  for  gay 
people)  are  not  simply  symbolic;  the  KKK  is  not, 
as  the  HGPC  stated,  “outside”  of  the  system.  It 
is  very  much  at  the  heart  of  it. 

Given  this  reality,  we  can  indeed  expect  the 
mainstream  media  to  praise  those  elements  of  the 
gay  community  who  allowed  the  Klan  to  march 
“peacefully”  through  the  streets  on  June  9.  The 
HGPC’s  stand  may  have  some  influence,  for 
now,  on  the  passage  of  an  anti-discrimination 
bill.  And  it  may  endear  the  HGPC  to  the  Houston 
police  —  but  to  what  end?  The  Houston  police 
force,  as  the  GCN  article  pointed  out,  has  a 
reputation  as  one  of  the  most  racist  and  repressive 
in  the  U.S.  Their  Black  “liberal”  leader,  Lee  P. 
Brown,  is  responsible  for  the  so-called  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  murders  of  Black  children  in  Atlanta, 
which  was  in  fact  a  campaign  to  attack  the  Black 
community’s  right  to  self  defense.  Nationally,  the 
police  murder  400  Black  and  Third  World  people 
every  year.  The  police  exist  to  defend  the  status 
quo  and  have  always  attacked  human  rights 
struggles  in  this  country. 

What  is  to  be  gained  by  the  gay  community  col¬ 
laborating  with  the  police,  bowing  to  the  main¬ 
stream  media,  and  being  silent  in  the  face  of  Klan 
organizing,  in  order  to  secure  a  seat  “inside”  a 
system  that  has  never  been  and  never  will  be  based 
on  human  rights?  Whatever  temporary  privileges 
may  be  gained  through  such  a  stand  are  ultimately 
at  the  expense  of  Third  World  people,  most  gay 
people,  and  all  others  who  want  to  live  in  a  decent 
society.  As  the  U.S.  goes  to  war  against  liberation 
movements  in  Central  America,  Africa,  and  the 
Caribbean,  it  builds  fascism  here  to  organize  sup¬ 
port  for  itself  and  to  contain  growing  revolu¬ 
tionary  struggles  of  the  New  Afrikan  (Black), 
Puerto  Rican,  Mexican,  and  Native  American  na¬ 
tions  within  its  borders.  White  supremacy  is  the 
ideology  that  is  built  to  keep  white  people  sup¬ 
porting  the  system,  on  many  levels.  The  growing 
Third  World  movements  here  for  human  rights 
and  liberation  are  key  to  the  defeat  of  U.S.  Im¬ 
perialism  and  its  war  machine  —  which  will  defeat 
the  Klan  and  lay  a  basis  for  building  a  society  that 
isn’t  based  on  white  supremacy  and  does  not  fos¬ 
ter  class,  sex,  and  gay  oppression.  We  need  to  ally 
with  these  struggles  and  build  a  movement  capa¬ 
ble  of  confronting  fascist,  racist  forces  wherever 
they  emerge! 

The  John  Brown  Anti-Klan  Committee 
( not  “Coalition”  as  erroneously  printed  in  the 
GCN  article!)  4 
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Speaking  Out - 

Lesbians  Oppose  the  Klan 

This  is  a  text  of  a  leaflet  passed  out  by  LIPS,  a  group  of  lesbian  activists  in  Washington , 
D.C.,  when  they  picketed  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  on  May  30,  1984. 


We  as  lesbians,  with  our  gay  male  and  straight  supporters,  have  called  for  this  picket 
line  in  front  of  the  Justice  Department  to  express  our  outrage.  We  protest  the  denial  of 
justice  and  the  continuing  complicity  on  the  part  of  the  Reagan  Administration  and  the 
Justice  Department  in  the  acquittal  of  nine  Klansmen  and  Nazis  for  the  murder  of  five  Com¬ 
munist  Workers  Party  members  in  Greensboro,  NC  in  November  1979. 

At  this  time  the  Reagan  administration  is  naming  any  groups  who  oppose  its  policies 
“terrorist,”  and  denying  the  civil  rights  of  dissenters  or  those  of  us  who  are  not  white,  con¬ 
servative,  middle-class,  heterosexual  and  at  least  nominally  Christian.  They  intend  to 
scapegoat,  blame  and  silence  us. 

Today  we  hold  this  memorial  before  the  doors  of  Justice,  we  make  this  statement  of 
fact,  we  invoke  the  power  of  memory  and  say  that  we  have  not  forgotten  these  murders.  We 
have  not  forgotten  that  five  men  and  women  —  Jewish,  Hispanic  and  Anglo  men,  a  Black 
woman,  union  organizers,  Communists  —  were  shot  down  in  broad  daylight  by  Klansman 
and  Nazis,  who  drove  into  a  public  rally  shouting  “Nigger!,”  “Kike!,”  “Commie 
bastards!,”  as  they  fired  pistols,  shotguns  and  rifles  to  wound  and  kill. 

We  have  not  forgotten  that  the  murderers  were  acquitted  in  a  criminal  trial  a  year  later 
(11/18/80)  by  an  all-white  jury,  some  of  whom  believed  “it’s  less  of  a  crime  to  kill  com¬ 
munists,”  some  of  whom  had  been  threatened  with  violent  Klan  reprisals  if  they  voted  for 
conviction.  We  have  not  forgotten  that  local  police,  the  FBI,  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  were  implicated  in  planning  this  slaughter  through  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  their  Klan/Nazi  informants;  nor  that  the  US  Justice  Department  intervened  iegal- 
ly  to  protect  the  informants  from  having  to  give  testimony  and  from  being  prosecuted.  Nor 
have  we  forgotten  how  the  US  Justice  Department  Community  Advocates  subverted  public 
outrage  at  these  murders  in  the  Greensboro  community.  We  are  not  willing  to  ignore  the 
deliberate  illogic  of  blaming  the  victims  for  the  crime. 

The  Klan/Nazi  attackers  were  acquitted  of  all  charges  a  second  time  on  April  15  of  this 
year,  when  they  were  tried  in  federal  court  for  violating  the  civil  rights  of  the  demonstrators 
they  murdered.  Why  did  the  Justice  Department  choose  to  prosecute  them  under  the  wrong 
section  of  the  US  Criminal  Code,  thereby  allowing  them  the  defense  that  the  people  they 
killed  were  enemies  of  America?  Their  lawyer  argued  “You’re  going  to  hear  an  awful  lot 
about. .  .the  Nazi  party.  But. .  .the  Germans  gambled  everything  and  lost  all  in  opposition 
to  communism. . .  .These  defendants  are  patriotic  citizens  like  the  Germans  were.” 

We  have  not  forgotten  that  it  was  in  the  name  of  patriotism  that  Nazis  in  Germany 
murdered  13  million  people:  9  million  Jews,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  political  opponents, 
homosexuals,  members  of  minority  ethnic  groups,  and  others.  Today  in  Klan  paramilitary  train¬ 
ing  camps  in  the  US,  the  targets  are  labeled  “Jew,”  “Queer,”  “Black,”  and  “Commie.” 

We  protest  the  injustice  of  the  Greensboro  verdicts.  We  protest  the  failure  of  the 
Reagan  administration  to  actively  pursue  justice,  not  only  in  this  case,  but  in  its  daily  work¬ 
ings,  nationally  and  internationally.  We  protest  because  this  administration  condones  and 
encourages  hatred  in  the  name  of  patriotism. 

The  alliance  between  the  Klan  and  the  Nazis  has  given  strength  to  the  so-called  New 


Right/Moral  Majority  and  its  Reagan-supported  agenda.  The  KKK’s  racist,  anti¬ 
communist,  anti-semitic,  anti-gay,  anti-union,  anti-feminist  and  fundamentalist  Christian 
bigotry  are  hallmarks  of  the  Reagan  administration  as  well.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Klan  en¬ 
dorsed  Reagan  for  president  in  1980,  as  they  have  again  in  1984. 

Two  weeks  after  the  nine  Klansmen  and  Nazis  were  acquitted  for  the  second  time  with 
the  tacit  approval  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  a  DC  Superior  Court  court  judge  in  the 
Washington  area  acquitted  two  white,  middle-class  heterosexual  young  men  of  a  brutal 
assault  on  a  gay  man.  The  implication  was  that  their  violent  attack  was  excusable  because 
they  were  drunk,  and  because  they  said  they  thought  they  were  being  propositioned!  Accept¬ 
ance  of  violence  by  white,  heterosexual  men  on  the  grounds  of  the  character  of  the  victim  is 
outrageous;  the  two  acquittals  are  clearly  identical  in  spirit. 

By  naming  groups  who  oppose  administration  policies  "terrorist,”  by  denying  the  civil 
rights  of  dissenters,  this  administration  wants  to  frighten  us  into  silence.  If  we  will  not 
forget,  they  want  us  to  shut  up,  to  be  afraid  for  our  jobs,  our  homes,  our  relationships,  our 
organizations,  and  our  lives.  They  want  to  put  every  progressive,  every  political  activist  in 
this  country  back  into  a  closet.  They  want  us  to  be  afraid  to  protest;  they  want  to  make  it  il¬ 
legal  and  dangerous  for  us  to  demonstrate  that  we  will  not  forget  and  we  will  not  be  silent. 
They  label  us  terrorists,  perverts,  traitors,  subversives. 

Let  us  be  very  clear:  it  is  their  bigotry,  their  fear,  their  violence  and  their  oppressive 
dehumanization  of  us  that  is  outrageous. 

We  will  not  and  we  cannot  go  back,  be  silenced,  or  forget.  In  marching  in  this  Memorial 
Day  picket,  we  remember  and  we  protest! 

*  We  call  for  Congressional  field  hearings  in  North  Carolina  on  the  Greensboro 
murders. 

*  We  hold  the  conservative  Right,  the  Moral  Majority,  and  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  directly  responsible  through  their  policies  for  the  increases  in  Klan 
organizing  and  acts  of  violence  motivated  by  racist  and  anti-Semitic  hatred  over 
the  past  four  years. 

*  We  encourage  everyone  to  contribute  money  and  support  for  the  Greensboro 
Civil  Rights  Fund  in  their  struggle  with  the  judicial  system. 

*  We  urge  everyone  here  to  speak  out  publicly  against  racist,  homophobic, 
anti-feminist,  anti-Semitic  and  anti-communist  bigotry  in  their  workplace  and 
in  their  day  to  day  relationships. 

*  We  also  remember  all  of  those  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  could  not  be  here  to¬ 
day,  because  they  feared  that  their  very  presence  at  a  Lesbian  and  Gay 
demonstration  would  risk  their  jobs,  their  homes,  or  their  relationships.  Enor¬ 
mous  gains  have  been  made  for  Gay  Rights  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  but  until  we 
can  all  stand  in  the  streets  without  fear  of  reprisals,  we  have  not  come  far 
enough! 

We  Oppose  Klan  Violence,  We  Protest  Injustice,  and  We  will  not  be  Silent! 


A  Conversation  with  Myself 

By  A.G.  Birk 


My  stream  of  consciousness  recorded  upon  these  pages  hopefully  will  clear  my  mind  of 
the  webs  woven  by  input  of  many  of  my  gay  friends  and  acquaintances  who  for  reasons 
beyond  my  understanding  harbor  prejudices  of  one  or  more  ethnic  groups  other  than  their 
own.  You  are  invited  to  join  the  stream  —  float  or  stroke  —  and  ponder  you  own  feelings. 
Aloud  I  talked  this  matter  over  with  myself  with  hope  that  answers  would  seep  into  the  pithy 
gray  matter  of  my  brain  concerning  the  whys,  since  those  prejudiced  ones  in  my  sphere  seem 
unable  to  enlighten  me  except  to  pour  out  pompous  platitudes  about  tradition  and  what 
they’ve  been  taught,  etc.,  etc. 

“A.G.,”  I  said  to  me,  “Gay  people,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  are  often  looked  upon 
as  belonging  in  the  third  world,  so  I  find  difficulty  understanding  why  the  ones  I  know  are 
prejudiced  against  kindred  spirits  treading  water  in  similar  pools. 

When  I  was  a  mere  wee  thing,  WWII  was  upon  us  and  the  propagandists  went  for  our 
throats,  or  more  appropriate,  right  for  our  “patriotic  consciences.”  Thank  you,  War 
Department  (since  renamed  Department  of  Defense).  I  was  not  born  with  this  negative 
propensity  —  I  was,  in  fact,  a  rather  loving  child  —  but  learned  to  hate  the  “Krauts”  and  the 
“Chinks.”  Now  was  that  nice?  My  hate  didn’t  aid  pur  “winning,”  though  I  was  made  to 
believe  it  would.  In  fact,  I’m  predisposed  to  believe  our  hate  generated  and  then  prolonged 
the  slaughters. 

Though  I  don’t  beat  the  .streets  or  the  bars  seeking  friendships  with  hyphenated 
Americans,  they  do  cross  my  path  and  become  friends  who  share  rights,  sights  and  insights. 
Because  of  my  gay-ness,  I  am  equally  or  more  subjected  to  prejudice  than  any  minority 
and/or  ethnic  group.  Perhaps  not.  Blacks  and  Mexicans  still  may  have  the  edge  on  that 
distinction.  However,  1  can  hide  my  preference  of  lifestyles  where  people  of  varying  colors 
cannot.  How  my  gay  brothers  and  sisters  can  perpetuate  prejudice  of  other  minorities  will 
never  cease  to  mystify  me  even  though  I  am  sometimes  overwhelmed  with  “logical” 


explanations  —  which,  of  course,  1  call  “illogical  rationalizations.”  1  concede  that  each  of 
us  has  the  right  to  bigotry,  but  how  does  one  justify  being  a  bigot?  We  become  as  those  who 
label  us  as  abominations,  perverts,  among  other  unforgivable,  unkind  names. 

If  I  had  held  on  to  the  hate  1  was  taught  at  such  an  impressionable  age,  and  lived  with 
that  negativity  and  allowed  it  to  be  my  master,  I  would  not  now  allow  blacks,  Mexicans, 
Italians,  Jews  et  al.,  into  my  home.  Gee!  I  probably  could  have  grown  up  and  joined  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan!  Those  creatures  don’t  even  know  that  to  me  they  are  the  perverts  of  the  world. 
But,  they  too  have  a  right  to  be  bigots. 

There  is  no  way  !  can  avoid  the  cliche  to  remind  you  that  American  Indians  who  are  the 
only  native  Americans  are  still  being  screwed  by  the  bureaucrats,  the  same  types  of  bozos 
who  stole  their  land,  raped  their  women  and  moved  them  to  lands  where  they  could  barely 
survive  —  many  didn’t  — just  like  the  Japanese- Americans  who  were  displaced  during  “The 
War  To  End  All  Wars.” 

Imagine  laws  passed  that  decree:  “All  skinny  people  have  to  get  their  butts  out.  Now!” 
“All  short  people,  get  your  butts  out!”  “Blondes.  Out!”  “Old  people.  Out!”  “Long  hairs. 
Out!” 

Let’s  talk  Mexicans!  Illegals  (“lovingly”  called  “wet  backs”)  are  everywhere  near  and 
even  far  from  the  Gulf  Coast  where  I  live  because  of  greedy  employers  who  entice  them  for 
50-cents  or  less  an  hour  to  do  shit  work.  But,  would  such  mongers  recognize  these  people  if 
they  couldn’t  be  used?  People  don’t  deal  with  “trash”  unless  profits  can  be  made.  Mexicans 
are  also  called  greasers  in  Texas.  They  are  lumped  into  one  gargantuan  category  as  illiterate, 
lazy,  dishonest.  If  a  black  isn’t  available,  “grab  a  greaser”  for  the  crime.  So,  tell  me, 
someone  please  tell  me,  how  can  a  gay  Mexican,  Jew,  black,  Irishperson,  or  a  Duke’s 
mixture,  as  1  am,  allow  myself  to  exercise  prejudices  that  condemn  us  all.  Turn  prejudice 
around  and  throw  it  at  yourself.  Hurts  like  hell,  doesn’t  it? 


Community  Voices 


JSo-Forth  &  Multiply  _J 


ianks  again  for  helping  us 
with>vur  “Pick  Up  A  Friend^For 
GCN’>\nrogram,  btH/'please 
remember not  ovei^et !  Most  of 
our  responseys  now  (coming  from 
California  afi a  Massachusetts,  and 
things  seem  to  be  slowing  down. 
What  about  the  rest  of  yVi  in  the 
Southend  the  Midwest?  Itock  up 
thos/  subscription  enveloped  and 
fin/  us  new  friends!  (And  ifyou 
n/ed  another  sub  form,  just  let\is 
/now.)  Thanks. 


womyn’s  crafts 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  very  glad  that  you  decided  to  send  a 
subscription  here  to  the  Ohio  Reformatory  for 
Women.  There  are  900  of  us  and  most  of  the  free 
publications  we  get  here  are  a  lot  of  negative 
trash.  Being  locked  up  is  negative  enough.  I  like 
reading  some  positive  news  for  once.  Keep  up  the 
good  work.  Maybe  when  1  get  out  I’ll  pass 
through  Boston  and  help  you  out  on  your  paper. 
One  good  turn  deserves  another. 

In  the  meantime,  if  there  are  any  womyn  out 
there  who  have  any  ideas  about  what  kinds  of 
crafts  or  whatever  would  sell  at  a  womyn’s 
festival,  please  have  them  write  me.  When  I’m 
released,  I’d  like  to  travel  the  country  selling 
womyn-made  articles  to  womyn.  But  I’d  like  to 
have  a  few  ideas. 

Thank  you  again  for  the  paper, 

Karen  Gerlach, 

16022, 

1479  Collins  Ave, 

Marysville,  OH  43040. 


part  of  the 
ostracized 

Dear  GCN, 

Have  enjoyed  your  publication  for  several 
months.  Especially  the  letters  in  “Community 
Voices.”  The  ones  from  prisoners  hit  home.  I  can 
well  relate  to  the  people’s  feelings  of  discrimina¬ 
tion.  I  have  that  experience  in  this  macho 
populated  joint.  Convicts  forget  they  are  part  of 
the  ostracized. 

I’ve  been  fortunate  enough  to  get  your  mag 
each  week  from  a  friend  of  mine.  I  would  like  to 
correspond  with  someone  or  several  people  for 
friendship,  to  compare  ideas,  or  what  may  come 
up. 

Thank  you  ever  so  much.  Looking  forward  to 
your  next  issue. 

Respectfully, 

Vin  Ray  Pinkstaff 
92144,  Box  514 
Granite,  OK  74547 


sex  as  litmus  test 

Dear  GCN: 

Several  of  us  are  regular  readers  of  GCN,  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Scottish  Gay  Movement  and  also 
active  in  the  Labour  and  Communist  Parties  over 
here. 

We  enjoyed  Hugh  Murray’s  article  (May  12, 
1984),  particularly  when  Hugh  described  his  work 
and  the  careful  attention  gay  people  gave  to  cov¬ 
ering  up  their  sexual  orientation.  Sexual  ques¬ 
tions  are  the  litmus  test  for  any  political  party 
which  claims  to  be  fighting  to  free  society  from 
the  present  crisis.  Dan  Bellm  (letters,  June  2)  was 
quite  right  to  protest  Hugh’s  historical  rambling.s, 
but  his  detense  of  Bill  Bailey  doesn’t  wash:  if  Bai¬ 
ley’s  a  right-on  socialist,  itdoesn  7  mutter  how  old 
he  is,  he  should  be  able  to  modify  his  language 
and  welcome  the  use  of  the  word  gay. 

Let’s  see  more  political  debate  in  GCN. 

Ian  Dunn 

Editor,  Gay  Scotland 
Edinburgh.  Scotland 
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AWESOME! 


"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

“Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z  s 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z 

NEWTON 

DATSUN 

THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 

1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 
Telephone  332-7800 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
520.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  balds,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  ,  etc  ,  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4'Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


SUBSCRIBE! 


10%  off  all  Services  With  This  Ad 


Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing  •  Copying 
•  Typesetting  • 

Opening  Evenings  and  Saturday 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-8pm  Sat.  llam-4pm 


REDUCTIONS,  ENLARGEMENTS, 

ARTWORK  AND  TYPING  SERVICE 

131  Charles  Street,  Boston  (617)  723-5130 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


NO.  STATION 

CINEMA  2  •  227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

“LEATHER  NARCISSUS” 
“CELL  BLOCK  #9” 
AND 

“DYNAMITE” 


Women  Combat  Rapes 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 


BOSTON  —  When  women  in 
the  Allston-Brighton  area  of 
Boston  realized  rapes  had  in¬ 
creased  in  their  area,  they  decided 
to  hold  a  meeting  to  discuss  solu¬ 
tions  and  organizing  strategies.  By 
the  time  the  meeting  took  place, 
two  more  rapes  had  occurred,  ad¬ 
ding  a  sense  of  poignancy  and  im¬ 
mediacy  to  the  proceedings. 

With  100  people  in  attendance, 
women  talked  about  what  actions 
could  be  taken;  the  police  ack¬ 
nowledged  an  increase  in  rapes 
across  the  city;  and  the  roommate 
of  one  of  the  women  raped 
described  what  had  happened  and 
said  the  men  who  raped  her  room¬ 
mate  showed  no  fear.  Calling  for 
stiffer  criminal  penalties  she  said, 
“I  want  rapists  to  be  as  scared  as 
the  victim  is.” 

Carol  Wolfe,  a  spokesperson 
for  Boston’s  Women’s  Issues 
Committee,  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  meeting  along  with  the 
Allston-Brighton  Housing  Alli¬ 
ance,  told  GCN,  “Rape  is  a  male 
problem  and  men  have  to 
recognize  it  is  a  crime  of  violence. 
No  woman  is  safe  any  place  any 
time  of  day.” 

While  Police  Deputy  Superin¬ 
tendent  Paul  F.  Evans  acknow¬ 
ledged  an  “alarming”  increase  in 
rapes  across  the  city,  Police  Public 
Information  Officer  Peter 
Woloschuk  told  GCN  he  did  not 
believe  the  number  of  rapes  in  the 
Allston-Brighton  area  had  increas¬ 
ed  significantly.  Published  reports 
in  the  Boston  Globe  indicated 
there  were  17  rapes  reported  in  the 
area  during  all  of  1983  versus  22 
thus  far  in  1984.  Woloschuk 
denied  this,  saying  the  figures  were 

Boston 

Continued from  page  1 
four  years.  Police,  he  said,  in  ap¬ 
parent  reference  to  a  much- 
exaggerated  story  in  the  sensa- 
tionalistic  Boston  Herald,  entered 
The  Loft,  “with  the  big  palm  tree, 
[and  found]  40  men,  totally  un¬ 
dressed.  And  they  were  all 
arrested.”  O’Neil’s  amendment 
failed  on  an  1 1  to  1  vote. 

Council  President  Joseph 
Tierney  offered  six  amendments, 
the  first  three  of  which  sought  to 
give  the  council  confirmation 
power  over  the  mayor’s  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  commissioners  and  ap¬ 
propriation  of  funds.  Those 
amendments  passed  with  relative 
ease  after  Scondras  indicated  he 
would  not  challenge  them.  But  the 
fourth,  which  would  strip  the  com¬ 
mission  of  its  powers  to  issue  sub¬ 
poenas,  occasioned  a  lengthy  bat¬ 
tle  on  the  council  floor. 

Noting  that  he  had  already  met 
Councillor  Kelly’s  request  to  re¬ 
quire  a  majority  vote  of  the  seven 
Human  Rights  Commissioners 
before  the  body  could  issue  a  sub¬ 
poena,  Scondras  strongly  defend¬ 
ed  the  need  for  such  a  power. 
“The  subpoena  powers  are  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  the  commission  be¬ 
ing  taken  seriously,”  he  declared. 
“To  vote  against  subpoena  powers 
is  effectively  to  kill  the  bill.  That’s 
the  way  I  interpret  it.” 

“We’re  talking  about  a  tool 
here  that  will  just  facilitate  a  body 
being  able  to  do  what  it’s  supposed 
to  do,”  added  Councillor  Bruce 
Bolling,  a  co-sponsor  of  the  or¬ 
dinance.  “If  you’re  going  to  take 

Battering 

Continued  from  page  3 
ities  between  men  and  women. 
However,  in  lesbian  battering,  no 
clear  pattern  indicates  the  batterer 
has  more  social  power,  physical 
strength,  money,  or  class  or  race 
privileges  than  the  battered 
woman. 

Counselors  have  also  observed 
that  a  battered  woman  in  one  rela¬ 
tionship  can  become  the  batterer 
in  the  next  one.  Another  dif¬ 
ference  between  lesbian  and 
heterosexual  battering  may  be  that 
among  straight  people,  the  bat¬ 
tered  woman  seeks  counseling,  but 
that  among  lesbians,  it  is  much 


comparisons  for  the  same  period 
in  1983  and  1984. 

One  woman  was  told  by  police 
that  rape  was  not  a  big  problem  in 
the  city,  that  not  very  many  were 
reported  relative  to  other  crimes. 
Holly  Reed,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Rape  Crisis  Center  told  GCN, 
“We  contend,  and  the  FBI  says, 
one  out  of  ten  rapes  go  unreport¬ 
ed.  Allston  is  in  the  news  right  now 
but  other  communities  have  the 
same  situation,  but  women  don’t 
feel  free  to  report  it.” 

While  acknowledging  “the 
police  are  not  always  compas¬ 
sionate,”  Reed  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  calling  the  police  to  report 
such  crimes.  “It  gives  police  a  bet¬ 
ter  idea  of  where  rapes  are  occurr¬ 
ing.” 

At  present,  police  have  made  no 
arrests  as  a  result  of  the  rapes 
reported  in  Allston.  Woloschuk 
told  GCN  that  there  is  a  “good 
detail”  of  extra  police  in  the  area 
and  that  includes  plainclothes  as 
well  as  uniformed  officers. 

The  most  recent  two  of  the  rapes 
occurred  in  the  women’s  apart¬ 
ments  which  the  men  had  broken 
into.  Although  at  least  two  of  the 
women  were  lesbians,  women  with 
whom  GCN  spoke  believe  their 
lesbianism  was  coincidental. 

Rachel  Greenberg,  also  from  the 
Women’s  Issues  Committee,  told 
GCN  that  a  number  of  possibilities 
for  dealing  with  the  problem  were 
discussed.  Greenberg,  one  of  the 
speakers,  suggested  that  neighbors 
get  to  know  each  other  and  watch 
out  for  each  other.  She  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  tenants  work 
together  to  get  proper  security  in 
their  building.  She  recommended 


away  the  tools,  then  how  is  the 
person  going  to  do  his  or  her 
job?” 

The  amendment  failed,  with 
eight  councillors  voting  against  it. 
When,  after  more  than  two  hours 
of  debate,  the  final  rollcall  vote 
revealed  O’Neil  as  the  only 
dissenter,  the  gallery  erupted  into 
shouts  and  applause. 

After  a  brief  recess,  the  coun¬ 
cillors  returned  to  consider  ap¬ 
proval  of  a  home  rule  petition  to 
the  state  legislature,  seeking 
authorization  for  the  commission 
to  levy  fines  of  up  to  $10,000. 
Councillor  Kelly,  however,  moved 
to  defer  action  on  the  petition. 

“All  of  these  particular  interests 
and  concerns  were  addressed 
through  meaningful  and  produc¬ 
tive  discussion  and  dialogue,”  Kel¬ 
ly  said  of  the  ordinance,  but  added 
that  he  was  unaware  that  the  home 
rule  petition  would  be  entertained 
the  same  day. 

“Perhaps  a  home  rule  petition  is 
in  order,”  Kelly  continued,  “and 
perhaps  it  is  something  I  could 
support.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
perhaps  it  is  something  that  could 
trouble  me  a  great  deal.”  Kelly 
moved  to  send  the  petition  back  to 
committee  “until  we  have  proper 
hearings,  proper  discussion  and 
proper  negotiation.”  With  assent 
from  Scondras,  the  motion  was 
passed. 

Ecstatic  supporters  and  lob¬ 
byists  and  drafters  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  later  crowded  into  Scon¬ 
dras’  office  for  champagne  toasts. 
Scondras  thanked  and  con- 


more  common  for  the  batterer  to 
be  the  one  to  seek  counseling. 

Finally,  one  woman  suggested 
that  in  her  limited  and  in¬ 
conclusive  experience,  lesbian 
feminists  have  a  hard  time  talking 
to  their  friends  about  the  abuse 
they  experience. 


This  event  was  quite  different  to 
sit  through  because  so  many 
women  directly  exposed  the  pain 
in  their  lives.  However,  the 
organizers  should  be  credited  for 
having  created  a  safe  and  comfor- 


security  locks,  good  light  and  that 
intercoms  be  kept  in  working 
order. 

Nancy  Grilk  of  the  Allston- 
Brighton  Housing  Alliance,  a 
tenants  organizing  group,  describ¬ 
ed  what  people  have  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  from  landlords  and  what  to 
do  if  they  do  not  get  it. 

City  Councilor  Brian  McLaugh¬ 
lin  said  he  would  do  a  mailing  to 
area  residents  which  would  report 
rapes  and  detail  ways  to  deal  with 
the  problem. 

One  woman  suggested  a 
neighborhood  watch  which  people 
would  rotate,  covering  each  hour 
of  the  day. 

Greenberg  also  told  GCN  that 
Alana  Murphy  of  the  Boston 
Women’s  Commission  is  consider¬ 
ing  a  number  of  actions,  including 
having  police  sensitivity  training, 
establishing  a  24-hour  hotline,  set¬ 
ting  up  meetings  for  women  on 
personal  safety  and  developing 
educational  spots  for  cable  televi¬ 
sion. 

Both  Greenberg  and  Wolfe  em¬ 
phasized  the  need  to  get  involved. 
Wolfe  told  GCN  that  persons  who 
wish  to  work  on  some  aspect  of 
anti-rape  organizing  have  a  variety 
of  options  open  to  them,  such  as 
building  organizing,  self  defense, 
and  legislative  work. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Allston-Brighton  Housing 
Alliance  at  254-3555  or  the 
Women’s  Issues  Committee  at  Ci¬ 
ty  Councilor  McLaughlin’s  office 
at  725-3113.  Women  who  have 
been  raped  and  need  assistance 
should  call  the  Rape  Crisis  Center 
at  492-7273  (492-RAPE). 


gratulated  them,  noting  that 
“there  have  never  been  so  many 
letters  to  the  city  council  on  any 
issue,  including  the  hectic  days  of 
rent  control,  when  there  were  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  working  here.” 
Constituents  sent  a  total  of  3000 
letters  to  the  council  concerning 
the  ordinance,  he  said. 

Those  working  to  secure  passage 
of  the  ordinance  included  at¬ 
torneys  Holly  Ladd,  Fred  Mandel 
and  Tim  McFeeley,  who  drafted 
and  redrafted  the  legislation  and 
made  themselves  available  to 
councillors  seeking  information 
and  clarification.  The  Rev.  Ed 
Hougen  worked  in  Scondras’  of¬ 
fice  for  several  weeks  as  a  part- 
time  paid  lobbyist  for  the  or¬ 
dinance.  And  the  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
organized  a  Municipal  Ordinance 
Committee  which  lobbied,  pro¬ 
duced  a  brochure  supporting  the 
ordinance,  and  drew  400  people  to 
a  “Community  Action  Evening” 
at  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  7  to  garner 
publicity  and  urge  Boston 
residents  to  write  their  councillors. 

“If  you  want  to  know  why  this 
bill  passed,  you  should  keep  some¬ 
thing  in  mind,”  Scondras  told  the 
jubilant  crowd  gathered  in  his  of¬ 
fice.  “People  in  this  city  organized 
very  well  to  get  this  bill  passed.” 

A  spokesperson  for  Boston 
Mayor  Raymond  Flynn,  who 
pledged  to  support  gay  rights  legis¬ 
lation  during  his  campaign  last 
year,  said  the  mayor  will  sign  the 
ordinance  “very  soon.” 


table  atmosphere  at  this  time  of 
severe  political  and  ideological 
constraint  within  the  women’s 
movement. 


The  New  York  City  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Anti- Violence  Project 
operates  a  hotline  for  people  ex¬ 
periencing  abuse  in  any  aspect  of 
their  lives.  The  number  is  (212) 
772-0404  and  all  services  are  free 
and  confidential.  Calls  from  out¬ 
side  the  New  York  metropolitan 
area  are  welcome. 
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Hollywood:  1948 

Queers  Cast  as  Fascists 


Farley  Granger,  far  left;  John  Dali,  fourth  from  left;  Jimmy  Stewart  and  Alfred  Hitchcock  on  the  far  right. 


Rope.  Directed  by  Alfred  Hitch¬ 
cock.  Screenplay  by  Authur  Lau¬ 
rents.  With  James  Stewart.  Farley 
Granger,  John  Dali,  Constance 
Collier,  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Joan 
Chandler.  Running  time  80  min. 
At  the  Harvard  Square  and  Cool- 
id  ge  Corner. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Rope  begins  with  two  elegant, 
somewhat  pissy,  homosexuals  — 
Brandon  (John  Dali)  and  Philip 
(Farley  Granger)  —  strangling 
their  old  prep  school  roommate 
with  a  short  piece  of  rope.  In 
closeup  they  pull  it  tight  around 
his  neck,  watch  him  die,  and  then 
dump  the  body  in  an  Italian  Re¬ 
naissance  chest.  After  the  work  is 
done,  Brandon  (obviously  the 
older,  harder  and  queenier  of  the 
two)  lights  up  what  could  easily  be 
a  post-coital  cigarette.  This  is 
probably  the  first  time  —  the  film 
was  made  in  1948  —  Hollywood 
answered  the  age-old  question: 
“What  do  they  do  in  bed?” 

Rope  is  the  last  of  the  much 
touted  five  “lost”  Hitchcock 
films  which  have  been  re-released 
in  the  past  year.  A  moderate  failure 
when  first  released,  it  had  gained  a 
reputation  among  film  buffs  be¬ 
cause  it  is  probably  the  only  film 
ever  made  to  be  shot  in  one  long 
take  —  that  is,  there  are  no  cuts, 
the  camera  presents  us  with  one 
continuous  image.  Hitchcock  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  because  the  play 
upon  which  it  was  based  takes 
place  in  one  room  in  a  specific 
timespan.  But  the  film’s  technical 
feats  —  not  all  that  stunning  any¬ 
way  —  are  much  less  interesting 
than  the  images  of  homosexuality 
and  gay  men  perpetrated  by  both 
Hitchcock  and  Hollywood. 

Rope  is  based  up  on  a  1929  Brit¬ 
ish  play  by  Patrick  Hamiliton 
called  Rope’s  End.  Hamilton’s 
play  is  clearly  based  upon  the  in¬ 
famous  Leopold  and  Loeb  mur¬ 
ders  of  1924  where  two  young  men 
(one  probably  actively  homosex¬ 
ual,  the  other  repressed)  kid¬ 
napped  and  murdered  a  boy  as  an 
intellectual  exercise  and  as  proof 
of  some  half-baked,  pseudo- 
Nietzschean,  superman  theories. 
The  murderers  and  their  victim 
were  all  members  of  prominent 
Jewish  Chicago  families,  and  the 


crime  and  subsequent  trial  made 
worldwide  news.  (The  story  has 
become  a  stock  literary  piece  and 
figures  in  the  novel  and  film  of 
Compulsion  as  well  as  others.)  As 
adapted  for  Rope,  the  Leopold 
and  Loeb  story  takes  on  dimen¬ 
sions  which  reflect,  fairly  explicit¬ 
ly,  attitudes  and  images  of  gay 
men  in  the  popular  imagination. 

Author  Laurents’  screenplay 
presents  Philip  and  Brandon  as 
two  effete,  wealthy,  and  cultured 
Manhattan  homosexuals.  Bran¬ 
don  —  clearly  the  more  suave,  so¬ 
phisticated  and  consequently,  the 
more  lethal  for  the  two  —  continu¬ 
ously  refers  to  himself  and  Philip 
as  “superior”  people  who  have 
the  right  to  do  away  with  their  in¬ 
feriors.  The  original  Leopold  and 
Loeb  were  considered  boy  gen¬ 
iuses,  their  sense  of  superiority 
based  upon  the  intellect.  But  Rope 
makes  it  clear,  again  and  again, 
that  Brandon  is  speaking  about  a 
social  and  personal  superiority. 
He  keeps  on  explaining  how  they 
“are  different”  from  other  peo¬ 
ple,  now  they  are  “out  of  the 
mainstream,”  how  they  are  “bet¬ 
ter”  than  others.  And  it’s  pretty 
clear,  from  the  way  Hitchcock  has 
them  looking  at  each  other,  fuss¬ 
ing  about  table  decorations  and 
oohhing  and  ahhing  about  art  that 
the  difference  they  are  talking 
about  is  being  queer. 

Anyway,  Brandon  and  Philip 
(the  latter  somewhat  reluctantly) 
strangle  their  victim,  David,  and 
then  invite  David’s  father,  aunt, 
fiance,  and  ex-best  friend  for  a 
cocktail  party  to  be  served  on  the 
chest  where  they  have  hidden  the 
body.  For  Brandon  this  makes  it 
all  the  “more  perfect.”  They  also 
invite  Rupert  Cadell  (James  Stew¬ 
art)  an  ex-professor  of  theirs  who 
espouses  the  very  philosophy 
which  they  have  put  into  action. 
Throughout  the  evening  Brandon 
becomes  more  and  more  bold  in 
his  innuendo  while  Philip  becomes 
a  nervous  wreck.  After  the  guests 
leave,  Rupert  returns  and  uncov¬ 
ers  his  worst  suspicions.  Brandon 
and  Philip  are  caught  through  a 
combination  of  being  too  clever 
and  too  spineless. 

As  a  piece  of  film.  Rope  is  pret¬ 
ty  terrible.  Hitchcock’s  plan  of  no 
editing  leaves  the  film  static  and 


boring  to  watch.  Only  twice  does 
he  use  the  technique  to  any  dra¬ 
matic  or  stylistic  advantage.  Laur¬ 
ents’  screenplay  is  incredibly  stage 
bound.  The  entrances  and  exits 
reek  of  the  worst  stage  acting,  and 
most  of  the  dialogue  is  fake  Brit¬ 
ish  arch.  You  can  see  where  the 
Hamiliton  play  was  to  be  a  nasty 
turn  on  a  Noel  Coward  setting, 
but  the  20  years  between  play  and 
film  show  all  too  obviously,  and 
any  updating  that  was  done  seems 
an  afterthought. 

The  real  interest  is  in  Hitch¬ 
cock’s  pathology  in  detailing  what 
he  considers- tlie  pathology  of  the 
two  main  characters.  By  most  ac¬ 
counts  —  most  of  them  by  Authur 
Laurents  —  Hitchcock  would  not 
acknowledge  that  the  two  charac¬ 
ters  were  supposed  to  be  homosex¬ 
uals.  John  Dali  and  Farley  Gran¬ 
ger  had  decided  to  play  them  as 
such  (although  one  can’t  imagine 
how  else  to  play  them),  and  appar¬ 
ently  James  Stewart  didn’t  give  it 
any  thought  at  all.  Laurents,  who 
was  a  budding  young  playwright 
at  the  time  and  has  gone  on  to 
write  several  gay  plays  and  novels 
and  just  recently  directed  the 


Broadway  production  of  La  Cage 
au.x  Folles,  definitely  intended  the 
men  to  be  homosexuals.  Of 
course,  in  1948  you  couldn’t  actu¬ 
ally  say  that  they  were  homosexu¬ 
als.  Hitchcock,  however,  makes 
the  presumptions  for  the  au¬ 
dience. 

In  both  their  actions  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  film  presents 
Brandon  and  Philip  as  the  epito- 
mal  stereotypes  of  gay  men.  Most 
of  these  stereotypes  dovetail  neat¬ 
ly  into  other  images  which  exist  in 
the  popular  imagination,  usually 
associated  with  corruption,  deca¬ 
dence,  evil  and  a  proclivity  to¬ 
wards  causing  harm.  In  their  im¬ 
mediate  surroundings  Brandon 
and  Philip  are  clearly  wealthy  and 
artistic.  Philip  plays  the  piano, 
and  we  are  told  that  Brandon  has 
just  managed  “through  some 
friends”  to  get  a  concert  date  at 
Town  Hall  set  up.  The  penthouse 

—  which  belongs  to  Brandon’s 
mother  (close  binding,  I’m  sure) 

—  is  decorated  tastefully  but  with 
a  heavy  emphasis  on  the  expensive 
and  the  outre.  Clearly  we  are 
meant  to  see  that  not  only  is 
wealth  the  question  here,  but  it  is 


a  wealth  which  is  used  to  reinforce 
that  “special”  and  “better-than- 
other-people”  attitude  which  both 
men  have.  The  American  movie¬ 
goer  has  never  had  anything 
against  the  rich  as  long  as  they  sitll 
stayed  “just  folks”;  as  soon  as 
you  present  money  as  emblematic 
or  the  cause  for  any,  and  especial¬ 
ly  sexual,  deviance,  it  is  time  to 
worry. 

The  stereotype  of  gay  men  as 
wealthy  —  therefore  powerful, 
power  hungry,  and  dangerous  — 
is  seen  in  Brandon’s  and  Philip’s 
social  interactions.  Both  are 
charming  and  ooze  about  the 
apartment  as  though  they  have 
been  oiled.  In  Hollywood  terms 
this  is  different  from  being  polite. 
Normal  people  are  polite;  people 
with  something  to  hide  are  very 
charming.  This  effeteness  and  cal¬ 
culated  social  grace  underscores 
the  obviousness  that  both  men 
consider  themselves  “above” 
everyone  else.  Their  joke  of  serv¬ 
ing  dinner  from  the  coffin  of  the 
dead  man  to  his  friends  is  more 
than  a  clever  plot  twist;  it  rein¬ 
forces  their  basic  attitude  that 
Continued  on  page  17 
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Gay  Student,  Gay  Teacher:  Pushing  Back 


By  John  Rosario 


It  is  one  of  life’s  mixed  blessings 
that  we  eventually  fall  into  the 
morass  we  were  so  purposely 
avoiding.  So  it  was  with  me  when  I 
entered  the  teaching  profession  — 
a  career  choice  that  was  double- 
edged,  to  say  the  least,  given  my 
sexual  identity  and  personal  his¬ 
tory.  The  story  goes  like  this: 

In  the  later  summer  of  1983  1 


was  hired  by  the  Cambridge 
School  Department  as  a  seventh 
and  eighth  grade  teacher  in  the 
Magnet  Program  at  the  John  M. 
Tobin  School  for  the  1983-84 
school  year.  1  came  to  the  job  after 
some  soul  searching,  having 
taught  in  both  public  and  private 
schools  in  traditional  and  uncon¬ 
ventional  settings.  I  was  pleased  by 
my  appointment  and  eager  to  work 
in  an  alternative  program  that  was 
affiliated  with  public  education. 
Among  other  things,  I  was  looking 
for  a  teaching  situation  that  stress¬ 
ed  academic  achievement,  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  creative  freedom, 
all  aimed  at  a  diverse  cross  section 
of  students.  From  my  understand¬ 
ing  the  Magnet  Program  offered 
all  of  these.. 

Looking  back  over  the  last  nine 
months  1  vividly  remember  my  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  Tobin  School  as 
an  uneasy  one,  however. 

The  month  is  September.  The 
setting  is  familiar  —  it  is  the  in¬ 
stitutional  architecture  of  the 
public  school  building.  And  with 
this  setting  comes  an  old  associa¬ 


tion  that  is  now  commonplace  wis¬ 
dom  for  student  and  teacher  alike: 
school  as  the  scene  of  childhood 
unhappiness.  These  are  my 
thoughts  as  I  walk  down  the  stark 
and  featureless  corridors  of  mold¬ 
ed  concrete. 

The  classrooms  are  empty  on 
my  first  day,  but  soon  they  will  be 
filled  with  children.  1  try  to  im¬ 
agine  their  faces  but  find  that  1 
cannot.  As  I  turn  the  classroom 
key  in  its  lock  and  swing  open  the 
door,  I  become  aware  of  the 


pressure  which  is  bearing  down  on 
me.  Already  the  air  feels  heavy  and 
dense,  my  gestures  and  voice  con¬ 
stricted  with  anxiety.  Apprehen¬ 
sion  takes  over,  one  that  has  sur¬ 
faced  intermittently  from  job  to 
job,  but  which  seems  to  amplify 
this  September.  This  is  not  only 
the  vague  uneasiness  of  being  new 
on  a  job.  This  is  a  feeling  of  real 
concern  for  my  job  security  and 
professional  integrity  should  my 
sexual  identity  become  an  issue. 

By  August  1983  I  had  accumu¬ 
lated  diversified  experience  in  the 
field  of  teaching.  1  had  been  an 
assistant  teacher  in  the  secular  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Providence  Hebrew 
Day  School,  a  long-term  substitute 
teacher  at  Medford  High  School  in 
Medford,  Massachusetts,  a  speech 
and  drama  teacher  at  a  public 
junior  high  in  Medford,  and  an 
English  and  drama  instructor  for 
two  years  at  Sudbury  Valley 
School.  In  an  era  of  fiscal  cutbacks 
and  extensive  layoffs,  1  had  con¬ 
sistently  found  work  and  I  looked 
forward  to  my  newly  acquired 
position  at  the  Tobin  School. 


From  the  beginning,  I  knew  that 
the  Tobin  School  would  not  even 
vaguely  resemble  the  Sudbury 
Valley  School,  with  its  student- 
selected  staff  and  smorgasbord  of 
electives  —  a  school  which  was 
designed  to  promote  personal  free¬ 
dom  and  had  the  mechanism  to  in¬ 
sure  that  both  students’  and 
teachers’  rights  were  protected  in 
the  form  of  a  School  Meeting.  But 
even  at  Sudbury  Valley,  with  its 
populist  philosophy  and  pro¬ 
gressive  thinking,  there  had  been 
wisecracking  and  subtle  forms  of 
antagonism  from  some  students 
and  staff  members.  But  an  off¬ 
color  joke  or  cool  indifference 
would  have  been  preferable  to  the 
kind  of  ridicule  that  I  was  to  en¬ 
dure  at  the  Tobin  School. 

I  don’t  remember  when  the  first 
insult  came  or  which  student  said 
it.  Like  most  scapegoats,  I  wanted 
to  believe  that  I  was  imagining 
things,  that  some  internalized 
voice  was  hissing  inside  me,  or  that 
some  foul  odor  from  the  past  was 
slipping  in  under  the  door.  At  first 
the  remarks  were  occasional  and 
few  and,  I  am  almost  tempted  to 
say,  innocuous,  except  for  the  fact 
that  1  noticed  every  one.  At  the 
outset  there  were  no  direct  attacks 
from  my  students,  just  veiled  allu¬ 
sions  to  homosexuality  that  I 
wanted  to  ignore.  By  mid-Octo¬ 
ber,  however,  I  could  no  longer 
deny  that  a  vendetta  was  taking 
place  between  my  students  and 
myself.  And  1  armored  myself  as 
best  I  could  against  their  ridicule. 

“You  look  like  a  faggot,  John,” 
one  of  my  students  commented  as 
he  examined  a  photograph  of  me. 

Another  student  demanded, 
“Why  are  you  always  looking  at 
me?” 

“Because  he’s  got  a  crush  on 
you,”  his  friend  exclaimed. 

There  were  times  when  I  was 
certain  that  I  was  dreaming  all  of 


“Over  at  ‘North’  they  say  you’re 
a  queer.’’ 


For  two  years,  GCA/’s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or 
new-found  friends,  and 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of: 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

□  $  50  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 

Name _ ; _ _ 

Address _ _ 

City.  State/Zip  _ _ 

Please  mall  to  GCN  Sustalners,  167  Tremont  St..  Boston.  MA  02111 


this,  that  the  past  had  somehow  in¬ 
truded  upon  me  against  my  will.  I 
had  already  invested  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  time  and 
energy  exploring  the  question  of 
sexual  identity  in  therapy  and  had 
learned  how  to  separate  former 
fears  from  what  was  current. 
Besides,  my  unhappiness  was  too 
real  for  me  to  dismiss;  in  fact  it 
compounded  those  earlier  mis¬ 
eries,  unrelenting  as  they  had  been 
in  their  time. 

My  own  schooling  had  taken 
place  in  the  Southwest,  in  Tucson 
and  Phoenix,  Arizona,  where  1 
had  attended  a  number  of  public 
and  parochial  schools  in  the  six¬ 
ties  and  seventies. 

It  was  15  years  ago  (how  odd  it 
feels  to  look  back,  for  I  was  sure 
that  I  would  never  survive  those 
years,  or  have  the  strength  to  tell 
about  them)  that  I  was  an  obse¬ 
quious  member  of  an  eighth  grade 
class  and  beginning  to  take 
seriously  and  in  a  deeply  personal 
way  the  scorn  of  others.  My 
mother  and  I  had  just  relocated 


tions  from  the  other  students,  but  I 
had  stoically  borne  up  under  the 
pressure  of  their  accusations. 

Without  regard  for  my  feelings 
or  my  safety,  the  teacher  said  that 
she  had  heard  the  rumor  that 
another  boy  and  I  had  had  a  tete-a- 
tete  one  day  after  school. 

“A  what?”  1  dumbly  asked. 

“  A  little  kissing  and  making  out 
with  one  of  the  boys,”  she  impa¬ 
tiently  explained.  “It  is  true?” 

“No,  ma’am,”  1  replied  as  soft¬ 
ly  as  I  could. 

The  teacher  studied  me,  for 
signs  of  honesty,  I  believe.  I  turned 
away  from  her  and  faced  the  jeering 
class.  A  hollow,  groundless  feeling 
immediately  seized  me  and  an 
acute  sense  of  panic  that  my  life 
was  somehow  in  danger.  A  barrier 
that  was  to  separate  me  from  other 
people  was  put  into  place  as  I 
walked  around  with  the  fear  that 
at  any  moment  I  might  be  publicly 
humiliated  for  being  gay. 

I  went  back  to  my  desk  and 
pleaded  with  the  girl  who  sat  next 
to  me,  “You  believe  me,  don’t  you? 


The  message  became  clear  to  me 
and  to  them:  if  shoved,  I  would 
push  back. 


back  in  the  Southwest,  this  time  in 
Phoenix,  after  a  brief  sojourn  to 
Kitchener,  Ontario,  where  I  had 
finished  the  seventh  grade.  Here  I 
was  again  in  a  new  school  in  a  new 
town.  It  was  in  late  September  or 
early  October  that  the  trouble  be¬ 
gan.  One  afternoon  1  was  called  to 
the  front  of  the  class  by  the 
teacher,  a  woman  whose  name  and 
appearance  I  have  permanently 
blocked  from  memory,  and  was 
accused,  without  warning,  of  be¬ 
ing  a  queer.  I  had  heard  intima- 


You  know  that  I’m  not  a  queer.” 

She  nodded.  “Yeah,  I  think 
so. . . .  Why  don’t  ya  stop  talkin’ 
about  it  and  leave  me  alone.” 

The  few  friends  I  had  managed 
to  acquire  vanished  after  that  day. 
And  I  had  been  in  too  many 
schools  (13  by  the  time  I  was  in  the 
eighth  grade),  had  changed 
neighborhoods  too  many  times, 
had  lost  too  many  friends  over  the 
years  to  have  had  the  strength  or 
confidence  to  ride  the  current  of 

Continued  on  next  page 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  F.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston.  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Continued  from  previous  page 

ostracism  until  it  wore  down.  I  ac¬ 
cepted  my  friendless  status 
without  opposition  or  question. 
And  I  could  not  go  home  and  con¬ 
fide  in  my  mother,  for  she  would 
surely  side  with  the  teachers,  as  she 
had  done  in  other  skirmishes. 
Needless  to  say,  there  was  nowhere 
to  turn  but  inward. 

When  1  moved  and  changed 
schools  later  that  year  1  sighed 
with  anxious  relief  at  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  start  over.  But  less  than  a 
week  lapsed  before  a  girl  came  up 
to  me  and  smugly  said,  “Over  at 
North  they  say  you’re  a  queer.” 
She  wrinkled  her  face  when  she 
said  it  and  1  knew  from  the  look  in 
her  eyes  that  she  had  wasted  little 
time  in  spreading  the  word. 

From  that  point  on  I  knew  that  1 
would  always  be  on  the  edge  of 
social  disapproval.  That  is  why  1 
never  got  the  courage  to  ask  girls 
out  on  dates  when  1  was  older,  or 
accept  invitations  to  many  parties. 
And  sexual  experimentation,  an 
indigenous  stage  in  adolescent 
development,  was  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion. 

Socially,  it  was  too  risky  that 
someone  would  turn  at  some  un¬ 
predictable  moment.  And  they  did 
turn  on  me.  My  freshman  year  in 
high  school  was  sheer  agony 
because,  early  on,  three  redneck 
boys  had  sized  me  up  and  cornered 
me  after  school  one  day.  “We 
know  a  queer  when  we  see  one  . . . 
We  like  to  beat  the  shit  out  of 
queers.”  One  of  these  boys,  who 
happened  to  be  in  my  English 
class,  seized  every  opportunity  to 
insult  me  in  class.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  he  had  won  many  students  to 
his  side,  while  I  tried  to  dodge  his 
insults. 

Later,  during  my  junior  year 
(again  at  another  of  the  endless 
schools  I  was  to  attend),  members 
of  the  football  team  hauled  me  in¬ 
to  a  conference  room  one  day. 
“Why  don’t  you  just  admit  that 
you’re  a  faggot?”  “You  wouldn’t 
know  what  to  do  with  a  pussy  if  we 
put  it  on  your  lap,”  another  threw 
in.  “We’re  on  to  you  and  we’re 
gonna  kick  your  ass.  So  you  better 
learn  how  to  run,”  a  third  one 
threatened. 
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The  emotional  damage  that  1 
sustained  was  extensive.  Very  little 
of  my  interactions  with  the  op¬ 
posite  sex  —  to  use  a  bland, 
generic  term  —  seemed  real. 
Whatever  care  or  affection  existed 
could  find  no  expression,  because 
I  felt  that  deep  down  1  was  not  a 
man  —  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  sexuality  and  everything  to  do 
with  autonomy  and  self-esteem. 
Likewise,  my  relationships  with 
boys  were  equally  disturbed.  And 
boys,  for  reasons  of  safety,  were 
less  a  part  of  my  world  than  were 
girls. 

My  few  male  friends  drifted  out 
of  my  life  once  they  ventured  into 
sexual  experiences,  while  1  stayed 
chastely  behind. 

This  was  the  history  that  I  car¬ 
ried  into  the  classroom  in  1983. 

As  an  adult  and  a  teacher  I 
presumed  wrongly,  it  seemed,  to 
be  on  different  footing.  These, 
after  all,  were  only  children,  and  1 
was  now  in  the  position  of  authori¬ 
ty.  Regardless,  their  sarcasm  as 
well  as  their  direct  hits  on  my 
character  took  their  toll  on  my 
confidence  and  self-esteem. 
Ironically,  they  did  not  consider 
themselves  fair  game  though  I  was 
their  moving  target.  The  weeks 
went  by  and  the  tension  increased. 
I  yelled  at  my  students.  1  punished 
them  with  detentions  and  extra 
work.  1  insulted  them  when  1  could 
get  away  with  it.  I  did  everything 
but  confront  the  matter  that  so  ob¬ 
viously  lay  in  our  midst. 

I  had  not  even  mentioned  the 
situation  to  my  colleagues,  though 
1  presumed  that  they  must  have 
overheard  the  students’  derision; 
neither  did  they  in  the  long  run 
offer  any  substantive  support.  For 
much  of  that  time  I  felt  as  I  had  in 
the  past:  there  was  no  place  to  turn 
for  safety. 

Then,  one  day  in  February,  out 
of  the  blue  it  must  have  seemed,  I 
walked  into  my  staff  developer’s 
office.  “There’s  something  I  want 
to  talk  to  you  about,”  1  said.  “I’m 
being  harassed  by  students  because 
I’m  gay.  I  can’t  even  conduct  a 
class  anymore  without  an  incident 
or  comment  from  one  of  the  kids. 
Three  girls  in  particular  ...”  I 


gave  him  the  details  and  listed  a 
number  of  incidents:  the  lecture 
during  which  the  girls  placed  bets 
as  to  which  one  of  the  boys  1  would 
like  to  molest;  the  student  who 
came  up  to  me  and  said  sneeringly 
in  her  loudest  voice,  “Are  you 
gay?”;  the  boy  who  asked  me  how 
I  liked  “to  take  it  up  the  ass,”  as  1 
stood  near  him,  correcting  his 
paper;  the  boy  who  screamed  at 
me  to  come  out  of  the  closet,  when 
1  ejected  him  from  the  class  for  ex¬ 
cessive  talking.  In  addition  there 
were  graffiti  in  the  bathroom, 
anonymous  notes,  the  constant 
snickering. 


The  staff  developer  set  up 
meetings  with  the  most  vitupera¬ 
tive  students  and  questioned  them. 
He  also  called  their  parents  and 
warned  of  threatened  suspensions. 
Later  I  was  called  to  a  meeting 
with  the  students.  Slowly  we  forg¬ 
ed  a  truce.  I  had  successfully  taken 
the  first  step  towards  regaining  my 
authority.  Word  spread  like 
wildfire  among  the  children  that  1 
had  met  with  my  director  and  that 
three  particular  students  were  on 
the  verge  of  suspension.  The 
message  became  clear  to  me  and  to 
them:  if  shoved,  I  would  push 
back.  I  was  fortunate  that  the 
parents  sided  with  me;  they  felt 
betrayed,  they  said,  by  their 
children’s  behavior.  “I  have  many 
gay  friends  and  they  are  welcome 
in  my  house,”  one  mother  disclos¬ 
ed.  “I  don’t  understand  ...” 

In  time  there  was  rarely  any 
derisive  reference  to  homosexuali¬ 
ty  in  the  room.  The  dramatic  irony 
of  this  situation  was  that  for  the 
most  part  homosexuality,  as  an 
identity  or  lifestyle,  had  such  little 


bearing  on  these  children,  pre- 
sexual  as  they  were;  it  was  only  a 
means  of  scapegoating  someone. 
The  other  lesson  was  that  the 
world  had  changed  in  15  years. 

Today,  there  are  more  effective 
ways  of  dealing  with  persecution 
than  by  retreating  into  isolation. 
The  very  fact  that  gay  people  are 
visible  and  vocal  and  wield 
political  influence  has  changed  the 
urgency  of  my  situation.  If  push 
does  indeed  come  to  shove,  one 
has  the  option  to  sue  for  sexual 
discrimination.  But  there  are  also 
reasonable  responses  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  fair  treatment  of  the  gay 


professional,  such  as  anti- 
discrimination  clauses,  in  effect  in 
a  number  of  educational  institu¬ 
tions,  M.l.T.  being  a  prime  exam¬ 
ple.  In  Cambridge  a  forum  was 
sponsored  recently  by  gay  teachers 
and  students,  with  school  ad¬ 
ministrators  present,  that  address¬ 
ed  the  concerns  of  these  groups. 
Finally,  for  me,  there  is  one  very 
real  factor  that  presides  over  all 
this  —  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
is  not  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

In  15  years’  time  a  person  also 
changes  and  moves  beyond  the 
narrow  circumference  of  his  own 
fears.  Fifteen  years  ago  I  only 
knew  that  1  had  been  chosen 
singularly  out  of  the  many,  to  be 
ridiculed  and  ostracized.  Now,  as 
an  adult  and  teacher,  I  see  that  the 
solitary  land  of  unpopularity  has  a 
vast  population,  and  that  all 
children  at  one  time  or  another 
stand  precariously  close  to  its 
borders. 

Ultimately,  the  circumstances 
regarding  one’s  coming  out  should 
be  of  one’s  making  and  choice;  but 


this,  then,  is  not  an  ideal  world. 
Coming  out  or  playing  straight 
each  has  its  own  perils,  its  own 
limitations.  And  with  the  few 
models  there  are  to  guide  us,  find¬ 
ing  a  reasonable  answer  to  an  ex¬ 
treme  situation  requires  extra¬ 
ordinary  patience  and  wit.  There 
were  many  times  when  I  thought 
back  to  the  teacher  in  the  German 
film  that  premiered  in  Boston  a 
few  years  ago.  Taxi  Zum  klo.  In 
the  film  the  gay  teacher  confronts 
his  class  in  full  drag,  an  act  which 
critics  and  much  of  the  audience 
applauded  for  its  freedom  and 
daring,  for  its  liberating  effect  but 
what  must  have  seemed  to  eleven- 
and  twelve-year-olds  like  bizarre 
entertainment.  School,  after  all,  is 
not  the  Mardi  Gras  nor  the  circus. 
And  not  all  gay  teachers  wish  to 
solicit  the  approval  of  their 
students. 

The  point  to  all  this  rumina¬ 
tion  is,  of  course,  that  our  choices 
and  tactics  materialize  out  of  our 
own  individual  conditions.  The 
popular  culture  doesn’t  give  us  an 
adequate  design  because  it  doesn’t 
yet  acknowledge  that  we  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  responsibly  fill 
public  roles.  Fortunately,  we  live 
in  a  time  when  many  of  us  don’t 
have  to  play  hide-and-seek  to  earn 
our  bread  and  butter. 

All  in  all,  this  has  been  a  lesson 
about  change,  both  public  and 
private.  Some  day,  1  tell  myself,  1 
will  give  up  the  past  and  the 
distracting  claim  it  makes  on  my 
attention.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
we  are  never  wholly  free  of  the 
past,  never  truly  “let  go”  of  it,  as 
the  vernacular  naively  states  it.  At 
best,  we  add  on  to  experience, 
develop  emotionally,  reinforce  our 
strengths.  In  these  terms,  then,  I 
succeeded  and  1  failed.  1  can  never 
go  back  and  refashion  that 
tremulous  boy  of  14  nor  undo  his 
pain;  anatomically,  he  has  been 
sloughed  off  and  outgrown.  Emo¬ 
tionally,  he  has  been  superseded 
by  wiser,  m.ore  discerning  selves. 
But  today  it  is  enough  to  say  that 
he  struggles  with  the  choices 
available  to  him  just  as  I,  15  years 
later,  struggle  with  different 
possibilities. 


Now,  as  an  adult  and  teacher,  I 
see  that  the  solitary  land  of 
unpopularity  has  a  vast  population, 
and  that  all  children  at  one  time 
or  another  stand  precariously 
close  to  its  borders. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.(  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

'  *  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia- ' 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

•  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

•  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 
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EXPERIENCES  FOR  LOVING  MEN 

Mai  to:  FirstHond  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept.  3,  Teaneck,  NJ  07666. 


BURLINGTON,  VT  —  Vermonters  observed  their 
second  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Celebration 
here  on  Saturday,  June  16  when  over  350  people 
gathered  under  the  therrje,  "Out  in  the  Mountains." 

The  day  began  with^a  rally  in  City  Hall  Park  at 
1 :00  p.m.  Featured  speaker  Tim  Sweeney,  executive 
director  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  addressed  the  status  of  legal  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  nationally.  He  then  focused  on  what 
gay  communities  in  towns  the  size  of  Burlington  are 
doing  throughout  the  country  to  win  legal  protec¬ 
tion. 

Local  speakers  ar  the  rally  responded  to  the  Bur¬ 
lington  Board  of  Alderpersons'  recent  refusal  to  pro¬ 
claim  June  16  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  in  the  city. 
While  this  was  narrowly  defeated  (7-6),  the  Board 
unanimously  passed  the  second  part  of  the  submit¬ 
ted  resolution,  encouraging  all  levels  of  government 
to  act  to  protect  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  areas  of 
housing,  employment,  child  custody,  and  public  ser¬ 
vices. 

Parade  organizer  Michiyo  Fukaya  criticized  the 
Board  for  its  refusal  to  pass  the  first  part  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  based  on  its  position  that  the  city  of  Burlington 
should  not  take  a  stand  on  a  "moral"  issue.  Citizens 
Party  Alderman  Peter  Lackowski,  speaking  at  the 
rally,  said,  "For  some  reason  a  lot  of  alderpeople 
cannot  say  they  are  proud  of  their  friends." 

Other  speakers  stressed  the  need  to  introduce  to 
the  Board  an  anti-discrimination  bill  covering  muni¬ 
cipal  employment  and  contracted  services  to  test 
their  unanimous  support  of  the  second  part  of  the 
resolution. 

The  march  itself  was  an  exciting,  colorful  affair, 
including  banners,  jugglers,  lavender  balloons,  and 
percussion.  The  crowd  walked  joyously  through  the 
downtown  area,  chanting  and  singing  the  entire 
way.  Marchers  ignored  the  few  hecklers  on  the  side¬ 
walk  and  many  onlookers  seemed  caught  up  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  parade. 

Other  pride  activities  included  singers,  a  com¬ 
edy  skit,  an  "open  mike"  segment  during  which 
members  of  the  crowd  could  share  their  thoughts 
with  others,  volleyball  and  the  local  Integrity  chap¬ 
ter's  showing  of  the  classic  gay  documentary  Word 
Is  Out. 


Special  thanks  to: 

Jay  Mays  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii; 

David  McCartney  in  Anchorage,  Alaska; 
Scott  Brookie  in  Santa  Cruz,  California; 
Rink  in  San  Francisco; 

Chris  Smith  in  Seattle; 

Monique  Meadows  in  Phoenix; 

Ellen  M.  Young  in  Phoenix; 

Meredith  McKell  in  Denver; 

Kris  Kleindienst  in  St.  Louis; 

Sharon  Page  in  Chicago; 

Jeannette  Bickhoff  in  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Brian  Gallagher  in  Burlington,  Vermont; 
Doug  Bessette  in  Burlington,  Vermont; 
Peg  Byron  in  New  York  City; 

Bob  Nelson  in  New  York  City; 

Jim  Ryan  in  Washington,  D.C.; 
and  Susan  D.  Fleischmann  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 


PHOENIX  —  Some  1600  lesbian/gay  pride  partici¬ 
pants  danced  down  Phoenix's  Central  Avenue  on 
June  16  to  the  rhythm  of  thunderous  disco  music 
pouring  over  the  crowd  from  one  of  the  first  gay- 
oriented  floats  to  grace  the  city's  streets.  A  con¬ 
tingent  of  horses  and  wagons,  provided  by  the  local 
bar  Connection  were  nixed  by  the  Phoenix  Police. 
Department,  but  after  numerous  phone  calls  were 
made  to  the  City  Council  by  members  of  the  Arizona 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  (ALGTF),  the  police  ob¬ 
jection  was  overridden. 

The  march  and  rally,  both  sponsored  by  ALGTF, 
kept  with  the  national  theme,  "Unity  and  More  in 
'84,"  and  helped  to  "pull  the  community  together," 
according  to  co-chair  Scotty  Perrin.  "I  thought  it  was 
a  success  in  that  the  bars  felt  free  to  participate  and 
we  got  a  lot  of  support  from  other  cities  in  Arizona, 
so  there  was  a  great  feeling  of  unity." 

Keynote  speaker,  Flo  Kennedy,  a  black  feminist 
attorney  from  New  York,  urged  boycotts  of  advertis¬ 
ers  as  one  response  to  anti-gay  newspaper  articles. 
She  called  publicity  and  money  two  "testicular 
areas"  through  which  offenders  can  be  convinced  to 
change  their  ways.  She  also  advocated  the  boycott 
of  anti-gay  films,  suggesting  that  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  should  write  new  film  scripts  from  their  own  ex¬ 
perience  in  order  to  change  the  film  industry. 

Among  the  musical  entertainers  was  Phoenix 
favorite,  San  Franciscan  Bill  Folk,  who  sang  his  gay 
anthem,  "We  Are  Here." 

Phoenix  Gay  Pride  Week  included  a  pizza  party, 
a  picnic  ,  and  a  hayride,  and  was  also  highlighted  by 
two  additional  guest  speakers  from  California,  Rob¬ 
ert  Gentry  of  the  Laguna  Beach  City  Council  and  San 
Francisco  City  Supervisor  Harry  Britt. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  —  There  is  never  anything  quite 
like  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Day  in  San  Francisco,  and 
this  year  is  no  exception.  It  is  enormous  —  between 
90,000  and  300,000  this  year,  depending  on  whom 
you  listen  to  —  with  nearly  1 50  registered  parade  en¬ 
tries  and  four  hours  of  speakers  and  entertainers. 

Despite  all  the  reasons  it  could  be  otherwise,  the 
June  24  event  seems  particularly  upbeat  and  festive. 
The  fog  clears  early,  it  is  hot  and  sunny  and  rainbow 
banners  line  the  parade  route.  For  a  while,  there  is 
an  abundance  of  precision  performing  units,  from 
the  lip-synching  S.F.  Gay  Men's  Chorus  to  L.A.'s 
Great  American  Yankee  Freedom  Band,  to  the  S.F. 
Freedom  Day  Marching  Band.  The  S.F.  band's  ma¬ 
jorette,  a  handsome,  slightly  graying  clone  in  his  for¬ 
ties  wearing  a  shiny  white  mini-dress,  bounces  his 
spinning  baton  on  the  street  five  feet  in  front  of  him 
and  catches  it  effortlessly  on  the  rebound.  The 
crowd  loves  it. 

There  is  little  distinction  between  spectators  and 
marchers.  The  contingent  against  intervention  in 
Central  America  —  a  conglomeration  of  groups  — 
draws  people  from  the  sidelines  with  its  thundering 
and  irresistible  percussion  section.  The  contingent, 
one  of  the  largest  to  begin  with,  triples  in  size  along 
the  parade  route. 

Everything  is  fair  entertainment  game  for  the 
crowd.  A  Harley  belonging  to  one  of  the  Dykes  on 
Bikes,  the  first  contingent  in  the  parade,  conks  out. 
There  is  a  lull  in  the  march  and  thousands  watch  as 
she  tinkers  with  the  machine  in  the  middle  of  the 
street.  After  a  bit,  the  bike  kicks  over,  the  crowd 
roars  its  approval,  and  the  bike  answers  with  a  roar 
down  Market  Street  to  catch  up  with  her  sisters. 

During  another  lull,  ten  sailors  —  real  sailors,  all 
in  white  —  stride  self-consciously  down  the  side¬ 
walk.  The  masses  spot  them;  there  is  a  tumultuous 
cheer;  the  sailors  looked  embarrassed,  but  pleased. 

Comediennes  Lea  DeLaria  and  Jeannine  Strobel 
declare  that  Della  Street  of  Perry  Mason  fame  must 
have  been  a  lesbian:  "She  had  that  deep  voice," 
and  "She  had  a  car.  Only  dykes  in  the  '50s  had 
cars."  Sister  Mary  Media  and  the  Cassettes  of  the 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  do  a  small  produc¬ 
tion  number  in  flowing  hot  pink  and  white  robes. 

The  afternoon  wears  on,  the  celebrants  drift 
away,  filling  subways,  freeways,  bars,  and  friends' 
homes.  The  fog,  which  waited  patiently  all  day,  rolls 
back  in  to  the  city. 


Washington.  I).C 
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WASHINGTON  —  This  city's  annual  gay  and  lesbian 
pride  day  activities  took  place  bn  Sunday,  June  17. 
The  day  began  with  a  march  ffom  Malcolm  X  Park 
on  Meridian  Hill  to  the  festival  site  in  Rock  Creek 
Park.  Marchers  passed  through  the  ethnically 
diverse  Adams  Morgan  neighborhood,  passed  the 
fountain  in  Dupont  Circle  —  psychological  center  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  —  and  onto  the 
Francis  Recreation  Area,  where  some  70  organiza¬ 
tions  had  set  up  booths  selling  everything  from  foot- 
long  hot  dogs  to  anatomically  correct  gingerbread 
people. 

This  year's  program  was  long  on  entertainment, 
but  conspicuously  short  on  political  speeches.  City 
Council  chairman  David  Clarke  read  the  annual  gay 
and  lesbian  pride  day  proclamation  from  the  stage. 
A  crowd  of  about  15,000  —  somewhat  smaller  than 
in  years  past  —  gathered  to  hear  the  music,  eat  the 
food,  and  engage  in  that  time-honored  tradition  of 
checking  out  the  crowd  for  co-workers  who  might 
turn  up. 

Some  people  were  probably  kept  away  by  the 
chilly  weather  and  the  threat  of  rain.  Others  were 
undoubtedly  thrown  off  by  the  fact  that,  for  the  first 
time  in  memory,  the  parade  started  on  time.  "There 
I  was,  enjoying  a  leisurely  breakfast  when  suddenly, 
I  heard  the  band,"  confessed  one  P  Street  resident 
who  was  discouraged  from  preparing  confetti  to 
drop  on  the  marchers.  Nonetheless,  those  who  did 
make  it  to  the  festival  seemed  to  have  a  wonderful 
time. 

The  festival  took  place  despite  great  financial  dif¬ 
ficulty  facing  the  sponsoring  organization,  P  Street 
Festival,  Inc.  Organizers  cancelled  at  the  last  minute 
a  Melba  Moore  concert  at  the  Kennedy  Center, 
secured  a  $5000  loan  from  one  of  the  bar  owners, 
and  asked  people  to  make  a  $1  contribution  as  they 
entered  the  festival  site  in  order  to  defray  the  cost  of 
the  event.  One  board  member  said  that  she  hoped 
the  organization  would  be  able  to  avoid  such  fund¬ 
raising  problems  next  year.  i 


NEW  YORK  —  Thousands  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
and  their  supporters  marked  the  fifteenth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Stonewall  riot  with  a  march  punctuated, 
for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  by  a  sit-down  protest  at 
St.  Patrick's  Cathedral.  Estimates  of  the  crowd  rang¬ 
ed  from  100,000  to  200,000  persons. 

Mayor  Ed  Koch  was  greeted  with  boos  when  he 
took  the  stage  at  the  rally.  He  had  refused  earlier  to 
join  the  march,  saying  he  didn't  want  to  participate 
in  an  event  involving  the  "desecration"  of  St. 
Patrick's.  The  New  York  Times  neglected  to  mention 
Koch's  appearance,  during  which  he  endorsed  the 
city's  gay/lesbian  rights  bill.  The  Daily  News  focused 
its  coverage  almost  entirely  on  the  mayor's  surprise 
visit. 

A  contingent  of  marchers,  led  by  New  York's 
Dignity  chapter,  stopped  the  procession  for  ten 
minutes  in  front  of  St.  Patrick's,  at  Fifth  Avenue  and 
50th  Streets.  Shouting  "Two,  four,  six,  eight, 
separate  church  and  state,"  and  "Shame,  shame, 
shame,"  the  protesters  vented  their  anger  at  Arch¬ 
bishop  John  O'Connor,  who  recently  refused  to  sign 
a  statement  required  by  executive  order  50  that 
groups  receiving  city  funds  not  discriminate  in 
employment  or  hiring  because  of  "sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  or  affectional  preference."  Koch,  responded  to 
O'Connor's  refusal  to  sign  the  statement  by  shunting 
his  own  executive  order  to  the  courts  for  a  ruling  on 
its  constitutionality.  (See  CCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  49.) 

Also  making  an  appearance  for  a  second  year  at 
the  Cathedral  were  about  1 00  counterdemonstrators 
whose  caps  and  signs  identified  them  as  Catholic 
War  Veterans.  Amongst  the  tired  anti-gay  placards 
left  over  from  their  1983  protest-of-the-protest  was  a 
new  one:  "Down  with  Mondale,  Koch,  Cuomo  and 
their  gay  empire!" 

The  "gay  empire"  stepped  off  from  Columbus 
Circle  at  12:30  behind  a  banner  proclaiming  "Unity 
and  More  in  '84. ..Remember  Stonewall"  and  swirl¬ 
ed  down  Fifth  Avenue  to  a  rally  site  in  Greenwich 
Village.  Harvey  Fierstein,  Tony  Award-winning  gay 
playwright  and  actor,  emceed  the  rally,  but  couldn't 
keep  the  rain  away.  Featured  speakers  were  Larry 
Bagneris  of  the  Houston  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Joan 
Nestle  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  Betty 
Powell  of  the  Astraea  Foundation  and  David  Rothen- 
berg  of  the  New  York  State  Human  Rights  Advisory 
Council. 


DENVER  —  Nearly  2000  of  the  city's  gay/lesbian 
community  marched  three  miles  to  the  Denver  Civic 
Center  Park  for  a  pride  rally  celebrating  the  theme  "I 
Am  What  I  Am."  The  Pride  Week  Committee  had 
hoped  for  a  visual  display  of  who  gay  people  are  and 
suggested  that  some  could  wear  closets  or  come 
dressed  as  fruit.  But,  the  few  costumed  marchers 
chose  leather  or  drag  for  the  day. 

The  June  24  march  attracted  an  onlooking 
crowd  which  lined  the  streets  as  it  wound  its  way 
from  Achievement  Park  to  the  downtown  state 
capital  area.  The  rally  featured  the  Still  Ain't  Satisfied 
feminist  singers  and  a  staged  show  by  the  popular 
women's  group,  the  Rubber  Husbands.  Spirits  were 
high  after  the  Rubber  Husbands  invited  crowd 
members  to  dance  with  them  on  the  floor  of  the  am¬ 
phitheater. 

Carol  Lease,  the  controversial  executive  director 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Col¬ 
orado,  was  the  featured  speaker.  Lease,  under  fire  in 
the  Denver  gay  community,  has  also  been  at  odds 
with  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  leadership  while 
serving  on  its  board.  It  was  the  last  public  ap¬ 
pearance  for  Lease  who  tendered  her  resignation 
"under  duress"  several  weeks  ago.  She  plans  to 
leave  her  position  with  the  center  on  July  15. 

Grand  marshall  of  the  pride  parade  was  Rev. 
Julian  Rush.  Rush  has  been  serving  as  head  of  the 
Colorado  AIDS  Project  while  on  a  two-year  leave 
from  his  Methodist  ministerial  position.  He  was 
recently  named  associate  pastor  of  Denver's  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  by  soon-to-be-retiring 
Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley.  The  Denver  gay  communi¬ 
ty  honored  Rush  for  his  commitment  to  the  Col¬ 
orado  Aids  Project  with  a  standing  ovation  at  the  ral¬ 
ly,  and  the  Pride  Week  Committee  presented  Rush 
with  a  $500  check  for  the  AIDS  project. 

Not  in  attendance  Sunday  were  local  political 
leaders  who  have  been  outspoken  in  their  support 
of  the  Denver  gay  community.  Mayor  Frederico 
Pena,  Rep.  Patricia  Shroeder  and  Lt.  Gov.  Nancy 
Dick  all  sent  letters  of  regret  and  support. 

A  party  for  the  gay  community  was  held  at  the 
Nancy  Dick  for  Senator  headquarters  after  the  rally. 
Many  other  activities,  parties,  barbecues  and  enter¬ 
tainment  were  scheduled  for  the  week.  Denver's 
pride  week  concluded  with  the  annual  candlelight 
vigil  for  AIDS  on  the  state  capitol  steps  on  Saturday, 
June  30. 
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Seattle 

SEATTLE  —  Chanting  “Jobs,  peace  and  freedom,  gay 
people  need  'em,"  hundreds  of  gay  men,  lesbians 
and  their  supporters  marched  in  Seattle  on  June  24 
in  a  festive  parade  of  balloons,  picket  signs,  floats 
and  raised  fists. 

Sunday's  march  was  the  city's  second  in  two 
days.  This  year,  the  lesbian  and  gay  community's 
two  separate  events  represented  both  sides  of  the 
classic  debate  in  mass  movement  organizing:  Should 
the  event  be  broad-based  and  address  a  variety  of 
issues,  or  should  it  focus  on  a  celebration  of  gay  and 
lesbian  achievements? 

At  Sunday's  event,  sponsored  by  the  Freedom 
Day  Committee,  it  was  clear  participants  supported 
the  broad-based  combination  of  protest  and 
celebration.  The  enthusiastic  marchers  represented 
a  rainbow  coalition  with  lavender  as  the  predomi¬ 
nant  color.  The  assembly  point  in  the  heart  of  Seat¬ 
tle's  black  community  helped  draw  a  racially  diverse 
crowd,  as  noisy  contingents  from  Tacoma,  Chehalif, 
and  Olympia  lent  the  march  a  statewide  flavor. 

Girl  Talk,  an  all-woman,  seven-piece  band 
greeted  the  marchers  with  rhythm  and  blues  as  they 
poured  over  the  hill  into  Volunteer  Park  for  a  stirring 
rally.  Speakers,  representing  a  wide  array  of  gay, 
feminist,  labor,  socialist  and  civil  rights  groups,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  crowd  of  over  2000. 

“The  Freedom  Day  Committee  has  embraced  a 
forum  of  needs  which  extends  beyond  civil  rights 
and  the  AIDS  crisis,"  said  George  Bakan,  co-chair  of 
the  sponsoring  committee  and  editor  of  Seattle  Gay 
News.  “We  feel  compelled  to  link  our  struggle  with 
all  other  oppressed  people.  How  can  we  not  address 
racism,  ageism,  sexism,  violence,  and  the  rights  of 
women?" 

"If  we  are  to  take  power,"  said  Larry  Gossett,  a 
black  community  activist,  "if  we  are  to  have  any  ef¬ 
fect  in  making  things  happen  the  way  that  we  think 
they  should,  we  are  going  to  have  to  be  creative  in 
forming  effective  alliances." 

"Trade  unionists,"  said  Lou  Truskoff,  president 
of  the  American  Postal  Workers  Union-Seattle  local, 
"have  always  understood  that  solidarity  can't  be  ap¬ 
plied  selectively."  The  crowd  cheered  as  he  promis¬ 
ed  union  support  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

The  parade  and  rally  sponosred  by  the  Freedom 
Day  Committee,  an  open  coalition  of  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  kept  Seattle's  tradition  of  militancy  alive 
while  commemorating  gains  made  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  This  tradition  was  challenged  by  a  few 
members  of  the  Freedom  Day  Committee,  who 
resigned  in  March  to  form  the  Pride  Week  Commit¬ 
tee.  They  left  after  a  majority  vote  agreed  to  keep  the 
focus  of  the  event  broad-based,  rather  than  limited 
to  the  single  issue  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 

The  Pride  Week  Committee  produced  a 
counter-celebration  and  parade  on  Saturday,  June 
23,  rather  than  include  any  sort  of  protest.  Attempts 
were  made  to  sponsor  a  joint  parade/march,  but  the 
Pride  Week  Committee  turned  down  all  proposals. 
Speakers  at  the  Pride  Week  Celebration  included 
Seattle's  Democratic  mayor,  Charles  Royer; Kathleen 
Boyle,  campaign  manager  for  Democratic  City 
Council  candidate  Charlie  Brydon;  and  Theresa 
Dority,  a  Democratic  candidate  for  one  of  Seattle's 
state  legislative  districts. 


anchorage,  alaska 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  About  40  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians,  along  with  a  handful  of  straight  supporters, 
walked  16  blocks  through  downtown  Anchorage  on 
June  24  in  observance  of  gay  and  lesbian  pride. 

The  march's  40  participants  represented  a 
doubling  of  the  number  of  marchers  over  last  year, 
when  20  people  turned  out  for  the  event.  Two  of  the 
marchers  wore  paper  bags  over  their  heads  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  identities.  David  McCartney  told  CCN,  "In 
other  cities,  gay/lesbian  pride  is  a  celebration.  Here 
you  may  face  the  consequences"  for  participating. 

Organizers  of  the  march  were  buoyed  by  the 
higher  attendance,  particularly  since  the  march  had 
been  planned  in  only  two  weks.  A  screening  of  the 
documentary  film  Pink  Triangles  followed  the 
march. 
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Hawaii 

HONOLULU,  HI  —  Hawaiians  on  two  islands  cele¬ 
brated  gay/lesbian  pride  week  from  June  17  to  24 
this  year.  On  Maui,  gay  men  and  lesbians  held  an 
awards  luncheon  with  14  attending,  as  well  as  their 
annual  gay  pride  picnic.  Sponsored  by  the  periodi¬ 
cal  Both  Sides  Now,  the  picnic  was  held  at  Rainbow 
Park  and  included  a  potluck  and  volleyball  for  about 
30  people. 

The  island  of  Oahu  saw  seven  events  in  Hono¬ 
lulu:  the  Island  Lesbians  magazine  party  at  the  God¬ 
mother  Restaurant;  gay  and  lesbian  speakers  at  the 
monthly  NOW  meeting;  a  rap  group  at  the  Sexual 
Identity  Center;  special  memorial  services  at  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church;  and  the  annual 
gay  pride  picnic  at  Queen's  Surf  in  Kapiolani  Park  at¬ 
tended  by  approximately  100  people. 


columbus,  ohio 

COLUMBUS,  OH  —  Neither  bomb  scares  nor  heck¬ 
ling  Christians  could  keep  an  enthusiastic  4000  gay 
men  and  lesbians  away  from  this  city's  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  pride  march  and  rally  on  June  24. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  rally,  local  attorney  and 
Stonewall  union  member  Rhonda  Rivera  took  the 
microphone  to  explain  that  police  had  received  a 
call  saying  a  bomb  had  been  planted  near  the  rally 
site,  the  Ohio  Statehouse  lawn.  Rivera  told  the 
crowd,  "I  think  someone  is  trying  to  scare  us.  I'm 
not  scared.  Are  you?"  The  crowd  roared,  "Hell  no, 
we  won't  go."  A  police  search  of  the  area  yielded 
nothing. 

Stonewall  Union  Executive  Director  Craig  Covey 
said  that  "the  City  Council's  decision  last  month  (to 
vote  down  the  gay  rights  employment  ordinance) 
made  these  people  feel  legitimate  in  harassing  us." 
Covey  also  attributed  the  large  turnout,  double  that 
of  last  year,  to  anger  over  the  Council's  vote. 

About  150  counterdemonstrators  showed  up  at 
Goodale  Park  where  the  marchers  had  gathered  to 
step  off.  The  Christian  fundamentalists  walked  along 
the  parade  route,  shouting  anti-gay  slogans  and  wav¬ 
ing  flags  and  Bibles.  Security  for  the  march  was 
strong,  however,  and  marchers  for  the  most  part  ig¬ 
nored  the  biblethumpers. 

The  rightwingers  trailed  the  march  to  the  State- 
house,  where  they  were  allowed  by  police  to  move 
onto  the  lawn  and  quite  close  to  the  rally.  Parade 
marshalls  formed  a  human  wall  to  keep  the  hecklers 
confined  to  a  small  area. 

But  despite  the  religious  fanatics  singing  hymns 
and  waving  Bibles,  the  gay  men  and  lesbians  cele¬ 
brated  their  day.  People  came  from  all  over  Ohio 
and  Michigan  for  a  colorful  spirited  parade.  Gay  bars 
along  the  route  passed  out  free  drinks  to  the  march¬ 
ers  and  supporters  came  out  of  hotels  and  restaur¬ 
ants  to  wave  and  cheer. 

Speakers  at  the  rally  included  Mary  Morgan,  San 
Francisco's  first  open  lesbian  judge.  She  motioned 
to  the  protesters  and  told  the  crowd:  "What  they  do 
over  there  doesn't  matter.  We  have  on  our  side  joy 
and  happiness  and  celebration  because  we  are  a 
large  army  of  lovers  that  cannot  be  defeated." 


santa  cruz,  California 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  Lesbian  and  gay  pride  festivi¬ 
ties  here  were  given  an  added  boost  this  year  when 
Mayor  John  Laird  proclaimed  June  17-23  "Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Week." 

Laird,  who  is  gay,  read  the  proclamation  on  June 
23  to  a  crowd  of  nearly  600.  He  noted  that  in  Santa 
Cruz,  "the  lesbian  and  gay  community  includes, 
among  others,  bus  operators,  typesetters,  truck  driv¬ 
ers,  nurses,  accountants,  teachers,  attorneys,  stu¬ 
dents,  small  business  people,  retail  clerks,  childcare 
workers  and  mayors." 

Laird  also  proclaimed  June  22  "Judy  O.  Day,"  in 
honor  of  Judy  O'Brien,  a  local  lesbian  activist. 

This  year's  parade  marked  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  lesbian/gay  pride  activities  in  Santa  Cruz.  The 
local  daily  newspaper  printed,  for  the  first  time,  an 
extensive  feature  article  about  the  gay  community. 
Many  attributed  this  new-found  attention  to  Laird's 
having  become  mayor  within  the  past  year. 


Columbus,  Ohio 
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Radical  Roots  of  Pride 


By  A  nn  Holder 


Festival  protester..  Sign  on  left  reads  ” (.meric  Pride 
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In  June  1979,  the  tenth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Stonewall,  local  activist 
group  BLAGMAR  (Boston  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men  Against  the 
Right)  presented  a  theatre  piece  on 
the  10  years  of  gay  life  and  resist¬ 
ance  since  the  riots  of  1969  spawn¬ 
ed  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement. 
In  1984,  the  fifteenth  anniversary, 
a  camel,  a  hot  air  balloon  and  a 
fenced  in  “Cafe  on  the  Common” 
reminded  us  of  what  it  means  to  be 
gay  in  the  age  of  Reagan. 

Nationally,  the  change  has  been 
duly  noted,  as  Vito  Russo  wrote 
recently  in  the  Washington  Blade , 
“It’s  no  secret. .  .that  the  annual 
Gay  Pride  March  has,  in  recent 
years,  become  the  annual  Gay  Day 
Celebration.  This  not  so  subtle 
shift  in  emphasis  from  passion  and 
politics  to  hot  dogs  and  beer  is 
symptomatic  of  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  character 
of  the  gay  movement  over  the  last 
few  years.” 

Dennis  Altman,  writing  in  the 
New  York  Native ,  suggests  that 
the  change  has  to  do  with  a  social 
and  political  shift  to  the  right, 
both  inside  and  outside  the  move¬ 
ment,  and  with  a  “collective 
amnesia”  within  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  about  the  history  and  theory 
of  gay  liberation  and  its  “links  (to) 
broader  questions  of  social 
change.” 

That  the  shift  is  a  national  one  is 
not  surprising  given  the  existence 
of  National  Pride  Coordinators 
(NPC).  The  purpose  of  NPC  is  to 
provide  a  forum  for  exchange 
among  pride  committees  across 
the  country.  “Unity  and  More  in 
84”  was  a  national  theme  this 
year,  decided  on  by  representatives 
to  NPC  at  an  October  meeting  in 
San  Diego. 

While  it  is  apparent  that  lesbian 
and  gay  pride  is  changing,  the 
nature  and  meanings  of  those 
changes  are  an  open  question. 
Here  in  Boston,  this  year’s  event 
was  billed  as  the  first  annual 
festival  on  the  Common.  Given 
the  thirteen  previous  events,  and 
Altman’s  admonitions  about  his¬ 
tory,  it  seems  appropriate  to  pause 
for  a  moment  and  try  to  recon¬ 
struct  both  the  radical  and  not-so- 
radical  roots  of  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  in  this  city. 

The  flyer  for  Boston’s  first  gay 
pride  celebration  says  “Love, 
love,  love  is  all  you  need”  in 
various  shapes  and  sizes  across  the 
top.  The  events  that  year  included, 
gay  guerilla  theatre:  “anywhere, 
anytime,”  The  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mon  Thing,  a  dialogue  with  the 
straight  world,  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  “come  out.” 

“Why  Can’t  We  Have  a  Dance 
in  Boston,”  it  asks,  “Or  Does  The 
Cradle  of  Liberty  Rock  Only  One 
Way?”  David  Peterson  says  one 
of  his  “earliest  memories”  is  of 
friends  blowing  up  balloons  on  the 
Cambridge  Common.  Like  many 
of  the  people  I  talked  to,  his  most 
vivid  recollections  are  of  his  first 
march.  After  that,  events  from 
different  years  blur  together  but 
the  underlying  themes  and  con¬ 
troversies  remain  constant. 

Charley  Shively,  who  was  active 
in  gay  pride  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning,  remembers  1971  as  being  the 
“most  militant  of  the  marches.” 
That  year  the  march  started  at 
Jacques  with  a  denunciation  of  the 
bars  for  taking  money  from  the 
gay  community  but  refusing  to  al¬ 
low  or  support  explicitly  political 
organizing  by  gay  liberation 
groups.  The  march  also  stopped  at 
the  Berkeley  street  police  station  to 
protest  police  harassment,  the 
State  house  to  denounce  govern¬ 
ment  oppression,  and  a  church  to 
protest  repression  by  religious  in¬ 
stitutions. 

“Of  course  we  had  no  permits,” 
says  Shively,  noting  that  “there 
was  a  strong  argument  against  per¬ 
mits”  in  the  early  years.  The  rally 
that  year  included  a  closet- 


smashing  and  book-dumping,  all 
united  by  the  “demand  to  end  op¬ 
pression  of  homosexuals.” 

In  1972,  the  flyer  for  gay  pride 
listed  workshops  on  Jewish  gays, 
gays  vs.  hospitals  and  prisons,  gay 
culture,  gay  youth  and  a  candle¬ 
light  march  to  the  Charles  St.  jail 
in  support  of  gay  prisoners.  In 
1973,  there  were  three  dances  ad¬ 
vertised  during  the  week  of  gay 
pride.  According  to  Shively,  those 
dances  were  important  sources  of 
funds  as  well  as  political  events. 
Dancing  with  a  same-sex  partner 
was  illegal  then  “so  the  dances 
were  quite  a  breakthrough,”  as 
well  as  paying  for  a  majority  of  the 
expenses.  At  one  point  the  mayor 
sent  a  representative  to  the 
minister  at  the  Charles  St.  Meeting 
House  to  say  he  would  close  down 
the  church  if  they  didn’t  stop  pro¬ 
viding  space  for  the  dances.  Usual¬ 
ly  held  in  churches  or  in  college 
halls,  the  dances  were  a  “good  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  way  gay  liberation 
opened  things  up  for  the  bars,” 
says  Shively. 

Leadership  was  provided  by  a 
number  of  different  groups  each 
year.  The  women  of  DOB,  the 
Homophile  Union  of  Boston,  gay 
liberation,  the  Student  Homophile 
League  and  GCN  all  took  part. 
“In  the  early  years,  the  more  con¬ 
servative  people  were  opposed  to 
the  marching  because  they  thought 
it  would  be  counterproductive  or 
stir  things  up,”  Shively  said.  Gay 
bars  were  opposed  because  their 
strategy  was  not  to  advertise 
publicly  as  gay,  unlike  the  gay 
liberation  groups  who  were  in¬ 
terested  in  coming  out  as  loudly 
and  militantly  as  possible. 

This  set  in  motion  a  split  that 


Kate  Gyllensvard  and  Jeffrey 
Comer  recognized  from  their  work 
on  gay  pride  in  the  middle  ’70s.  By 
then  the  split  had  evolved  to  one 
between  bar  managers  and  bus¬ 
iness  people  —  a  big  potential 
funding  source  who  preferred  a 
more  extravagent,  less  political 
event  —  and  gay  liberation,  leftist 
and  feminist  activists  —  who 
fought  for  a  community-based 
political  event  which  reflected  the 
diversity  of  the  gay  community. 

In  1974-75  there  were  fewer 
workshops  and  a  more  entertain¬ 
ment-oriented  calendar.  In  1974, 
there  was  a  festival  on  the  Com¬ 
mon,  and  both  years  the  march 
was  called  a  parade.  In  1976,  Jef¬ 
frey  Comer  remembers  being  in¬ 
volved  through  his  connection 
with  the  Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 
Freedom,  a  network  of  semi¬ 
cooperative  houses  in  Roxbury. 
That  year,  he  was  dimly  aware  of 
the  “clash  between  more  activist 
type  people  and  bar  people.”  The 
issues  were  diversity  in  regard  to 
the  committee,  speakers  and  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  a  push  to  use  local 
people  active  in  the  community. 
That  same  year,  Kate 
Gyllensvard’s  group.  Lavender 
Resistance,  sponsored  a  workshop 
on  sexism.  She  remembers  that  bar 
and  business  groups  continued  to 
give  some  money  but  weren’t  real¬ 
ly  involved  in  leadership  roles  for 
the  next  several  years. 

As  in  the  past,  different  groups 
stepped  forward  to  organize  gay 


pride.  Kathy  Travers  recalls  that 
“the  organizational  meetings  were 
called  by  whoever  thought  to  call 
them.”  This  produced  a  very  open 
and  fluid  committee,  one  that  she 
feels  “sprung  more  directly  from  a 
feeling  in  the  community.” 
Travers  feels  like  those  years 
represented  an  “organized  at¬ 
tempt  ...  to  say  that  gay  pride 
could  represent  more  parts  of  the 
community,”  to  acknowledge  that 
“gay  pride  has  a  radical  root  in  the 
Stonewall  riot”  and  to  forge 
“links  between  issues  we  face  find¬ 
ing  our  liberation  as  gay  people 
and  issues  other  people  face  find¬ 
ing  their  liberation.”  As  an  exam¬ 
ple,  she  cited  attempts  in  1979  to 


link  Stonewall  and  Soweto,  “peo¬ 
ple  made  a  real  effort  to  note  that 
day  [the  anniversary  of  the 
Soweto,  South  Africa  uprising]  as 
well.” 

Gyllensvard  remembers  the 
rallies  and  other  events  being 
“wild  . . .  experimental.”  In  1977, 
Charley  Shively  was  a  keynote 
speaker  and  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  burned  a  dollar  bill,  the 
state  laws  against  sodomy,  and  his 
Ph.D.  diploma  and  attempted  to 
burn  a  Bible.  Although  everyone 
remembers  that  event  and  the  con¬ 
troversy  that  ensued,  Shively 
believes  few  people  understood  his 
point.  His  argument  was  that  gay 
liberation,  in  order  to  succeed, 
must  break  completely  with 
straight  institutions. 

In  1978,  the  name  was  changed 
to  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride. 
Travers  remembers  that  it  caused  a 
“major  battle  within  the  planning 
committee.”  “Men  from  the  bars 
were  adamantly  opposed . . .  peo¬ 
ple  threatened  to  pull  out.”  She 
believes  those  who  opposed  the 
change  “weren’t  that  interested  in 
a  more  visible  lesbian  presence.” 
The  accomplishment  was  a  “vic¬ 
tory,”  she  believes,  for  leftists, 
feminists  and  those  who  advocated 
for  the  recognition  of  diversity. 

Also  in  1978  the  emphasis  on 
workshops  re-emerged.  Comer  re¬ 
flected  that  “in  the  past  the  pride 
committee  always  worked  really 
hard  and  pushed  to  find  people  to 
do  as  many  and  diverse  workshops 


as  possible.”  Gyllensvard  echoed 
that  sentiment,  “Workshops  were 
real  important,  a  different  way  for 
people  to  meet  and  share  stuff.” 
Comer  believes  the  workshops 
provided  a  necessary  “forum  for 
the  community,  time  to  air  out 
issues.” 

In  1978,  Anita  Bryant  scheduled 
a  visit  to  Boston  for  September 
1st.  Kate  Gyllensvard  remembers 
that  Lavender  Resistance  mobil¬ 
ized  along  with  many  other  gay 
people,  some  of  whom  had  been 
doing  more  left  or  feminist 
oriented  work,  to  form  the 
September  1st  coalition.  Against 
the  advice  of  mainstream  gay 
leaders  like  Elaine  Noble,  the 
coalition  mobilized  “a  cast  of 
literally  thousands  in  Copley 
Square,”  according  to  David 
Peterson.  For  Marla  Erlien,  it  was 
a  pivotal  moment;  as  the  Right  was 
gaining  ground  everywhere,  the 
gay  liberation  movement  respond¬ 
ed  with  a  “refusal  to  straighten 
up.”  In  fact,  the  resistance  became 
even  more  flamboyant  with  a 
search  for  new  cultural  forms  and 
gender-fuck  imagery  riding  high. 

Out  of  the  September  1st  coali¬ 
tion,  BLAGMAR  was  born,  and 
during  1979  developed  their 
multimedia  synthesis  of  ten  years 
of  gay  liberation.  The  first  presen¬ 
tation  was  followed  by  workshops 
which  generated  very  good,  very 
heated  discussions,  according  to 
Gyllensvard.  They  repeated  it  dur¬ 
ing  pride  week  and  Gyllensvard 
remembers,  “some  of  it  was  fup- 
ny,  some  of  it  was  sad. .  .it  was 
very  moving.”  BLAGMAR  re¬ 
mained  committed  to  alternative 
forms  of  cultural  and  political  ex¬ 
pression  for  the  remainder  of  its 
existence.  Gyllensvard  defines  its 
emphasis  “to  be  serious  and  have  a 
good  time.” 

Entering  the  ’80s,  Gyllensvard 
says,  things  began  to  change:  “1 
don’t  know  how  to  assess  exactly 
what  happened. .  .there  wasn’t  so 
much  politics,  it  wasn’t  so  kind  of 
wild.”  Comer  remembers,  of 
earlier  years,  “we  did  this  thing  on 
$1500  to  $2000,  if  we  were  lucky.” 
He  adds,  “Nobody  wanted  media 
stars,  we  looked  for  people  who 
were  really  involved  and  who  lived 
in  this  town.” 

In  1980-81,  says  Gyllensvard, 
the  opposite  was  true.  Newer  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  committee  wanted 
“stars.”  Newer,  slicker  publicity 
became  important.  “I  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand  the  change,”  she  said, 
“we  found  ways  of  doing  things 
where  we  could  save  money. . .  us¬ 
ing  GCN,  having  cheaper  flyers, 
talking  to  people  in  the  bars.” 

1981  was  the  last  year  Kate 
Gyllensvard  worked  on  the  com¬ 
mittee.  She  described  the  ex¬ 
perience  as  isolating  and  difficult. 
She  felt  the  new  committee  was 
well-intentioned  but  that  it  became 
hard  to  continue  to  push  for  multi¬ 
racial  participation  and  greater 


diversity.  She  felt  the  committee 
wanted  to  be  “unified”  without 
acknowledging  the  differences. 
Kathy  Travers  summed  up  her  ex¬ 
periences,  “it’s  been  a  constant 
battle  whether  it’s  a  party  or 
whether  it’s  something  more 
political,  and  what  political 
means.”  Charley  Shively  added, 
“The  greatest  loss. .  .is  the  effort 
of  the  gay  politicians  to  define 
politics  as  voting  for  them  and  on 
the  other  side  everything  getting 
defined  as  entertainment.” 

In  1984,  with  a  budget  of 
$35,000,  the  gay  pride  committee 
is  an  incorporated  business,  with 
officers  and  by-laws.  Marsha 
Levine  who  has  been  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  since  1980,  sees  “no  useful 
purpose  in  sitting  back  and 
remembering  the  old  days.”  She 
believes  the  “gay  rights  move¬ 
ment”  depends  on  looking  for¬ 
ward  toward  the  future.  Based  on 
surveys  sent  to  150  bars,  businesses 
and  organizations,  she  claims 
community  feedfack  dictated  the 
changes.  She  believes  that  if  the 
committee  had  produced  another 
march  and  rally,  “there  wouldn’t 
be  a  fifteenth  anniversary  in 
Boston.” 

“A  lot  of  people  are  tired  of 
hearing  the  same  old  angry 
speeches  from  the  50  million  and  1 
factions  of  the  gay  community. . . 
from  this  oppressed  group  or  that 
oppressed  group,  we’re  all  op¬ 
pressed.”  Levine  thinks  the 
changes  are  “natural”  ones  which 
represent  the  maturation  and 
sophistication  of  a  changing  gay 
community.  In  response  to  a  ques¬ 
tion  about  the  role  of  diversity, 
given  the  theme  of  unity,  she  said, 
“Diversity  is  there,  it  will  always 
be  there,”  but  she  hopes  it  will  be 
“less  divisive  than  it  has  in  the 
past.” 

In  response  to  criticisms  about 
the  $1.00  admission  charge,  she 
said  critics  must  be  “deaf,  dumb 
and  blind,”  since  the  committee 
publicized  the  intention  that  it  be  a 
donation.  Answering  suggestions 
that  the  festival  lost  political 
meaning,  she  said,  “it  was  the 
most  political  celebration  that  I’ve 
witnessed.”  Levine  believes  critics 
of  gay  pride  should  get  on  the 
committee  and  make  changes  in¬ 
stead  of  criticizing. 

Shively,  Comer,  Travers  and 
Gyllensvard  were  all  outraged  by 
the  admission  charge.  Shively 
“didn’t  go  in  since  they  charged” 
and  said  it  looked  like  “a  lot  more 
people  buying  sausages  than  pay¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  musicians  on 
stage.”  Comer  said  giving  money 
to  the  committee  was  not  the  issue 
but  having  to  line  up  and  pay  was 
“not  in  the  spirit  of  the  day.”  He 
called  it  “offensive.”  Comer  and 
Travers  both  questioned  whether 
it  was  the  best  use  of  energy  for  the 
pride  committee  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  making  or  raising 
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The  success  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  cannot  be  measured  by 
numbers  or  dollars,  but  by  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  a  community  to  come 
together,  address  its  conficts, 
acknowledge  its  diversity,  and  pro¬ 
nounce  its  difference  from,  and 
absolute  resistance  to,  the  straight 
society  in  which  we  must  live. 


OIL€NDf\R 


June  30 
to 

July  22 

30  Saturday 

Northampton  —  PVPGA  Summer  Fling  Fund¬ 
raiser.  All  you  can  eat  clambake,  men’s  and 
women's  softball,  swimming  and  an  evening 
disco.  Tickets  $10,  includes  food.  2PM  to 
1AM.  Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance, 
Box  181,  Northampton,  MA  01060,  (413) 
584-7903. 

North  Shore  —  Workshop  for  women  sur¬ 
vivors  of  child  sexual  abuse  led  by  feminist 
poet  and  counselor  Ellen  Bass.  10:00AM  to 
6:00PM.  Sliding-scale  fees.  Info,  location: 
776-2793  or  (603)  899-6491. 


Provincetown  —  Bradshaw  Smith,  New  York 
cabaret  singer  and  entertainer,  accompanied 
by  pianist  Peter  Wright,  at  the  Cape  Inn,  135 
Bradford  St.  Shows  at  10:30  PM  and  mid¬ 
night.  Info:  487-9648. 

Boston  —  Kurt  Reynolds  exhibit  of  recent 
works.  Cafe  Calypso,  578  Tremont  St.;  until 
July  26. 

Boston  -  Yard  Sale  to  benefit  New  England 
Human  Rights  Network  10  AM  to  4  PM  Har¬ 
vard  Epworth  Church,  Mass.  Ave  Harvard 
Square.  Info:  661-6130. 

Boston  —  Doric  Wilson’s  Street  Theater, 

directed  by  Alan  Dubroc,  marking  the  15th 
anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  Riots.  At  the 
Here  Today  Gallery,  46  Waltham  Street. 
Tickets  are  $7,  $5  for  senior  citizens  and 
students  with  IDS.  Reservations  can  be 
made  by  calling  253-7062  9AM-5PM 
weekdays. 

Cambridge  —  GRAND  PARTY!  Live  music 
with  Salvadoran  band.  8:30PM  at  the  Clube 
Recreio  Madeirense,  178  Elm  St.  Typical 
foods  &  drinks  for  sale.  Tickets:  $5.  ad¬ 
vance.  $6.  at  door.  Info:  661-0202. 

1  Sunday 

Boston  —  Standing  On  My  Knees.  John 
Olive’s  drama  portrays  the  struggle  of  a 
woman  to  rebuild  her  life  and  to  write  again 
after  a  bout  with  schizophrenia.  Performed 
by  Present  Company,  directed  by  Michelle 
M.  Faith.  8PM,  at  Nucleo  Eclettico,  216 
Hanover  St.  Tix  $10,  discounts  for  advance 
reservations.  367-8056. 

Provincetown  —  Cabaret  singer  Bradshaw 
Smith,  (see  June  30  listing  for  details.) 

2  monday 

Provincetown  —  Cabaret  singer  Bradshaw 
Smith,  (see  June  30  listing  for  details.) 


Cambridge  —  Ellen  Bass  will  read  new 
poems  and  selections  from  /  Never  Told 
Anyone:  Writings  by  Women  Survivors  of 
Sexual  Abuse.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  7:30  PM,  $1  to  $2  donation. 
Info:  776-2793. 

3  tuesday 

Provincetown  —  Cabaret  Singer  Bradshaw 
Smith,  (see  June  30  listing  for  details.) 

Boston  —  Training  seminar  for  people  work¬ 
ing  with  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse  led 

by  feminist  poet  and  counselor  Ellen  Bass. 
10:00AM  to  6:00PM.  Sliding-scale  fees.  In¬ 
fo,  location:  776-2793,  (603)  899-6491. 

4  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  A  Rap  for  the  Baby  Boom 
Generation!  (Born  1945  to  1960  —  but  we 
aren’t  fussy)  8PM.  All  women  welcome. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.;  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  Info:  661-3633. 


Boston  —  The  Minuteman  Classic,  a  national 
gay  softball  tournament.  Teams  from  San 
Francisco,  Toronto,  Washington,  D.C.  and 
elsewhere.  Write  the  Beantown  Softball 
League,  P.0.  Box  428,  Boston,  02215,  for 
details. 

Cambridge  —  Seabrook  reunion  concert  and 
dance  party  to  benefit  Mobilization  for  Sur¬ 
vival  and  the  Mass.  Nuclear  Referendum 
Committee  8PM,  Cambridge  Institute  tor  Art 
and  Sciences,  21  Notre  Dame  St.,  off  Rindge 
Ave.  in  North  Cambridge.  Bright  Morning 
Star,  Betsy  Rose,  and  Pat  and  Tex.  Guy 
Chichester  and  others  will  speak.  Tickets: 
$5.  in  advance,  $6.  at  door.  The  party,  start¬ 
ing  at  10:30,  is  $3.  Tickets  and  Info: 
354-0008. 


5  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Vote  No  to  War  —  Build  Peace 
and  Justice  in  ’84.  Planning  committee  for 
Sept.  22  march  and  rally.  6  PM ,  Mobilization 
for  Survival,  727  Mass.  Ave.  Info: 
354-0008. 


North  of  Boston  —  Lesbian  social 
group/support  network  now  forming.  Meets 
for  potlucks,  outdoor  activities,  etc.  Call 
322-3233  for  info. 

Boston  —  Street  Theater,  “celebrating 
Stonewall  in  style."  (See  June  30  listing  for 
details.) 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


6  friday 

Boston  —  Street  Theater,  “celebrating 
Stonewall  in  style."  (See  June  30  listing  for 
details.) 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  our  space  at  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park 
Street  “T”  stops).  If  the  door  is  locked, 
buzz  us  on  the  GCN  intercom  located  outside 
the  front  door. 

Plymouth,  N.H.  —  Summer  Sojourns  for 
Women.  Hiking  meditation,  indoor  and 
outdoor  workshops.  $95  per  person,  meals 
and  lodging  included.  Womansplace,  RFD  3, 
Box  206A,  Plymouth,  NH  03264  (603) 
536-3656. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  —  Workshop  for  women  survivors  of 
child  sexual  abuse.  See  June  30  entry. 

Somerville/Medford  —  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  will  hold  a  Meet-Your-Neighbor  Par¬ 
ty  from  8  to  12PM.  Medford  Sons  of  Italy 
Hall,  Broadway  and  Alfred  Streets,  Medford. 
$2.50  at  the  door,  $2  in  advance.  Call 
628-5875  to  RSVP,  or  write  PO  Box  4521 1 , 
Somerville,  MA  02145. 

Boston  —  Street  Theater,  “celebrating 
Stonewall  in  style."  (See  June  30  listing  for 
details.) 

9  monday 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Committee  Open 
Forum  for  AAC  Members  and  the  General 
Public.  7PM,  Marshall  Forstein  will  speak  on 
'Safe  Sex’  at  Morville  House,  100  Norway 
St.  (near  the  Symphony  MBTA  stop). 

10  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Coming  Out;  Being  Single" 

Discussion  8PM.  All  women  welcome. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave  ,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network 

meets  to  discuss  the  pains  and  pleasures  of 
being  bi.  7:00  to  10:00PM,  Packard  Room, 
Arlington  Street  Church,  corner  Boylston 
and  Arlington  Streets. 

Boston  —  Do  you  have  a  loved  one  or  friend 
in  prison?  Are  you  interested  in  an  ongoing 
family  support  group,  or  a  one-day  con¬ 
ference  on  issues  that  affect  prisoners’ 
families  and  friends?  There  will  be  a  public 
meeting  from  7  to  9  PM  at  25  West  St.  (5th 
floor)  in  downtown  Boston.  All  prisoners, 
families  and  friends  are  welcome!  For  more 
info  call  Diane,  482-2773  or  Jean, 
423-6886. 

13  friday 

Cambridge  —  Jewish  Women’s  Discussion 
Group.  Topic  this  week:  Family  Herstory. 
Bring  pictures  and  stories.  7:30  PM,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
Info:  354-8807. 


Boston  —  Sexually  Dangerous  Poet,  a 

reading  of  newly  published  poems  by  Walta 
Borawski.  “The  poems  are  truthful,  snappy, 
plenty  of  low  life  and  local  detail .  ’  ’  Starts  at  8 
PM,  $2  donation,  refreshments  served. 
Wheelchair  access  by  elevator.  Glad  Day 
Bookshop,  43  Winter  St.;  across  from  Park 
St.  “T.”  Info:  542-0144. 

Boston  —  Shabbat  Service  and  Oneg.  8  PM 

Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  Sponsored  by  Am 
Tikva.  Info:  782-8894. 

14  Saturday 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Line:  training  for  new 

volunteer  staffers.  The  only  requirement  is  a 
good  ear  and  3  spare  hours  a  week  to 
answer  the  phone.  10  AM  to  5:30  PM,  5th 
floor,  Boston  City  Hall.  Info:  536-7733. 

15  Sunday 

Ipswich  —  Sunday  Chamber  Music  Series; 

Concert  Barn,  Castle  Hill,  Argilla  Road. 
Pianists  Leslie  Amper  and  Yehudi  Wyner, 
Violinist  Rose  Mary  Harbison  and  Clarinetist 
Michael  Sussman  perform  works  by 
Brahms,  Beethoven,  and  Harbison.  6  PM, 
admission:  $10.  Info:  356-4070. 

Cambridge  —  Starhawk,  author  of  “The 
Spiral  Dance"  and  “Dreaming  the  Dark" 
will  speak  on:  Reclaiming  our  Power:  Magic, 
Sex  and  Politics.  A  Spiral  Dance  Circle  will 
follow  the  lecture.  8PM,  Stebbins 
Auditorium,  1st  Parish  Unitarian  Church  of 
Cambridge,  Church  St.  Admission  $4  to  $8 
sliding  scale. 

16  monday 

Boston  —  Candidates  Night  on  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Issues,  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  candidates 
for  state  representative  and  state  senator 
from  Boston  districts.  7:30  PM  at  U.Mass, 
Park  Square,  Room  222.  Free  and  open  to 
the  public.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Mass.  Gay 
Political  Caucus  and  Cambridge  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance.* 

20  friday 

Boston  —  Rudy  Kikel  reading  from  his  new 
poetry  collection,  Lasting  Relations.  “At 
once  elegaic  and  amusing,  lyrical  and 
tough."  Starts  at  8  PM,  $2.  donation, 
refreshments  served.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
43  Winter  St.;  across  from  Park  St.  “T.” 
Wheelchair  access  by  elevator.  Info: 
542-0144. 

21  Saturday 

Somerville  —  Peace  and  Disarmament 
reading  by  Denise  Levertov,  Suzanne 
Berger,  Ed  Cates,  Beatrice  Hawley  and 
others.  Reception,  refreshments,  admission 
is  free.  OPENAIR  Theater,  25  Village  St.,  4 
PM.  Reservations:  625-1194. 

22  Sunday 

Rhode  Island  —  Tour  of  America’s  Oldest 
Synagogue  and  Picnic  in  Newport,  R.l.  Meet 
at  Touro  Synagogue  at  1  PM.  Sponsored  by 
Am  Tikva.  Info:  782-8894. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Jim  Reed 


“HERE’S  TO  THE  QUNITESSENTIAL  YOU  AND 
THE  QUINTESSENTIAL  ME.” 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Bradshaw  Smith 


MOT  (19 


gay  and  lesbian  art  show  part  II 

The  Basement  Gallery,  35  Kingston  Street 
(behind  Jordon  Marsh),  Boston,  574-9200, 
through  June  30th,  1  to  7  p.m.,  all  week. 

It’s  a  curious  thing,  this  gay  and  lesbian  art 
show.  If  you  had  stumbled  in  off  the  street  not 
realizing  what  this  show  was,  you  probably 
wouldn’t  think  it  was  a  gay  art  show.  There  is 
nothing  particularly  political  or  gay  about  the  art. 
Given  the  fact  that  the  art  world  certainly  has  its 
share  of  gay  population,  the  whole  notion  of  a 
“gay”  art  show  is  a  bit  puzzling.  Not  to  take 
anything  away  from  this  show,  but  what  is  “gay 
art?” 

I  don’t  know  what  “gay  art”  is,  but  here  is  a 
gallery  full  of  artwork  done  by  gay  artists,  and  it’s 
worth  your  while  to  go  see  it. 

This  show,  while  small,  covers  an  amazing 
range  of  techniques  and  media.  Paul  Greene’s 
large  fabric  and  wire  construction  looks  like  it 
might  have  a  pracitical  purpose,  but  not  quite. 
It’s  one  of  those  “l-don’t-know-what-it-is-but-l- 
like-it”  pieces. 

Ellen  Grabiner’s  life-size  watercolors  of 
cows  are  whimsical  and  charming.  Priscilla 
Proudwoman  Stadler’s  large  charcoal  drawings 
are  a  cross  between  Judy  Chicago  and  Georgia 
O’Keefe.  Isabele  Eccles’  photographs  of  Colum¬ 
bia  are  beautiful  and  evocative  views  of  the  world 
that  seems  very  far  away. 

Then  there’s  Mark  Holzbach’s  holographs.  It 
seems  hard  to  get  beyond  the  “magic”  factor  in¬ 
volved  in  holography.  There  is  such  a  “gee  whiz, 
golly  gosh”  element  to  the  media  that  even  the 
most  banal  images  are  fascinating.  None  of 


Columbia,  1978.  Isabel  M.  Eccles. 


Holzbach’s  pieces  are  much  of  anything;  a  guy 
lifting  a  pencil,  a  straight-on  portrait  and  a  sea  ur¬ 
chin  don't  exactly  make  for  interesting  subject 
matter.  Yet  the  damned  medium  is  so  interesting 
to  see,  you  almost  don’t  care  what  the  images 
are. 

Bob  Wellington  has  a  series  of  rather 
childlike  drawings  and  collages  with  very  friend¬ 
ly  and  funny  captions.  Mary  Traynor’s  wood  con¬ 
struction  would  make  a  great  clubhouse  for  kids, 
but  its  unfinished  look  makes  it  a  3-D  sketch  or  a 
work  in  progress. 

The  other  photographs  in  the  show  are  all 
well  done  with  very  different  results:  Dale 
Tanent’s  nudes  are  pretty  tame  except  for  one 
striking  classical  pose  of  a  young  man  chained 
to  himself.  Susan  Fleischmann’s  portraits  of  old 
folks  present  them  in  a  sympathetic  light.  You 
don’t  feel  sorrow  or  pity  for  these  people,  you 
just  like  them.  James  Donald’s  male  nudes  are 
inspired  by  Greek  mythology  and  juxtaposed 
with  hilarious  captions  and  explanations. 

So  we  are  brought  back  to  the  question 
behind  this  show.  Maybe  it's  a  matter  of  what 
they  call  in  advertising  “market  positioning.”  If 
you  call  it  a  “gay”  art  show,  gay  people  will  come 
and  see  it  to  show  some  support  for  the  gay  art 
community.  But  does  that  exclude  everyone 
who’s  not  gay. .  .and  does  that  matter?  What  it 
does  do  is  set  up  a  preconceived  idea  that  there 
is  “gay”  art  as  opposed  to  other  kinds  of  art.  I’d 
be  willing  to  bet  that  anyone  who  walked  in  with 
such  a  preconceived  idea  was  surprised.  Art  is 
art  is  art  is  art. 

Go  see  for  yourself. 

—  Howie  Green 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114- 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)227-0.513  _ 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 

Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 


DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 
CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 
LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Oftices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 


ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 


MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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Tracking  Down  the  Past 


By  Libby  Bouvier 
While  reading  a  transcribed  in¬ 
terview  with  a  local  labor  leader 
recently,  I  ran  across  a  reference  to 
a  lesbian  household  in  Boston, 
which,  according  to  the  woman 
being  interviewed,  existed  some¬ 
time  between  1910  and  1920.  The 
labor  activist  mentioned  the  house 
when  she  was  asked  by  the  inter¬ 
viewer  to  describe  how  she  had 
first  gotten  involved  in  her  union’s 
leadership.  The  woman  revealed 
that  she  had  been  approached  by 
leaders  of  her  union  to  run  for 
secretary-treasurer  in  an  effort  to 
defeat  a  woman,  also  running  for 
the  office,  who  had  been  identified 
as  a  lesbian  and  the  so-called 
“ringleader”  of  a  notorious  les¬ 
bian  house.  In  the  course  of 


describing  this  incident,  the  inter¬ 
viewee  used  the  terms  “lesbian” 
and  “homosexual”  to  refer  to  the 
women  who  lived  in  that  house 
and  indicated  that  several  of  these 
women  had  been  fired  from  the 
same  company  where  she  had 
worked  and  had  been  blacklisted 
because  of  their  lesbianism. 

This  short  reference,  found 
totally  by  accident,  sparked  my 
curiosity.  Who  were  these  women? 
Where  was  this  house?  How  long 
had  it  existed?  What  happened  to 
the  women  after  they  were  fired 
and  blacklisted?  What  happened 
to  the  house?  Lots  of  questions 
but  few  answers.  Having  had  my 
interest  aroused,  1  wrote  down 
some  notes  about  the  story  and  put 
them  aside.  Several  days  later  I 
mentioned  the  story  to  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  His¬ 
tory  Project  because  I  though  it 
was  an  interesting  item  to  share 
and  because  1  hoped  to  get  some 


ideas  on  how  to  get  more  informa¬ 
tion.  The  Project,  in  the  midst  of 
preparing  a  series  of  articles  for 
GCN,  seized  on  the  story  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  I  write  an  article  on 
“following  up  leads.” 

Leads  can  be  bits  of  information 
overheard  in  passing,  read  in  a 
footnote  or  an  obituary,  or  heard 
in  a  family  member’s  veiled  com¬ 
ment  about  a  relative  or  friend.  So 
how  do  we  pursue  those  pieces  of 
information  we  have  stumbled 
upon?  First  we  have  to  overcome 
our  natural  feelings  of  timidity, 
our  notions  that  unless  we  are 
“trained”  professional  historians, 
we  really  have  no  business  doing 
historical  research.  Regardless  of 
the  fact  that  many  “trained” 


historians  have  no  more  familiari¬ 
ty  with  conducting  primary  re¬ 
search  and  following  up  leads  out¬ 
side  of  libraries  and  other  research 
institutions  than  the  rest  of  us 
have,  these  are  real  fears.  But  it 
does  not  require  training  to  do  re¬ 
search.  It  does  require  persever- 
ence,  flexibility,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  not  misrepresent  the  facts 
as  we  learn  them. 

Taking  this  story  of  a  lesbian 
household  as  an  example,  this  is 
what  I  now  need  to  do:  1  must  lay 
out  all  the  facts  that  1  have,  list  my 
questions,  and  think  of  possible 
places  where  1  might  find  answers. 
From  the  brief  comments  made 
during  the  interview,  I  have  some 
basic  leads.  1  know  where  the  “les¬ 
bian  ringleader”  worked,  where 
the  women  who  were  blacklisted 
worked,  the  union  they  all  belong¬ 
ed  to,  the  approximate  time  period 
(1910-1920),  the  fact  that  the 
“leader”  owned  a  house,  and  the 


name  of  the  labor  leader  whom  the 
union  put  up  to  run  against  this 
woman  for  the  position  of  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  the  local.  If  1  can 
locate  the  union  records,  I  will 
probably  find  the  “ringleader’s” 
name  and  possibly  the  names  of 
the  blacklisted  women  as  well. 
Both  union  and  company  records 
could  provide  more  details  about 
the  incident  and  reveal  further 
clues. 

The  Boston  City  Directories  and 
tax  and  census  records  are  other 
possible  sources  of  information. 
The  City  Directories  (which  go 
back  as  far  as  1789)  list  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  occupations  of  in¬ 
dividuals  (especially  of  those  who 
owned  property)  and  businesses. 
The  exact  nature  and  extent  of  in¬ 
formation  they  provide  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  time  period.  These 
directories  are  located  in  the  State 
House  Library,  which  is  open  to 
the  public.  They  are  kept  in  a  bit  of 
a  mess,  however,  and  are  quite 
dusty!  The  Boston  census  records 
(which  go  back  to  1790)  would  list 
the  names  of  the  other  occupants 
of  the  house,  and  they  might  also 
indicate  how  long  these  women 
lived  together.  These  records  are 
kept  in  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
and  while  all  the  census  records  are 
available  to  the  public,  those  of  the 
current  century  are  on  microfilm 
and  are  quite  easily  accessible. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  re¬ 
sources  in  the  Boston  area  that  can 
be  used  to  establish  dates,  ad¬ 
dresses,  occupations,  relations, 
medical  information,  and  finan¬ 
cial  data.  Birth,  death,  and  mar¬ 
riage  certificates  (located  in  the 
Vital  Records  Office  of  the  State 
Office  Building  at  One  Ashburton 
Place),  records  from  institutions 
(such  as  prisons  and  jails,  courts, 
or  mental  institutions),  files 
available  through  the  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  from  the  Boston 
field  office  of  the  FBI  (the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  will  provide  in¬ 


structions  on  how  to  file  an  FOIA 
request)  can  all  be  used  as  sources, 
as  tools  with  which  to  gather  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  open  up  new  aven¬ 
ues  of  research. 

Newspaper  articles  and 
obituaries  are  another  likely 
source  for  leads  to  lesbian  and  gay 
history.  Community  and  ethnic 
publications  in  particular  have  not 
been  adequately  researched  for 
possible  material.  Medical  jour¬ 
nals,  sexology  studies,  books  and 
articles  about  “notorious”  women 
and  men  are  other  possibilities. 
And,  finally,  the  materials  listed  in 
the  Bibliography  can  provide  fur¬ 
ther  “leads.” 

In  many  cases,  when  we  begin  to 
look  for  information  about  an  in¬ 
dividual,  we  might  not  have  ex¬ 
plicit  information  about  their 
sexual  or  emotional  preferences. 
We  must  keep  in  mind  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  not  imposing  our  own 
present-day  definitions  of  lesbian 
and  gay  male  behavior  and  identity. 

Following  up  leads  and  possi¬ 
bilities  is  exciting  and  challenging, 
particularly  in  Boston,  where  there 
are  records  dating  back  to  the 
1600’s,  but  where  the  condition  of 
materials  and  their  organization  is 
frequently  poor.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  researching  our  local 
history,  the  Boston  area  Lesbian 
and  Gay  History  Project  has  iden¬ 
tified  a  number  of  topics  and  in¬ 
dividuals’  lives  which  need  to  be 
researched.  The  work  may  require 
a  lot  of  time  and  patience,  but 
when  we  find  clear  evidence  of  les- 
bian/gay  identity  and  community, 
it  is  tremendously  exhilarating.  It 
can  also  be  potentially  devastating 
when  we  find  ourselves  up  against 
a  blank  wall  —  when  we  can  see  no 
way  in  which  to  turn  other  than  to 
drop  the  subject  and  go  on  to 
something  else.  But  as  we  pursue 
our  research,  the  possibilities  of 
more  questions  and  new  areas  of 
research  always  arise!  Flexibility  is 
an  asset! 
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Would  You  Like  to  Help  Us? 

If  you  have  any  information  to 
share  with  us  about  these  or  other 
topics,  if  you  have  an  interest  of 
your  own  which  you  would  like  to 
research,  or  if  you  are  interested 
in  joining  the  History  Project,  you 
can  contact  us  at:  The  History 
Project,  c/o  Janet  Kahn,  HO 
College  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA 
02144. 


Cambridge 

Continued  from  page  3 

takenly  deleted  in  the  final  draft. 
But  asked  if  he  would  revise  the  or¬ 
dinance  to  include  the  phrase, 
Vellucci  would  not  give  a  direct 
answer. 

“I  have  come  across  sex  pro¬ 
blems  in  the  past  and  I  have  dealt 
with  them  honestly  and  fairly,”  he 
replied,  somewhat  incongruously. 
“[The  ordinance]  says  alt  the 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Cambridge. 
That’s  what  it  says.” 


A  Place  in  the  Past 

A  series  of  articles  by  the  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project. 


Poetessa 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 


the  new 

woman's  poetry  journal 
invites  submissions 
and 

subsciptions  ($18  per  year) 

Poetessa 
P.O.  Box  420 
E.  Rockaway,  N.Y.  11518 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  .JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

739  BOYISTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


(  Jiiropraetor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic,  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Bellville  Associates 

is  pleased  to  welcome  to  the  staff 

Cheryl  Harrell, 

MDIV,  CAC 

Bellville  Associates 

serving  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 

•  Individual,  couples  and  group  counseling 

•  Career  counseling  and  neuropsychological  evaluation 

•  Substance  abuse  counseling 

•  Spanish,  English,  Portuguese,  Filipino  and  Mandarin  Chinese 
spoken 

Health  Insurance  accepted /sliding  fee  scale  available 
Copley  Square  and  Stoneham,  MA  locations 

Call  (617)  739-7803 

tor  further  information  or  appointment 


CUSTOM  REUPHOLSJERING 
CUSTOM  DRAPES 
ROMAN  SHADES 
BALLOON  SHADES 

\  \ 

\Del  Mar 


$10  ENERGY  CREDIT 


WINDOW  COVERING 


1"  MINI  BLINDS 
ALUMINUM  +  WOOD 
SOFT  LITE 

WOOD  WOVEN  BLIND 
VERTICALS 

\\  \ 


INTRODUCING 

ANNE-MACK 

INTERIORS 


696  WASHINGTON  ST 
BROOKLINE 

(Washington  Square) 

566-7529 


If  You've  Had  Enough 

of  hiding  your  drinking  ...  of  feeling  hung  over 
...  of  making  excuses  ...  of  breaking 
promises  to  yourself  and  others. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


SPH  IALIZING  IN  ENtKGY  SAVING 
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Boston  Pride  Roots 


Money  and  More  in  '84 


Continued  from  page  13 

money,  especially  for  business  and 
bars  who  already  make  a  profit  off 
the  community. 

Kathy  Travers  believes  people 
will  always  come  to  gay  pride, 
regardless  of  the  job  organizers 
do,  because  “it’s  an  incredibly 
significant  act  for  people  to  be  able 
to  be  out  in  public.”  But  she 
believes  the  organizers  have  a 
responsibility  to  look  at  the  issues 
facing  the  community.  She  agrees 
with  Levine  that  it  is  “incumbent 
on  people  who  have  differences 
with  the  committee  to  take  con¬ 
trol.  . .  to  make  themselves  a  felt 
presence.”  But  adds  that  “having 
an  ongoing  committee  with  people 
holding  offices  makes  it  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  do  good  outreach  and  in¬ 
volve  people.”  “People  who  start 
early  can  control  it,”  she  says. 

Urvashi  Vaid,  who  worked  on 
the  committee  in  1983  and  now 
lives  in  Washington,  D.C.,  ack¬ 
nowledges  that  it  can  be  difficult. 
“When  I  walked  in,  the  officers 
were  already  elected  and  things 
were  already  set  up,”  adding  that 
although  there  were  votes,  “a 
number  of  major  decisions  got 
made  in  a  completely  arbitrary  and 
non-democratic  way.”  But  she 
believes  it  is  the  responsibility  of 
activists  “to  get  more  involved.” 

She  came  on  the  committee  as  a 
direct  result  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  rally  in  1982,  and  she  gets 
frustrated  with  those  who  are  con¬ 
tent  only  to  criticize.  She  feels  like 
bad  decisions  get  made  when  too 
few  people  are  forced  to  take  on 
too  much  work,  with  little  support 
and  feedback  from  the  communi¬ 
ty.  She  believes  “pride  needs  to  be 
more  militant  and  more  interesting 
. . .  (to)  give  something  nourishing 
to  the  community. ...  It  has  not 
been  that.” 

It  would  be  “a  shame,”  she 
says,  “if  the  whole  thing  was  to  go 
headlong  into  this  whole  festival 
idea.”  But  she  reiterates  that  it  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  people 
who  don’t  like  it  to  get  involved, 
be  persistent,  and  make  changes. 
After  her  1983  experience,  she 
said,  “never  again. . . .  But  after 
going  to  this  one,  if  I  lived  in 
Boston,  I’d  be  involved  next 


year.” 

In  my  conversation  with  her, 
Marsha  Levine  twice  stressed  the 
incipient  death  of  gay  pride  at  the 
hands  of  the  “traditional” 
march/rally.  While  none  of  the  ac¬ 
tivists  I  spoke  to  regarded  that  fear 
as  having  a  basis  in  fact,  none  were 
surprised  that  bars  and  businesses 
would  have  predicted  the  doom  of 
gay  pride.  That  segment  of  the 
community  has  typically  been  dis¬ 
gruntled  with  the  wasted  commer¬ 
cial  potential  of  previous  pride 
marches. 

In  Boston  where,  unlike  other 
major  cities,  activists  have  resisted 
the  carnival  lure  until  this  year, 
one  wonders  what  the  death  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  pride  means  in  both 
concrete  and  symbolic  terms.  Does 
it  mean  people  literally  don’t  show 
up,  does  it  mean  people  don’t  have 
a  good  time,  or  does  it  have  to  do 
with  the  death  of  militancy,  failure 
to  represent  our  diversity,  fear  of 
controversy,  loss  of  the  wildness 
and  experimentation  which 
characterized  early  gay  pride? 

We  as  a  community  must  con¬ 
sider  what  it  means  to  dismiss  the 
rich  diversity  of  our  community  in 
favor  of  a  unity  which  fails  to 
reflect  all  our  lives,  our  dif¬ 
ferences,  our  queerness,  our 
fights,  our  past  and  our  complex 
present.  We  must  discuss  the  loss 
of  militancy  which  is  inevitable 
when  gay  pride  becomes  a 
business,  something  we  import 


and  consume  rather  than  some¬ 
thing  we  all  act  to  create  together. 
We  must  discuss  the  meaning  of 
our  community  when  disagree¬ 
ment  and  controversy,  rather  than 
being  embraced  as  a  sign  of  health, 
are  avoided  at  all  costs.  We  must 
discuss  our  willingness  to  adopt 
strategies  which  seem  “natural” 
and  easy  in  times  when  the  social 
context  is  unquestionably  hostile 
and  difficult. 

We  must  ask  questions.  Are  we 
opening  ourselves,  as  Dennis 
Altman  points  out,  to  the  “risks 
(of)  being  totally  coopted  into  sup¬ 
porting  even  those  institutions  that 
oppress  (us)?”  Are  we  remember¬ 
ing  that  being  gay  demands  the 
outrageously  unnatural,  the  flam¬ 
boyantly  different?  Vito  Russo 
says,  “It  will  never,  ever  work  to 
tell  the  rest  of  the  world  we  are  just 
like  they  are  so  they  should  accept 
us.  This  movement  was  born  ori¬ 
ginally  because  we  are  not  all  alike. 
We  have  to  bring  the  annual 
Stonewall  remembrance  closer  to 
that  fact.” 

The  success  of  lesbian  and  gay 
pride  cannot  be  measured  by  num¬ 
bers  or  dollars,  but  by  the  attempts 
of  a  community  to  come  together 
and  address  its  issues,  struggles 
and  conflicts,  acknowledge  and 
represent  its  diversity,  and  pro¬ 
nounce  in  some  distinct  way  its  dif¬ 
ference  from  and  absolute  re¬ 
sistance  to  the  straight  society  in 
which  we  must  live. 


Hollywood  on  Queers 


Continued  from  page  7 

they  are  superior  and  that  they  can 
fool  —  even  murder  —  other  peo¬ 
ple  and  get  away  with  it.  It’s  a 
clear  picture  of  the  homosexual  as 
a  duplicitous  and  devious  infiltrat¬ 
or.  One  of  the  great  fears  main¬ 
stream  society  has  about  gay  peo¬ 
ple  is  that  they  are  invisible  and 
actually  are  everywhere.  By  being 
so  socially  acceptable,  both  Bran¬ 
don  and  Philip  are  presented  as 
conning  the  others  to  think  that 
they  are  really  normal.  (Although 
both  act  so  fruity,  it’s  impossible 
to  see  how  anyone  could  ever  be 
fooled.) 

With  their  penthouse  and  their 
manners  it  is  one  quick  step  to 
presume  that  both  Brandon  and 
Philip  are  also  murderers.  After 
all,  they  consider  themselves  su¬ 
perior,  they  define  themselves  out¬ 
side  of  regular  society,  they  take 
pride  in  tricking  and  making  fools 
of  people,  and  they  have  little 
regard  for  the  social  importance 
of  friendship,  family,  marriage  or 
even  feeling.  They  are  all  style  and 
no  soul,  all  manners  and  no 
morals.  In  the  terms  of  the  film 
they  have  refused  to  be  normal 
and  take  their  vengeance  upon  the 
rest  of  society  by  flaunting  its 
rules  and  violating  its  moral 
codes.  In  Rope,  murder  is  the  logi¬ 
cal  extension  of  homosexuality. 

The  characterizations  of  Bran¬ 
don  and  Philip  are  somewhat  sim¬ 
ilar:  both  are  not  very  masculine, 
both  are  artistic,  both  adopt  a 
fake  civility  which  hides  murder¬ 
ous  impulses,  but  there  is  an  im¬ 
portant  distinction  between  them. 
While  Brandon  is  clever,  he  is  too 
clever.  It  is  his  idea  to  serve  dinner 


from  the  chest,  his  idea  to  flaunt 
the  rope  with  which  they  have 
murdered,  his  idea  to  push  their 
luck  as  far  as  possible.  He  is  too 
sure  of  himself  (and  his  superior¬ 
ity)  for  his  own  good.  Rupert  only 
begins  to  catch  on  to  what  has 
happened  because  Brandon  keeps 
on  dangling  it  in  his  face.  And 
besides  being  a  murderer,  he  is 
also  self-destructive;  he  wants  to 
be  found  out  and  punished.  (Just 
like  all  those  nasty  queens  who 
have  sex  in  public  and  want  to  get 
beat  up  and  arrested.)  Brandon’s 
charm  equals  homosexuality, 
which  in  turn,  equals  self-hatred 
and  destruction. 

Philip,  on  the  other  hand  is 
clever,  but  he  is  weak.  He  relies 
upon  Brandon  to  have  the  cour¬ 
age  and  only  goes  along  because 
he  is  not  strong  enough  to  say  no. 
During  the  evening  he  breaks  a 
champagne  glass  with  his  hand, 
cannot  play  the  piano  correctly, 
frets  and  finally  breaks  down.  If 
Brandon  is  the  homosexual-as- 
conniver,  Philip  is  the  homosex- 
ual-as-spineless-weakling.  He  has 
no  moral  code,  but  fears  only  get¬ 
ting  caught.  Philip’s  weakness 
equals  homosexuality,  self- 
destruction  and  hatred. 

Hitchcock  was  to  use  the  Bran¬ 
don  stereotype  again  in  1951  with 
the  character  of  Bruno  in  Strang¬ 
ers  on  a  Train:  the  suave,  mother- 
bound,  trickster  who  is  willing  to 
murder  as  a  game.  But  in  Rope, 
Hitchcock  is  not  just  using  the  ste¬ 
reotypes  to  give  a  twist  to  a  rather 
predictable  story.  His  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Philip  and  Brandon  are 
part  and  parcel  of  a  broader  vision 
of  a  social  structure.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  film  the  murdered 


man’s  father  condemns  the  “su¬ 
perman”  theory  as  comparable  to 
Hitler’s.  And  at  the  end  of  the 
film  Jimmy  Stewart  repeats  the 
same  line.  The  connection  being 
made  is  the  same  tired  arguments 
connecting  Naziism  with 
decadence  and  hence,  with  homo¬ 
sexuality.  It  is  interesting  that  the 
film  totally  steers  away  from  the 
fact  that  the  original  Leopold  and 
Loeb  were  Jewish,  and  that  this 
was  a  popular  subtext  in  the 
original  trial  with  the  same  associ¬ 
ations  being  made  of  wealth, 
minority  status,  and  the  presump¬ 
tion  that  both  placed  the  men  in  a 
“better  than  thou”  frame  of 
mind.  By  1948  Jews  were  no 
longer  as  popular  stereotypes  as 
queers. 

The  stereotypes  of  homosexuals 
in  Rope  were  not  that  uncommon 
in  the  Hollywood  film.  Artiness 
had  always  been  a  sign  of  some  so¬ 
cial  or  sexual  deviance;  good  man¬ 
ners  were  generally  considered  un¬ 
manly;  and  worst  of  all,  consider¬ 
ing  one’s  self  to  be  “better  than 
others”  was  a  sure  sign  of  vanity, 
if  not  the  potential  to  murder. 
Hitchcock  takes  all  of  these  and 
by  mixing  them  deftly  creates  the 
perfect  homosexuals  for  a  Holly¬ 
wood  film.  Not  only  do  they  add 
spice  to  the  story,  but  are  suitable 
for  pointing  out  the  perfect  moral: 
never  be  different.  And  to  wrap 
things  up  they  are  self-contained 
murderers  and  victims.  These 
same  images  have  been  used  since 
Rope,  to  varying  degrees,  becom¬ 
ing  less  and  less  affecting  over  the 
years.  In  a  way  it’s  sort  of  nice  to 
go  back  and  see  when  they  really 
knew  how  to  do  it,  and  do  it  well. 
In  another  way,  it’s  still  horrible. 
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TYPESETTING 

Services 


•  resumes 

•  letterhead 

•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


THOMAS  R.  HUTH 

REGISTERED  ARCHITECT 
RENOVATIONS  /  ADDITIONS 

731-1173 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell . . . 


.  .  .but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
What  a  wonderful 
book  to  read 
A  book  on  which 
the  soul  can  feed 
God  should  really  be 
quite  pissed 
if  loveliness 
by  chance  be  missed 
And  how  we  miss  it 
every  day 
il  we  forget  how 
to  be  gay 
This  is  the  day 
the  Lord  hath  made 
Lei  us  rejoice 
but  let  us  be  paid! 

I  love  you  beyond  all  colors 

All  my  love.  Porcupine _ 

CHAPTER  THREE 

How  to  dress  myself,  my  hair?  Will  the 
tomboy  look  impress  her.  or  the 
tailored9  Preliminary  remarks,  now  in¬ 
troductions  —  that  must  be  she! 
Brilliant  mind,  beautiful  body,  proper 
politics  —  and  a  redhead,  too _ (50) 

LF,  37.  Newton-Waltham  area,  looking 
for  companions  to  run,  bicycle  or  hike 
with.  Would  also  like  to  meet  L's  to 
attend  events  with.  GCN  Box  32  (50) 

Feminist  and  Fun  —  LF.  29.  who  likes 
conversation,  bicycling,  writing,  speak¬ 
ing  French,  women's  events  (etc!), 
would  like  to  meet  exciting  new  women 
for  fun.  friendships  and  relationships. 
GCN  Box  34 _ (50) 

CLASSICAL  MUSIC  LOVER 
BiWM.  40  s.  non-smoker,  seeks  caring, 
enduring,  serious  friendship  with  M  or 
M  F  couple.  Do  not  reply  if  you  only 

want  sex  GCN  Box  30 _ (50) 

LESBIANS  WRITE/MEET  THRU 
THE  WISHING  WELL  MAGAZINE,  est. 
1974.  Discrete  code  #'s  used.  Reliable. 
Loving  care.  Prompt.  Intro  copy  $5.  Info: 
Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948 _ (9) 

MAKE  ME  BLUSH 

Seek  stories  of  sexual  fantasies  or  ac¬ 
tual  experiences.  Your  hot  story  gets 
one  in  return  —  why  pay  more?  GCN 
Box  35. _ (2) 

STUCK  IN  THE  STICKS 
GM  21  from  Dover  MA  wonders  if  there 
are  other  gay  men  in  vicinity  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  friends  and,  someday,  a 
lover.  I  am  well-educ.  and  extremely 
handsome  but  not  at  all  conceited.  My 
work  schedule  makes  Boston  incon- 
venient.  GCN  Box  37 _ (1) 

Inexperienced  F  seeks  gentle  and 
playful  sexual  mentor  to  teach  me  the 
fine  art  of  mutual  pleasuring  I  love  in¬ 
telligent  conversation,  bad  jokes,  and 
rock  'n  roll  GCN  Box  31.  _ (1 ) 


WANTED 

Women  into  sailing  for  weekday  AM 
sails.  Call  Marion  241-9128 _ (50) 

LF  27  Prof  mature  attractive  w/warm 
heart  inquiring  mind  sk  same  for 
romance.  Lk  theater  art  music  outdoors 
dancing  Pis  no  drugs  booze.  GCN  Box 
30 _ (50) 

LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN 
ADOPTING  CHILDREN 
I  need  your  advice  and  support.  I'm  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  from  anyone  in  the 
US.  Am  esp.  interested  in  forming  sup¬ 
port  group  in  Boston  area.  GCN  Box  29. 
_ (50) 

Somewhat  testy,  but  affectionate  & 
good-looking  L  artist  38  seeks  active, 
independent,  trim,  attractive,  non¬ 
smoking  L  artist  for  intimacy  &  commit¬ 
ment.  I  love  my  work,  biking,  5AM, 
Mozart,  gardening,  cooking,  films, 
ocean  dogs  No  cat-owning  vegetarian 
separatist  fanatics.  PO  Box  49,  West 
Somerville,  MA  02144 _ (50) 

TENNIS  PLAYERS 

GF  advanced  tennis  player  is  looking 
for  similar  people  to  play  tennis  with, 
preferably  during  weekdays.  Call 
Marlene  at  (617)  738-7408. _ (50) 


IN  A  RUT? 


PGOHLES 
/IV  0N 

/l\  VIDEO 


Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential 
For  info,  write  to: 


Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston.  MA  021 16 
Open  Tu-Fri  4-10,  Sat  10-6 
or  call 
267-1319 


Tall,  dark,  handsome  Jewish  man  27, 
good  listener,  good  at  getting  close, 
love  to  sing,  snuggle,  exercise,  eat, 
relax.  Seeking  warm,  funny,  interesting 
men  22-36,  Jewish,  Italian  and  Greek 
backgrounds,  sweet  &  emotionally 
together  for  dating,  friendship, 
romance.  Photo  &  letter.  P.O.  Box  980 
Cambridge  02238. _ (50) 

Connecticut  LF  31  musical,  sexy,  fun  to 
be  with,  seeks  contacts,  summer  fun, 
possible  relationship.  GCN  Box  27.  (1) 

Do  you  need  a  biological  father?  We’re 
looking  for  a  surrogate  mother.  There's 
a  solution  for  you  and  us.  Reply  Box 
171,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston  MA  02115. 


CUM  2  LA  OLYPICS  +  DRIVE  ACROSS 
AMERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL 
Stay  with  me  in  beach  home.  Leaving 
LA  Aug  24  via  Utah  Idaho  Wyom,  So. 
Canda  Me  —  32,  doctor  gd  Ikng  gk  act. 
Seek  WM  20-35  gk  pass,  str  aprng 
waspy,  non-smkr,  eductd  quiet  + 
responsible.  Hassan.  PO  Box  4903 !  Los 
Angeles  CA  90049.  (3) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out- 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  M A  021 1 1 ,  Atten- 
tion  Cl assifiedsBox 

JOB  WANTED _ 

Work  wanted:  exper.  in  bookkeeping 
(comp  +  man.)  +  gen  office  with  bus. 
+  comty.  org.  Exc.  ref.  GCN  Box  36.  (3) 
Art  director/designer/illustrator  with  8 
years'  experience  in  corporate,  retail, 
and  service  accounts  seeks  position  in 
Boston  area  with  ad  agency  and/or 
design  shop.  Solid  portfolio,  excellent 
references.  Reply  to  Box  22,  GCN. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

The  Nestle  boycott  was  just  the  begin¬ 
ning!  Join  INFACT's  new  campaign  to 
stop  targetting  corporations  involved  in 
the  arms  race.  Opportunities  now 
available  for  good  people  to  work  full 
time  as  organizers.  Experience  not  re¬ 
quired.  Long  hours — meaningful,  effec¬ 
tive  work  for  social  change — living 
stipend  — benefits.  Call  423-0709.  (2) 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS. 

$1 6. 559-$50, 553/year. 

Now  hiring.  Your  area.  Call 
805-687-6000  Ext.  R-4468 _ (1) 

Are  you  interested?  We  are  looking  for 
someone  who  would  like  to  work  in  the 
travel  industry-contact  New  World 
Travel.  538  Tremont  St.  Boston, 
423-2229. _  (50) 

NEED  JOB  &  PLACE  TO  LIVE? 

My  home-cleaning  co  needs  FT  or  PT 
help.  Good  pay.  Career  opportunity. 
Ideal  for  high  school  student  or 
teenager.  I  also  want  a  friend  to  live  in 
my  lakefront  home.  Box  3072,  Saxon- 
ville  Station,  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

_ _ 02/1) 

Part-time  billing  clerk  position  in  gay 
oriented  community  health  center. 
Responsible  for  operation  of  the  private 
insurance  area:  works  in  a  team  to 
facilitate  first  and  third  party  billing: 
deals  with  patients  regarding  their  ac¬ 
counts  Knowledge  oi  CRI.  bookkeep¬ 
ing.  medical  terminology  preferred. 
$5. 50/hr.  Send  resume  to  Supervisor, 
Support  Services,  FCHC  16  Haviland 
St..  Boston.  MA  02115  or  call  267-7573. 

(50) 


TAKE  ACTION  WITH  9to5! 

9to5,  Boston's  working  women's 
organization,  committed  to  empower¬ 
ing  women  through  direct  action, 
education,  and  involvement,  is  now  hir¬ 
ing  individuals  for  community  outreach 
and  fundraising  in  a  challenging  and 
supportive  atmosphere.  Hours: 
2:00-10:00.  Training  and  benefits  includ¬ 
ed.  Call  423-3255.  Summer  and  perma¬ 
nent  positions  available. 


GCN  SPECIALS 

FANS! 

Help!  There's  no  air  conditioning  in  this 
year’s  budget  (or  next).  If  you  have  an 
old  fan  (even  a  little  one)  that  you'd  like 
to  see  put  to  good  use,  give  Mike  a  call 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Is  children's  liberation  a  gay  issue?  Our 
collective  thinks  so.  We  go  far  beyond 
intergenerational  sexuality  and  ask  for 
children's  rights  in  all  ways  of  life.  Our 
quarterly  mag  reviews  the  worldwide 
fight  for  their  freedom.  Already  in  its 
fourth  number  it  is  fast  becoming  a  part 
of  the  scene  not  to  be  missed.  On  sale 
thru  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St., 
Boston.  MA  02108  for  $2.75. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  TEENAGERS  CLUB 
If  you  are  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys 
your  age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job,  place  to 
I  ive.  For  info  contact  Box  3072  Saxon- 
ville  Sta,  Framingham,  MA  01701.  (5) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women's  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. ■ 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educationall  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902  Co 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson. 
J  .D..  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D _ ‘ 

GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos. 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside.  NY  11104 
SASE,  please! _  _  (30) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,-  MA  02238. 


LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 

_ (45) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists.  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669,  674,  677.  684,  ,  701 

704,  706.  707,  708,  716, 

720,  723.  729,  731,  735.  738, 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???).  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•  Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

3.  Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non- 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. . 
ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  it  we  can't  read  them. 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  re/ect,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN 's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-rurf  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase  — headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 
.  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Category 

• 

Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lll 

1C 

a 

r- 

1 — 

— 

L 

L 

L 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x 

1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Rusiness 

X 

1.00 

_ 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

_ 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Rusiness 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

X 

.25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds; 
Coi.  inches  or  part  thereof: 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


x  12.00 
(Add) 


TOTAL  fori  Week 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 
SUBTOTAL 


10% 

15% 

20% 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....... .  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Classifieds 

MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Ret.  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist.*  1 
Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 
CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
»  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
»  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972  (45) 


FOR  SALE _ 

Refrigerator  for  sale.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  17  cubic  ft.  incl  4.6  cubit  ft  freezer. 
Moving,  must  sell.  $350.  Call  628-4607, 
eves.  _ 


FOR  THOSE  IN  THE  KNOW 


PROVINCETOWN  ZIP  CODE 
T-SHIRT 

BLACK  NUMERALS  ON 
RASBERRY  OR  TURQUISE 
MUSCLE  OR  REGULAR T 
S  M  L  (XL  in  T  ONLY) 

SEND  $8.95  &  COLOR,  STYLE, 
SIZE  TO 

PEARL  ST. 

BOX  22 

PROVINCETOWN,  MASS.  02657 
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INSTRUCTION 


APARTMENT  WANTED 

Stable  GWM  couple  seek  2  bedroom 
apt  or  house  for  Sept  1.  within  10  miles 
of  Framingham  that  will  allow  1 
medium  dog.  Call  881-5860. _ (4) 

NYC  acad  yr  84-85,  LF  (36)  sks  sublet, 
share  or  room  (pref  Manhattan)  Return¬ 
ing  to  grad  school.  Quiet,  nonsmoker. 
GCN  Box  26. _ (50) 

2  prof  LFs  seek  2  br  apr  in  house  quiet 
nghd  in  Arl  Belmont  Wattn  or  Frsh 
Pond.  We  are  clean  quiet  &  con- 
siderate.  $50  reward!!  628-1262.  (48,50) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester  one  bedrm  efficncy  $350  in¬ 
cludes  all  heat  +  util.  Some  gay 
neighbors,  high  on  a  hill,  trees,  view  of 
bay,  owner  occ.  436-2583. _ (50) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Skng  LF  or  SF  to  sublet  bdr  in  Som  apt 
7/13-8/17.  Rent  inc  utils  is  $225.  Shr  w/2 
LFs.  Call  Clare  617-492-7653  (eves)  or 
495-1461  (days). _ 

J.P.  summer  sub.  av.  7/1  3  bdrm.  Fully 
furn.  Hardwood  firs.  Lots  of  light  Near 
Arboretum  &  Pond,  big  porch.  Call 
524-0754  Rebecca  $500/mo.  negotiable. 

ROOMMATES _ 

2GW  sk  3rd  fr  3  bdrm  in  JP  nr  pond.  We 
are  friendly,  indep  &  resp  wd/- 
sauna/bkyd  &  sunny.  Avail  July  1. 
$162+  Call  Joyce/llene  524-7184  or 
524-2604. 


SF  and  LF  sk  either  to  shr  3  br  apt 
w/yard  +  frplc  in  Cambridgeport  nr  T. 
$183  +  ,  for  July  1.  Call  876-9836  after  6. 

LF  25  sks  LF  to  share  large  2  BR  apt  in 
lesbian-owned  JP  house  nr  pond,  arb, 
green  T.  Sunny,  porches,  wood  floors, 
yard,  insul.  Avail  now  sublet  poss. 
$200+  Sue  524-7271.  Please,  no  dogs, 
cats,  cig.  smoke _ 

LF  ROOMMATE  CAMB  NEEDED 

1  LPF  24  seeks  same  to  share  6  room  E. 
Camb  apt  —  attractive,  porch,  sober 
hhold  —  no  pets.  Call  Debbie  till  9pm 
497-7726.  July  1/Aug  1  —  choice  is 
yours. _ (50) 


WANTED:  Apartment  to  Share  by  stable 
couple  Start  Aug  3-6  mos  convenient 
for  Pub  trans  to  BU.  parking  non¬ 
drinking  or  drugging  space  Call 
George  collect  (203)  634-1667  AM  or 
late  PM _ (1) 

1L  or  cpI  wanted  for  large  sunny  apt  in 
Watertown.  6  rms  2  pchs  fpl  to  share 
with  clean  apolitical  L.  $325  incl  ut  or 
$450  couple.  923-8549 _ 

2GWM  seek  3rd  to  share  large  comfor¬ 
table  house  in  Arlington  Heights 
Available  Sept  1.  $235  + utils.  No  pets 
or  smoking  please  648-0507 _ (50) 

GM  27  sks  other  GM  20-30  to  share  2 
bdrm  apt  in  quiet  Salem  area  Bus  + 
train  1-2  mi  $275/mo  incl  evthmg  Call 
Mark  745-5541  best  time  between 
5:30-7:30  pm  or  leave  message _ (1) 

Female  roommate  28+  wanted  to 
share  sunny  2  bdrm  apt  in  E  Arlington 
Quiet  neighborhood  nr  trans  No  more 
pets.  Avail  now  $250+  Call  Dale 
641-2409. _ (1) 

MELVILLE  PARK.  DORCH 

2  men  sk  1  GM  to  share  Ig  reno  Viet  apt 

in  good  area  nr  stores  &  Red  T  We  are 
neat  quiet  resp.  tobac-tree.  not  lovers 
$200  +  util  $55.  sec.  dep.  Call  288-3229 
B4  10  p  m.  Avail  now _ (3) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
by  GF.  North  Shore.  Own 
bedroom/bath.  parking,  big  yard,  kit¬ 
chen  privileges.  No  smoking.  No  pets.  2 
cats  live  here.  $300  includes 
utilities. (617)  927-0885. _ (1) 

Roommate  (F)  needed  to  share  2  bdrm. 
house  in  Brighton  near  T.  Call  eve.  or 
early  morn.  254-5702  Jackie  or 

Christine  _ (1) 

COMFY  HOME  IN  NATICK 

3  LF  +  cat  seek  1  LF  to  share  home  in 

quiet  suburbs.  Non-smoking.  No  more 
pets.  Share  chores  and  fun.  W/D.  park¬ 
ing,  garden  lake  weodstove.  185  +  util. 
Joyce  617-655-861 8  -ves. _ (7) 


RoomezeTM 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$10  Introductory  Rate 
Now  Thru  June  15 
Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  969-1779 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


1  L  sks  2  L  for  gorgeous  apr  in  racially- 
mixed  area  of  J.P.  near  Orange  &  Grn 
Lines.  Must  be  clean  &  responsible. 
165/mo  htd.  Call  524-7390  eves  &  early 
a.m. 


LF,  28,  semi-veggie  w/parttime  kitten 
looking  for  LF  28+  to  share  attretv  2 
bdrm  apt.  in  Somerville.  $200/mo.  Call 
Lisa  253-6521  before  5:30  pm,  625-0264 
eves.  _ 


1  LF  25+  wanted  for  beautiful 
spacious  Newton  house  Garden  pkg 
porch  fireplace,  w&d  Great  area  No 
cigs  $275  +  low  util  2440910 

Sk  M-F  late  20  s/early  30  to  |Oin  2  indep. 
prof  GMs  Lg  sunny  apt  Union  Sq  Som 
vie  Non-smkr.  no  pets  $215/mo  incl 
666  4283  or  253-6225  H  ugh  i50* 

VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Escape  to  the  mountains  Cozy  rooms 
in  an  all  Lesbian  space  Gourmet  veg 
meals  Beautiful  secluded  campsites 
Campfires,  skinny  dipping,  horses  3’? 
hrs  from  Boston  (802)  533  7772  (501 

BLUEBERRY  COVE  CAMP  FOR 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

30  acres  coastal  Maine,  camping, 
cabins,  meals,  boats,  nearby  sandy 
beaches.  Mid-Aug  to  Mid-Oct.  Work¬ 
shops  Kay  Gardner  (June)  Joan  Larkin 
writing  Women's  sailing  &  building 
schools.  Canoe  &  hiking  trips.  BCAC 
Box  520  Tenants  Harbor,  ME  04860  (50) 

Womanthyme:  June  1  -July  15-  only! 
West  Mass  bed  &  brkfst  serving  all 
meals  —  gourmet  veg.  Large  comfor¬ 
table  country  home  w/lake  swim  &  hike 
Drug  &  alcohol  free.  Short  season  June 
1-July  15.  Call  (413)268-3142 
Marguerite. 


RESORTS _ 

PROVINCETOWN 

Weekly  rental  2  bedroom  condo  patio 
parking  2  blks  from  boatslip  $400/wk 

call  349-6516 _ (2) 

PTOWN  LUXURY  CONDO 
For  sale  prime  time  Aug  timeshare  1 
wk  full  kitchen,  bath.  pool,  beach,  ten¬ 
nis.  exchange,  charter  membership. 
below  market  price  483-7769  Iv  msg  (3) 


P  TOWN  CONDO  FOR  RENT 

Luxury  1  b  condo  minutes  to 
downtown  accommodates  4.  Pool  ten¬ 
nis  ct.  Parkmg/maid  service  8/1  -8/8.  Call 
783-3600. _ (2) 

Comftble  spacious  guest  rms  for 
women.  Sh'rd  bth  encl'ed  porch  w/TV 
quiet  st  close  to  town.  Aspasia,  31 
Pearl  St,  P'town,  M A  02657  487-251 1 .  (2) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 

THE  RETREAT— FOR  WOMEN 

New  Englands  popular  women's  resort. 
Secluded,  pool  &  tennis  ct,  river  nestled 
in  the  Berkshire  foothills.  Canoeing 
horses  hike  &  bike  near. 

Women  owned  and  managed 
For  Resv  call  (203)824-7479 
_ _ (12/8) 


GABRIEL'S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments  Centrally 
located  Hot  tub.  garden  patio  cable  tv 
coffee  104  Bradford  St  Provmcetown. 
MA  02657  Reservations  (617)487  3232 
Open  year  round 

B&B  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 
100  scenic,  private  acres.  14  lovely 
rooms,  great  views  Fireplace  library, 
pool,  trails  Nearby  golf,  tennis, 
boating,  antiquing  CalWwrite  for 
brochure  The  Highlands  Inn.  Box  118, 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574  (603)  869  3978 
Grace  &  Judith.  Innkeepers  (8) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Spending  time  in  NYC  ?  Stay  at 
Womyn's  Bed  and  Breakfast  Located 
Central  Manhattan  Private  bedroom- 
shared  bath  $20  — single/$25—  dou- 

ble.  Reservations.  (212)  794-8645 


MISCELLANEOUS 

WOMEN  S  CRAFTMARKE! 

AND  FRIENDS 

Invites  you  to  join  us  at  the  Randolph 
Country  Club  July  29.  11-6  Bus  leaves 
BPL  at  10  and  11.  return  3  30  and  5  $5 
round  trip  Admissionto  craftmarket 
free,  pool  nonmember  $3  Open  mike 
Performers,  craftwomen  call  628  3065 
or  324-6822  0 

SERVICES _ 

CHILD  SEXUAL  ABUSE 
Weekends  for  women  survivors  No 
Shore  June  30-July  1  Boston  area  July 
7-8.  "Working  with  Survivors,"  day-long 
training  seminar— July  5.  Led  by 
Feminist  Counselor/Poet  Ellen  Bass. 
Sliding  fees  Info  (617)  776-2793  or 
(603)899-6491. _ J49) 

MASSAGE 

Athletics,  job-related  stress  shiatsu  by 
appl Hadassah  Fleishon  522-8409.  (9) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  for  gay 
men  who  would  like  to  work  on  emo¬ 
tional  issues  starting  at  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Hospital.  Please  call  Dr 
Worth  at  726-2714  to  arrange  an  inter 
view  Sliding-scale  fees  _J5) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos.  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


FlBST.  FUWI 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Ol 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
Anarchist). 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some 
caring  women.  I  play  guitar,  write 
short  stories  and  poetry,  draw,  paint 
and  love  to  dance.  I  will  answer  all 
replies.  I’m  lonely  and  need  some 
support  from  people  out  there.  Bon¬ 
nie  PLOTNER,  18362,  BB1137, 

Frontera  CA  91720. 


Hi!  I  have  one  year  left  in  the  joint  and 
am  looking  for  some  sexy  young  lady 
out  there  to  write  me.  Like  to  party, 
get  high,  and  make  good  love.  Rose 
FAISON,  AF04404,  PO  Box  8540, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  32024. 


I  am  a  27  year  old  woman  who's 
seeking  companionship  and  in  hopes 
of  finding  a  smooth  relation  between 
us  that  will  last.  I  am  a  woman  of 
great  intention  and  very  strong. 
Ready  for  someone  who  can  deal  with 
life  and  handle  a  very  mature  woman. 
If  you  think  you  can  handle  this  type 
of  woman,  then  write  and  let's  rap. 
Cynthia  HUMBLE,  W19535  Latham  A 
Room  232.  Frontera  CA  91720. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


Seeking  a  friend  from  the  free  world.  I 
love  tennis,  vollyball,  all  kinds  of 
music.  I  will  answer  all  letters  sent  to 
me.  Marcella  KNOX,  W17722,  Har¬ 
rison  A634,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


I  feel  women's  rights,  gay  rights,  les¬ 
bian  rights  should  be  honored.  But 
the  laws  in  this  country  are  behind 
the  time  and  suffering  is  everywhere 
and  unemployment  is  too  high.  If  you 
don't  mind,  would  you  add  me  to  your 
penpal  list.  I’d  really  appreciate  it.  I 
like  your  paper  very  much.  Frederick 
BAGBY,  45722,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. 

Master  magician  and  mystic,  having 
written  5  books  on  occultism,  one  of 
which  was  about  homosexual  magic, 
wants  to  write  (and  have  visits  from  if 
possible)  a  transvestite.  Paul  COP- 
POLLA,  75 A  1884,  Box  149,  Attica  NY 
14011. 


I  need  a  friend.  I  am  very  quiet,  stay 
out  of  trouble,  play  some  sports  and 
am  very  lonely.  Grady  WILLIAMS, 
Dorm  7  Bed  6715,  PO  Box  2000, 
Vacaville  CA  95696. 


Will  answer  all  correspondence 
regardless  of  race,  class  or  age.  In 
solidarity,  James  SANDERS,  026412, 
Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091. 


I'm  doing  life  and  I'm  only  24,  so  not 
so  much  to  look  forward  to.  Maybe 
you  can  find  a  minute  to  bring  some 
joy  to  a  con.  Jed  MYERS,  270962,  Box 
520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362.  


Good  sense  of  humor,  enjoy  dancing, 
dining  out,  music,  poetry  and  the  out¬ 
doors.  Looking  for  a  mind,  not  a  body. 
Daniel  REISSMANN,  14655,  Box  41. 
A0005B-22,  Michigan  City  IN  46360. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


"In  an  unjust  state,  the  only  place  for 
a  just  person  is  in  jail."  ' 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN 
TOGETHER:  is  an  interracial,  in- 
tercultural  gay  men’s  organization 
with  over  30  chapters.  They  pro¬ 
vide  social,  political,  and  educa¬ 
tional  programs.  For  more  info 
write:  IA-BWMT,  584  Castro  St., 
San  Francisco  CA  94114. 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 
When  you  send  in  penpal  ads,  let  us 
know  if  your  prison  allows  cor¬ 
respondence  with  other  prisoners  or 
not.  That  way  other  prisoners  in¬ 
terested  in  writing  you  will  know  if 
they  can  or  not.  Thanks! 


I  received  my  trial  issue  of  GCN  just 
last  night,  so  I'm  writing  today  to  let 
you  know  that  I'm  looking  forward  to 
the  upcoming  weekly  issues.  Send 
more,  more!  more!!  I  noticed  there 
was  some  poetry  in  this  issue  and  I 
will  be  sending  some  of  my  writings 
to  be  considered  for  future  issues. 
Thanks!  Danny  McNEESE,  PO  Box 
C -64025,  Represa  CA  95671 


If  you  are  into  gay  liberation  and  like 
sharing  letters.  I'd  like  to  share  some 
of  my  time  with  you.  James  SMITH  II, 
90563  L-3,  Rt  2  Box  500,  Angie  LA 
70426. 

Blond  haired,  brown  eyes,  effeminate¬ 
ly  built  man,  well  hung,  would  like  to 
correspond  with  someone  who  is  on¬ 
to  very  hot  times.  Oral  and  bottom 
ground  are  certain,  leather,  b/d,  light 
s/m  and  ability  to  last  all  night  long 
Need  a  real  hot  man,  race  and  age  no 
problem.  Joseph  TOMASTO,  Box  16, 
346166.  Lovelady  TX  75851. 

Lonely  GM  wanting  to  write  older  GM. 
I'm  a  Leo  from  Mississippi,  hoping  to 
get  out  soon.  All  letters  answered 
Mikeal  HARDIN,  363300.  Box  16. 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 


Hi!  I  love  rock  music,  some  sports, 
and  meeting  new  people.  I  am  study¬ 
ing  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  will  be  out  in 
about  60  days.  I  am  looking  for  a  gay 
male  or  TV  to  correspond  with  and 
who  might  be  lonely  as  I  am.  If  you 
want  to  write  a  sincere  person,  drop 
me  a  line.  Please  include  SASE.  and 
photo  if  possible.  Greg  ZATLER, 
A-065486,  3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  E-108-D, 
Daytona  Beach  FL  32014 


I  am  bisexual  an  am  in  very  good 
physical  health.  I  will  have  completed 
my  incarceration  by  late  1986  and  will 
be  free  to  go  as  I  see  fit.  I  desire  to 
reside  in  the  San  Francisco  area  and 
am  in  need  of  a  friend.  James  LON¬ 
DON,  F 1 995,  Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA 
18612. 


I  would  like  very  much  to  correspond 
with  someone  of  the  GCN.  It  gets 
quite  lonely  in  here.  Lee  J.  SIMMONS, 
291200,  Ransey  I,  Rt  4  Box  1100, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Master  of  Love,  Pain,  and  Willing 
Slaves  looking  for  devoted  slaves  to 
correspond  with.  Only  serious  love 
slaves  need  apply.  Will  be  released  in 
'85.  Those  into  B&D,  S&M  and  gay 
domination  write:  William  PHILLIPS, 
82A-1238,  Box  B,  Dannemora  NY 
12929. 


Gay  male  interested  in  corresponding 
with  other  gays.  I'm  in  here  for  ag 
gravated  assault,  first  offense.  I'm  a 
mellow  guy  usually  but  got  provoked 
and  responded.  I'm  really  lonely  down 
here.  Steve  BANKS,  PO  Box  B-45180 
Florence  AZ  85232. 


I  am  goodlooking  and  have  many  in¬ 
terests.  Can  be  sexually  versatile 
with  right  person.  Looking  to  build 
long  lasting  relationship  with  so¬ 
meone.  Age  or  race  makes  little  dif¬ 
ference.  Please  send  foto  and  will 
answer  all  sincere  replies.  Larry 
KUHN,  7819,  Box  41.  Michigan  City  IN 
46360. 

I  would  like  for  you  to  put  my  name  in 
the  prisoners  seeking  friends  list  I 
will  be  out  of  here  in  about  2  years  if  I 
can  keep  from  breaking  any  more  of 
their  rules.  I  have  been  locked  up  for  8 
years  and  have  nobody  that  cares  or 
family  anymore.  Clarence  CLOVER. 
94246.  Box  514,  Granite  OK  73547 

I  am  a  prisoner  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  TV.  TS  or  gay  man  who 
would  be  interested  in  a  serious 
relationship  Also  I  would  be  grateful 
for  some  legal  advice  on  my  case 
from  somebody  wh  know  something 
about  the  law  Thanks.  Edward 
(Sonny)  CREAGH.  56915  R&D  Center. 
Parchman  MS  38738 


My  purpose  in  writing  you  is  to  seek 
correspondence  and  to  receive  some 
gay  newspapers.  Also  I'm  working  on 
a  project  for  gay's  in  prison  and 
society.  It's  a  gay  communication 
and  development  organization.  For 
details  and  a  chance  to  talk  about  it 
with  me  write:  Bill  EDWARDS.  PO  Box 
779.  159205,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 

The  officers  and  some  of  the  inmates 
in  here  have  been  trying  to  drive  me 
insane  or  to  commit  suicide  because 
of  me  being  gay.  They  need  someone 
to  make  a  spectacle  of  and  exploit, 
hoping  to  get  back  the  reputation  this 
prison  once  had  for  being  one  of  the 
meanest  in  the  country.  It's  very  crazy 
and  I  really  need  some  support  from 
out  there.  Ellis  Lee  JOHNSON. 
047657,  PO  Box  747.  Starke  FL  32091 


I  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
anyone  whowould  be  willing  to  write 
me.  I  am  a  very  lonely  prisoner  in 
need  of  friendship.  I  will  answer  any 
and  all  letters  I  may  receive  tf  you 
know  the  meaning  of  "emptiness" 
and  “loneliness"  won't  you  please 
write?  If  you  can,  please  send  one  ) 
embossed  stamped  envelope  with 
your  letter.  This  is  so  I  can  answer 
your  letter  faster.  (They  won't  let  plain 
stamps  in  here.)  Jerry  L.  HENNING. 
161803,  POBox  45699.  Lucasville  OH 
45699 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  eleventh  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 


scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


